N 
* 


IrABULOUST HISTORIES. 


f 

0 | 
> / | 
0 
; 

| 


| INSTRUCTION or CHILDREN, 
; 1 TH 
a | 
xs TIN THEIR 


a TREATMENT or ANIMALS, 
BY MRS. 7 R IM MN E R. 
5 * | 6:2 py — : 
JJ WIDE 
J : | DS, 1 5 5 a 
)) 
5 5 B 
rapie For. To LONGMAN, 0. 0. J. AND Jo ROBINSON, 
N 5 PATERNOSTER-ROW;, | 
3 2 
, J. louxsou, ax J-AND r. RIVINGTON, Sr. PAUL s CHURCH-YARD. 
0 2 a — — 9 ; ; 
; 5 FR : | 8 | 
l 5 a | 1798. | ; 


e 
* 
— 
45 2 
% 
% 
. 
; 
, ' 
* 
* 
WV 
* * 
* 
$ 
1 
* 
= 
T4 
» 
. 
* 6s 
* 
* 
* * 
— _ * 
». 
- * 
. 
* 
v 
— 
* 


* 
5 
* 
* 
1 
| 
» 


- 


4 F 


1 
e gn nen ROYAL" nrenvnss 1 
bh 111775 10 23 | CONSSHUINS 
PRINCESS SOPHTA.” 
4 . ja e 
8 - 
I xxl werprellble Lariafution in - being _ 


| ane to preſent to a PRINCESS of: your dif- 


tinguiſhed humanity, and ſweetneſs of diſpoſi- 


tion, this little Work: not merely on account of x 


the honour it reflects on myſelf (of which I am 
very ſenſible), but from the perſuaſion that your 


1 
: 


Patronage will give weight to the Leſſons I now | 8 


attempt to teach, and your xample enforce the 
P N of them. FI 


[ds not mean to flatter you, Madam, nor 
would I on any account ſuggeſt to your mind an 
idea unſuitable to your tender years; therefore 
give me leave to add, that yu muſt conſider 
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yourſelf as indebted for this good diſpoſition, in G 
the firſt place to Divine PROVIDENGE, and in 
the next to the excellent education 11 1. * 

| * 9 to receive. . 
. 2 ͤ I 


11 0 iv * 
17 you continue to aral yourſelf of theſ ad- 
vantages you will be a bleſſing to your RoyaL 

Pans, and an ornament to your country; 
and from your elevated ſtation, will be enabled 
to do much good in the world, by exciting the 
emulation of Abe of inferior ranks, to imitate 
| your Ee 0-22.75. 


T hat theſe virtues may increaſe wah your 
growing years, and that the anniverſary of T His 


va may, to the end of life, afford you a com- 
fortable retroſpect ( on the time thaph has paſſed, i is 


eee . . 85 
45 N den, | 
Got | Your x Royal eee „ 


a as! ; Moſt obliged, and 
Moſt obedient Servant, f 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ir certainly comes within the compaſs of 


education 5 or bad exam ple, many children con- 


5 tract habits of tormenting inferior creatures, be- © 
fore they are conſcious of giving them pain; 
or fall into the contrary fault of immoderate 


penderneſs to them; it is hoped that an at- 


tempt to point out the line of conduct, which 


ought to regulate the actions of human beings 


towards thoſe over whom the SUPREME G- 


VERNOR has given them dominion, will not be 
thought an uſcleſs undertaking ; and that the 
mode of conveying inſtruction on this ſubject, 

1 . 


TH 
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| Chriſtian benevalence- to ſhew compaſſion to the 


Animal Creation; and a good mind naturally i in- 
clines to do ſo. But as, through an erroneous 
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which che author of the following ſheets has 
hom, will engage the attention of young 


-| minds, N ei e to the happi- 
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Maur young 1 Aae dean 7 
to have met with a book which gives an account 
of a little boy named Henry, and his ſiſter 

Charlotte ®, whoſe mamma, when ſhe indulged | 
them with walking in the fields and gardens, 
taught them to take” particular notice of everx 
object that preſented itſelf to their view. The 
conſequence of this was, that they contracted a 
great ſondneſs for ende and uſed often to 
expreſs a wiſh that their birds, cats, dogs, & t. 


could tall, that they might hold converſations 


with them. Their mamma therefore, to amuſe 
them, compoſed the following F abulous NHiſto- 
ries; in which the ſentiments and affections of a 
good father and mother, and a family of chil- 


Redbreaſts ; and others of the feathered race are, 


dren, are ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed by a neſt of © ; 


by the force of imagination, endued with the 


| ſame faculties : but before Henry and Charlotte 
began to read theſe Hiſtories, they were taught - 


4 See the Author J Introduèti to the Knowledge of 


Nature: 


43 to 
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| we vin 3 35 

to conſider them, not as containing. the real con- 
verſations of birds (for that it is impoſſible we 
ſhould ever underſtand), but as à ſeries of 


0 ABLESs, intended to convey moral ibſtruction 
applicable to themſelves, at the ſame time that 
they excite compaſſion and tenderneſs for thoſe || 


intereſting and delightful creatures, on which 


ſuch wanton cruelties are frequently: inflicted, and 


| regamimend, univerſal benevolence. + (1! 
Hlaving given this account of ds origin of hs 
following little Work, the Author will no longer 


1 detain her young readers from the peruſal of it, 
ew 4 ſhe flatters herſelf they will find ample in- 


ſtrucd ion, reſpecting the proper treatment of ani- 
| mals, in the courſe of her Fabulous Waaler 
2 which now ride their attention. 
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* a hote e ume ban ene, in à wall [ren 
| withi ivy, a pair of KEDBREASTS built their neſt. No 
place could have been better choſen for the purpoſe; it 
was ſheltered from the rain, ſcreened from tHe wind, 


and in an orchard belonging to a gentleman who had 


ſtrictly charged his domeſtics not to deſtroy the labours 


of thoſe little ſongſters who 'clivols his 1 T ae as an 


aplum: 
In this happy Wee which no „idle © foheothay hind 


to enter, the hen Redbreaſt laid four eggs, and then 
took her ſeat upon them; reſolving that nothing ſnould 


tempt her to leave the neſt for. any length of time till 
ſhe had hatched her infant brood. Her tender matę 


every morning took her place while ſhe picked up a 
haſty breakfaſt, and often, before he taſted . food 


himſelf, cheered her with a ſong. | 
At length the day arrived when the happy-mather 


| heard the chirping of her little ones; - pleaſing to her 


ears. as the prattle of a beloved child to its fond parent: 
with inexpreflible tenderneſs: ſhe ſpread her maternal 


wings to cover them, threw out the egg-ſhells in 
which they before lay confined, then preſſed them to 


her boſom, and preſented them ta her mate, who 
viewed them with rapture, and ſeated himſelf bY: ber 


5 that he might ſhare her pleaſure, , + 
„ We 
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c VV 
we may promiſe ourſelves much delight © in rearing 
our little family, ſaid he, but it will occaſion us a great 


tigue myſelf,” but it will be impoflible for me, with my 


1 utmoſt labour and induſtry, to ſupply all our neſtlings 


with what is ſufficient for their daily ſupport; it will 


therefore be neceſſary for you. to leave the neſt occa- 
_ © Gonally, in order ſometimes to ſeek proviſions for them. 


She declared her readineſs to take a flight whenever it 
| Gould be requiſite; and ſaid that there would be no 


© rieceflity for her to be long abſent, as ſhe had in her 


- Lftexcurſion diſcovered a place near the orchard, where 


the pains of ſeeking it; and that ſhe had been informed 


buy a chaffinch that there was no kind of danger in 
| _ -picking it up. This is a lucky diſcovery indeed, re- 
| plied he, and we muſt avail ourſelves of it; for this 


great increaſe of family renders it prudent to make uſe 
of every expedient for ſupplying our neceſſities; I my- 


proper for the neſtlings cannot be found in all places; 
however, I will bear you company whenever it is in 


my power. The little ones now began to feel the ſen- 


ſations of hunger, and opened their gaping mouths for 
food; on which their kind father inſtantly flew forth to 
find it for them, and in turns ſupplied them all, as well 
as his beloved mate. This was a hard day's work; 


and when evening came on he was glad to ſeek repoſe ; 


and turning his head under his wing, he ſoon fell aſleep; 


1 his mate followed his example; the four little ones had 


vefore fallen into a gentle ſlumber; and perfect e 
neſs for ſome hours reigned in the neſt. 
= he next morning mY were awakened at the dawn 


deal of trouble; I would willingly bear the whole fa- 


food was ſcattered on purpoſe for fuch birds as would take 


Felf muſt take a larger circuit, for ſome inſects that are 
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5 15 IL 4 | 
g | of day, by the ſong of a ſkylark, wh had a „ 

it near the orchard; and, as the young Redbreaſts were 
- Þ| impatient for food, their father cheerfully prepared him- 
y ſelf to renew his toil, but firſt requeſted his mate to 

Q accompany him to the place ſhe had mentioned, That 
I I will do, replied ſhe, at a proper hour, but it is too 
— early yet: I muſt, therefore, entreat that you will g 

1. by yourſelf and procure a breakfaſt for us, as I am 
it fearful of leaving the neſtlings before the air is warmer, 
o leſt they ſhould be chilled. To this he readily con- 
xr | ſented, and fed all his little darlings, to whom, for the 
e ſake of diſtinction, I ſhall give the names of Robin, 
te ff Dickſy, Flapſy, and Peckſy. When this kind office 
d was performed, he perched on 5 adjacent tree, and _ 
in there, while he reſted, entertained his family with his bt 
-- melody, till his mate, ſpringing from the neſt, called 
is Jon him to attend her; on which he inſtantly took 
ſe wing, and followed her to a court-yard belonging to a 
family manſion, 5 

o ſooner did they appear before the parlour win 
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z dow, than it was haſtily thrown up by Miſs Harriet 
Benſon, a little girl about eleven years old, the daugh- 
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ter of the gentleman and 1 to whom the houſe 
* 1 . 5 
10 Miſs Harriet, with great delight, called her brother 

11 to tee two Robin Redbreaſts: her ſummons was 
inſtantly complied with, and ſhe was joined by Maſter © 
Frederick, a fine chubby roſy-cheeked boy about fix _ 
years of age, who, as ſoon as he had taken a peep at 
id || the feathered ſtrangers, ran to his. mamma, and en- 
treated her to give him, ſomething to feed the birds 
with. I muſt have a great piece of bread this morning, 
laid by, for there are all the ſparrows and chaffinches 
r . AG We 


IDS 15 as 12 3 
ht come we day, and two Robin Redbreaſts wed | 
ſides.— Here is a piece for you, Frederick, replied | 
Mrs. Benſon, cutting a roll tha: was'on the table; but 
if your daily penſioners continue to idereaſe, 
bave done lately. we muſt provide fome dee ood 
them, as it is not right to cut pieces from a Yoaf on 
. purpoſe for birds, becauſe there are many children who 
Want bread, to whom we ſhould give the preference 
Would you deprive 2 poor little hungry boy of his 
breakfaſt, to give it to birds? No, ſaid F rederick, ig 
would ſooner give my own breakfaſt to a poor boy than 
he ſhould go without: but where ſhall I get victuals 
enough for my birds? I will beg the cook to fave the 
crumbs in the bread-pan, and deſire John to preſerve 
4 all he makes when he cuts the loaf for dinner, and thoſe 
1 | which are ſcattered on the table-clo.h. A very good 
WE -- | ſcheme, aid Mrs. Benſon, and I adviſe you, my dear, 
do put it in execution; for 1 make no doubt it wilt 
anſwer your purpoſe, if you can prevail on the ſervants 
to indulge you, I cannot bear to fee the leaſt frag- 
ment of food waſted, which may conduce to the ſup- 
port of life in any creature. e 
Miſs Harriet being quite impatient to exerciſe her 
| benevolence, requeſted her brother to remember that 
il the poor birds, for whom he had been a fucceſsful ſo- | 
5 licitor, would ſoon fly away if he did not make haſte to 
nf | feed them; on which he ran to the window with his! 
2 treaſure i in his hand. a 1 
When Miſs Harriet firſt 88 the a e ſup- © 
Ti pliants approached with eager expectation of the daily | * 
1 Handful, which their kind benefaQreſs made it a cuſtom n. 4 
| 1 7.0 diſtribute, and were ſurpriſed at the delay of her | 
Fl A. They W around the window—they | + 
; \Y | . 7 | | . 
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; ehirged—they twittered, nah: employed all their nal 
arts to gain attention; and were on the point of departs 
ing, when Maſter Frederick, breaking a bit from the 
piece he held in his hand, attempted to ſcatter it among 
them, calling out at the ſame time; Dicky! Dicky! On 
hearing the well-known ſound of invitation, thelittleflock 
| immediately drew near. Maſter Frederick held a ſhort _ 
conteſt with his ſiſter, in order to prevail- with her to 
let him feed all the birds himſelf; but finding that he 
could not fling the crumbs far e for the Red- 
| breaſts, who with the timidity of ſtrangers kept at a 
- diſtance, he reſigned the taſk, and Miſs Harriet, with 
_ dexterous hand, threw'ſome of them to the very ſpot 
| where the affectionate pair ſtood, waiting for an oppor- 


tunity of attracting her notice, and with grateful hearts 


pieked up the portion aſſigned them; and in the mean- 


While the other birds, having ſatisfied their hunger, ſuc- 
ceſſively withdrew, and they were left alone. Maſter 
Frederick exclaimed with rapture, that the two Robin 
Redbreaſts were feeding! and Miſs Harriet meditated a 


deſign of taming them, by repeated inſtances of kind- 
nlesst - Be ſure, my dear brother, ſaid-the, not to forget 


to aſk the cook and John for the crumbs, and do not 


let the leaſt little morſe] of any thing you have to eat | 
fall to the ground. I will be a 8 in reſpect to mine, 275 


and we will collect all that papa and mamma crumble; 


and, if we cannot by. theſe means get enough, T will 1 
ſpend ſome of my money in grain for them.” Oh, faid 


Frederick, I would give all the money I have in the 


world to buy victuals for my dear, dear birds. Hold, 
my love, faid Mrs. Benſon, though I commend your - 
humanity, I muſt remind you again that there/are'poor _ 
1 as well 28 Pu Birds, —Well, mamma, rephed 
eee 5 | ms 
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tt . 

| Benderiek, 15 will only buy a little grain then. bebe * 
ſpake the laſt words, the Redbreaſts having finiſhed 

| their meal, the mother bird expreſſed; her impatience 
R to return to the neſt; and having obtained her mate's 
ceonſent, . repaired. with all poſſible ſpeed to her humble 
babitation, whilſt he tuned his melodious pipe, and de- 
lighted their young benefactors with his muſic 3 he then 
ſpread his wings, and took his flight to an adjoining 
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* ti expreſſed 200M concern \/that the 
; © Robins were gone; but was comforted by his ſiſter, 
4 | 8 who reminded him that, in all probability, his new ſa- 
Rv . vourites, having. met with. ſo kind a reception, would 
return on the morrow. Mrs. Benſon then bid them 
| ſhut the window; and, taking Frederick in her lap, 
and deſiring Miſs Harriet to fit down by her, thus ad- 
0 drefſed them: 
\ 1 I am delighted, my boar children, with your . 
* | behaviour towards the animal creation, and wiſh by all 
means to encourage it; but, though a moſt commend- 
able propenſity, it requires regulation; let me there- 
| fore recommend to you, not to ſuffer it to gain upon 
you to ſuch a degree as to make you unhappy, or for- 
' getful of thoſe who have a ſuperior claim to your at- 
tention: I mean poor people - always keep in mind 
the diſtreſſes which they endure; and on no account 
waſte any kind of food, nor give to Aeon animals 
what is deſigned for mank ind. e EP 
Miss Harriet promiſed to follow her mamma's in- 
h ſtructions Y 
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gaged by watching a butterfly, which had juſt left the 
chryfalis; and was fluttering. in the window, longing 8 
to try its wings in the air and ſunſhine: this Frederick 

was very deſirous of catching, but his mamma would 
not permit him to attempt it; becauſe (ſhe told him) 

he could not well lay hold of its wings without doing 
it an injury, and it would be much happier at liberty. 
Should you like, Frederick, ſaid ſhe, when you are 
going out to play, to have any body lay hold of you vio- 
lently, ſcratch you all over, then offer you ſomething 
to eat which is very diſagreeable, and perhaps poiſonous, 
and ſhut you up in a little dark room? And yet this 
is the fate to which many an harmleſs inſe& is con- 
demned by thoughtleſs children. As ſoon as Frederick 
underſtood that he could not catch the butterfly with- 
out hurting it, he gave up the point, and- affured his 

mamma he did not want to keep it, but only to carry it 
out of doors. Well, replied ſhe, that end may be an- 
ſwered by opening the window; which at her deſire 
was done by Miſs Harriet: the happy inſect ſeized the 
opportunity of eſcaping, and F rederick had . wat | 
pleaſure of ſeeing it upon a roſe. 
Blreakfaſt being ended, Mrs. Benſon id hs 
young lady and gentleman that it was almoſt time for 
their leſſons to begin; but deſired their maid to take 
them into the garden before they applied to buſineſs, 
while ſhe gave ſome directions in the family: and 
Maſter Frederick, during his walk, amuſed himſelf with 
watching the butterfly, as it flew from flower to flower, 
which gave bim more pleaſure than he could poſſibly 

have received from _— and — the little 
| renee” creature: 335 8 | : 2h 


1 15 . 8 n 
aruAions; ; but Frederick's- attention was nete en- 


rt 16 5 
5 Tet us now ſee what became of our Redbrea ts afte ( 
1 bon e. their young bene factors. r 
| - 2 The hen bird, as I informed you, 8 imme- e 
1 Ne to the neſt ; her heart fluttered with apprehen- WW + 
ion, as ſhe entered it, and ſhe eagerly called out, Are d 
Pou all ſafe, my little dears? All ſafe, my good mo- fe 
ther, replied Peckſy, but a little hungry, and very cold. \ 
s £5 Well, ſaid ſhe, your laſt complaint can ſoon remove; A 
but in reſpeR to the ſatisfying your hunger, that muſt li 
be your father's taſk, for I have not been able to bring c. 
any thing good for you to eat; however, he will ſoon th 
de here, I make no doubt. Then ſpreading her wings he 
i over them all, ſhe ſoon communicated warmth to. a be 
— they were again comfortable. w 
In a very ſhort time her mate returned; for he only Ab 
pd at Mr. Benſon's to finiſh his ſong, and refreſh all 
=_— Himſelf with ſome clear water, which his new friends pe 
always kept in the place where they fed the birds, on to 
| purpoſe for their little, penſioners. He brought in his pr 


x 


mouth a worm, which was given to Robin; and was din 
going to fetch one for Dicky, but that his mate re- ca 
minded him of their agreement, to divide betwixt them for 
the care of providing for the family. My young ones Or 
are now hatched, ſaid ſhe, and you can keep them warm inf 

as well as myſelf; take my place, therefore, and the | 2 
next excurſion ſhall be mine. —I conſent, anſwered he, _ 
with the more pleaſure, becauſe I think a little flying hay 
now and then will do you good; but to fave you the the 


trouble of a painful ſearch, I can direct you to a 
ſpot where you 1 certain of finding worms enow wil 
for this morning's ſupply. He then deſcribed the = 
place; and immediately on her quitting the neſt entered bir 
It," And gathered his young ones under his . wings.— 
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for her, and take his turn of pro 
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Cube my „ GT; ſald he, let us ſee what Sig of 2 * 


** T can make; but an awkward one, 1 fear; eben te 77 


very mother-bird is not a good nurſe: but you are 


me fortünate in yours, for ſhe is an exceedingly ten- * 


der one, and 1 hope you will make her a dutiful return 

for her kindneſs, They all promiſed him they would. 
Well then, faid he, I will ſing you a ſong. He did fo, _ 
and it” was à very merry one, and delighted the neſt- 
lings extremely; ſo that, though they laid a little in- 

conveniently under his wings, they did not regard it, nor 
think the time of their mother's abſence long. She 
had not ſucceeded i in the place ſhe firſt went to, as a 
boy was picking up worms to angle with, of whom ſhe 
was afraid, and therefore flew farther : but, as ſoon as 


"ſhe' had obrehied wint the went for, ſhe-returned with --- 


all poſſible ſpeed; and;)notwithſtanding' the had re- 
peated inv itations from ſgyeral gay birds which ſhe met 


to join their ſportive parties, ſhe kept a ſteady courſe, 


preferring the pleaſdre of feeding little Dicky to all the 
diverſions of the fields and groves. As ſoon as the hen 
came near the neſt, her mate ſtarted up to make room 
iding- for his famil7. 
as out "= 8 80 * an 


Onee more adieu! laid be, and 
inſtant. BUT pb : 
My dear neſtlings, Gidihs 8 mother, P you do? 
NS well, thank you, replied all at once; and we 
have been exceedingly merry, ſaid Robin, for my fa- 


ther | has ſung: us a ſweet ſong. I think, ſaid Dicky, I 


ſhould like to learn it. Well, replied the mother, he 


will teach it you, I dare ſay; here he comes, aſk him. 
I am aſhamed, ſaid Dicky. Then you are a filly 
bird; never be aſhamed igri heh you commit a fault: 


aſking your father to teach yu ta ſing is not ↄne; and 


» 
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1 -goodiparents delight to teach their young ones every 
' © "thing that is proper and uſeful. Whatever ſo good a 


' / imitate, Then, addreſling herſelf to her mate, who for 
an inſtant ſtopped. at the entrance of the neſt, that he 
might not interrupt her inſtructions, Am 1 not right, 
" faid ſhe, in what I have juſt told them? Perfectly fo, 


| muſic with all my heart, but I do not believe it poſſible 


a2 


ve 
riſi 
Jaic 
0 
ling 
pf 1 
or 
_ replied. he 3.1 ſhall have pleaſure in teaching them all 1 
that is in my power; but we mult talk of that another tio 
time. Who is to feed poor Peckſy? Oh J, I, an- tre. 


Kanne ſets you an example of, you may ſafely deſire to 


ſwered the mother, and was gone in an inſtant.— And f © 
ſo you want to learn to ſing, Dicky? ſaid the father: rie. 
Well, then, I will repeat my ſong, ſo pray liſten very ee 
attentively; you may learn the notes, though you will . 
not be able to practiſe them till your voice is ſtronger, Ne 
. then ſung with the ſame approbation as before. of 


Robin now remarked that it was very pretty indeed, 


| adams his deſire to learn it alſo.— By all means, N 


ſaid his father, I ſhall ſing it very often, ſo you may 


learn it if you pleaſe, For my part, ſaid Flapſy, I do 
not think I could have patience to learn it, it will take 
ſo much time. — Nothing, my dear Flapſy, anſwered 
the father, can be acquired without patience, and I am 


ſorry to find yours begin to fail you already: but I hope, 
if you have no taſte for muſic, that you will give the | 
greater application to things that may be of more im- 
portance to you. Well, ſaid Peckſy, I would apply to 


for me to attain it. Perhaps not, replied her father; 
but I do not doubt your application ta whatever your, 
mother requires of you; and ſhe is an excellent judge 
both of your talents and of what is ſuitable to your ſta- 
tion in — She is no o ſongſtreſs herſelf, and yet ſhe is 

very 


i . 9 1 5 
y very clever, I aſſure you: here the comes. hes 
a Wrifog to make room for her, Take your ſeat, my love, 
o aid he, and I will perch upon the ivy. The hen again 
'r covered her brood, whilſt her mate-amuſed her with his 
e Wivging and converſation, till evening reminded them 
t, f repoſe; excepting that each made alternate excur- 
o, ions 25 the appetites of their young ones requited. 
In this manner ſeveral days paſſed with little vari- 
er tion; the neſtlings were very thriving, and daily gained 
cond and knowledge, through the care and attention 
1d f their indulgent parents, who every day viſited their 
riends, Maſter and Miſs Benſon. Frederick had been 
ucceſsful in his application to both the cook and foot 
an, by whoſe aſſiſtance he obtained enough for his 
ear birds, as be called them, without infringing on 
Die rights of the poor; as he was ſtill able to produce 
penny whenever his papa or mamma pointed out to 
im a proper obſer of charity. eq 3 


well | te H A P. II. ; 
Ir babes! one dy that both the Redbreaſts, who 
ways went together to Mr. Benſon's (becauſe if one 
ad waited for the other's return it would have miſſed 2 
e chance of being fed); it happened, I ſay, that they 
ere both abſent longer than uſual ; for their little be- 
ble Factors having been fatigued with a very long walk 
e evening before, lay late in bed that morning; but 


er; 
IS ſoon as Frederick was drefled, his fiſter, who was 
ating for him, took him by the hand, and led him 


ſta- n fairs, where he: haſtily demanded of the cook 
i i collection of crumbs reſerved for him. As ſoon. 
of 9 7 | | 1 Pens + 25 2 
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as he entered the breakfaſt 3 he ran eagerly toe 
the window, and attempted to fling it up. What is b 

/ the cauſe of this mighty buſtle? ſaid his mamma. Do tt 
vou not perceive that I am in the room, Frederick ?- d 

. my birds! my birds! cried he. 1 underſtand, re- ar 
joined Mrs. Benſon, that you have neglected to feed 

. your little penſioners; how came this about, Harriet or 
De were ſo tired laſt night, anſwered Miſs Benſon, he 
that we overſlept ourſelves, mamma — This excufe mail in! 
badet you and your brother, added the lady, but I fearlfff go 
= your birds would bring heavy complaints againſt you no 
==: vere they able to talk our language. But make haſtelff pe: 
to ſupply their preſent wants; and, for the future vil 


whenever you give any living creature cauſe to depeni cat 
on you for ſuſtenance, be careful on no account to dif] nu 
appoint itz and if you are prevented feeding it yourſelf as 
_ employ another perſon to do it for you. But though tur 
is very commendable, and indeed an obligation on you bre 
humanity, to be attentive to your dependants, yet yo nad 
muſt not let this make you forgetful of your duty ¶ thir 
your friends, It is cuſtomary for little boys and girl fore 
to pay their reſpects to their papas and mammas every \ 
morning, as ſoon as they ſee them: This, F rederick ſtop 
you ought to have done to me, on entering the par] hea 
Tour, inſtead of running. acroſs. . crying out, My to t. 


| birds! my birds! It would have taken you but a verſſ ſeats 
little time to have done fo: however, I. will excuff uſua 
your neglect now, my dear, as you did not intend t agre 
offend me; but I expe& that you will ſo manage. tl wer, 
buſineſs. you have undertaken, that it may not break i had. 
on your higher obligations. You depend as much all 6 
your papa and me for every thing you want as th com 


_ kitle . do on you; more ſe) for they cou will 
-  Cupſ 
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ſupply their © own wants by ſeeking food i in other places ʒ 
but children can do nothing towards their ſupport: 
therefore it is particularly requiſi e that they ſhould be 
dutiful and teſpectful to thoſe whoſe tenderneſs and care 
are conſtant]y exerted for their benefit. 

Miſs Harriet promiſed her mamma that he * 
on all oecaſions, endeavour to behave as ſhe wiſhed 
her r to do; but I am ſorry. to ſay Frederick was more 
intent on opening the window than on imbibiog the. 
good inſtructions that were given him. This he could 
not effect; and therefore Harriet, by her mamma's 
permiſſion, went to his aſſiſtance, and the ſtore of pro- 
viſions was diſpenſed. As many birds had neſts, they; 
eat their meal with all poſſible expedition; among this 
ln, were the Robins, who diſpatched the buſineſs” 
as ſoon as. they could, for the hen was anxious to re- 
turn ti | her little ones, and the cock to procure them a- 
breakfaſt ; and having given. his young friends a ſere- 
nade nes they left their bedchambers, he did not 
think it neceſſary to 44 to fing _ more; they there-, 
fore departed. 15 > tt S 
When the mother-bird mined, at the ivy-wall, ſhe: 
ſtopped at the entrance of the neſt with a palpitating - 
heart; but ſeeing her brood all ſafe and well ſhe haſtened 
to take them under her wings. As ſoon as ſhe was 
ſeated, ſhe obſerved that they were not fo cheerful. as! 
uſual. What is the matter? ſaid ſhe; How have you. 
agreed during my abſence? To theſe queſtions all 
were unwilling to reply; for the truth was that they 
had a quarrelling almoſt the whole time. What! 
all filent ? ſaid ſhe; I fear you have not. obeyed my 
commands, but have been contend ng. I defire you 
will 235 me the * ; Bas. kno ving that he was 

| | | the 
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| |. qa eher, bet 6b za himſelf befor 1 
| * 4 [= the __ could have Une be Ty an accuſation Again gr 
„ POR mother, i be, 1 0 gave Dick a little 
3 peck, becauſe he crowded me ſo; and all the en ns 
= Joined with him, and fell upon me at once. 
Since you have begun, Robin, anſwered Dicky, | buy 
mult ſpeak, for you gave me a very hard peck indeed; 
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and I was afraid you had put out my eye. I am ſure ! 5 
mage all the room I could for you; but you ſaid you 
To ought to have half the neſt, and to be maſter when ” 


= your father and mother were out, bay pj you are the 2 
= eldeſt. ESTER la 
. 40 not love to tell tales, ald Flapſy, but wid 15 


Dicky ſays is very true, Robin; and you plucked two 95 
or three little feathers out of me; only INTE. I begged 15 
| JAE; not to uſe us ill. | N 4 
And you ſet your foot very hard upon me, cried 
Peckſy, for telling you that uu 125 2 your dear i 1 
mother's command. 47 
This is a ſad ſtory indeed, ſaid the mobtive: I am Ft 
very ſorry to find, Robin, that you already diſcover 105 
ſuch a turbulent diſpoſition. If you go on in this . 
manner we ſhall have no peace in the neſt; nor can [ ng 
leave it with any degree of ſatisfaction. As for your . ; 
being the eldeſt, though it makes me ſhew you a pre- of 
ference on all proper occaſions, it does not giye you a e 
privilege to domineer over your brothers and ſiſters. 48 
Tou are all equally the objects of our tender care, 50 
which we ſhall exerciſe impartially among you, pro- Yip 
| vided yau do not forfeit it by bad behaviour. To ſhew ab 
you thdt-you are not maſter of the neſt, I defire you to 


got from under. my wing, and ſit on the outſide, while 
„. „ 1: I cheriſh 


&: 23 1 
I chetith thoſe wh are dutiful and good. "Rita, | 


ww greatly mortified, retired from his mother; on which 
IDicky, with the utmoſt kindneſs, began to intercede 
ans for him. Pardon Robin, my dear mother, I intreat 


you, ſaid he; I heartily forgive his treatment of me, 
and would not have complained to you, had it not been 
4 neceſſary for my on juſtification.— Tou are a good 
ed: bird, Dicky, ſaid his mother; but ſuch an offence as 
mis muſt be repented of before it is pardoned. At this 
inſtant her mate returned with a fine worm, and looked 
as ufual for Robin, who lay ſkulking by himſelf. Give 
it, faid the mother, to Dicky; Robin muſt” be ſerved: 
aſt this morning; nay, I do not know whether I ſhall: 
permit him to have any victuals all day. Dicky was 
very unwilling to mortify his brother; but, on his mo- 
ther's commanding him not to detain his father, be 
2 his mouth, and ſwallowed the delicious mouth- 
What can be the matter, ſaid the good father, 
A he had emptied his mouth: ſurely. none of the 
little ones have been naughty? But I cannot ſtop to 
enquire at preſent, for I left another ge Worms, wane” 
my be gone if I do not make haſte back. e 
As ſoon as he departed, Dicky renewed his entrea- 
ties that Robin might be forgiven; but as he fat 
ſwelling with anger and diſdain, becauſe. he fancied that 
the etdeſt' ſhould not be ſhoved to the outſide of his 
mother's wing, while the others were fed; ſhe would 
not hear 4 word ih his behalf. The father ſoon came 
and fed Flapſy, and then thinking it beſt for his mate 
to continue her inſtructions, he made another excurſion; 
during which Peckſy, whoſe little heart was full of af. 
ſectionate concern for the puniſnment of 1 0 brother, 
11 thus attempted to comfor him. tl ene, 
ile „ 5 7 TY 
riſh | „ „„ | Dear 
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. I ſhould not have been puſhed about as 1 Am, „ 


1 , I will not have you conyerſe with fo, naughty a a 
bird. I forbid every one of you even to go near him. 
The father then arrived, and Peckſy was fed. You 
may reſt yourſelf, my dear, faid the mother, your morn-: 


this buſineſs; my dear, and pray go into the air a little, 
for you ſeem to be fadly vexed. I am diſturbed, ſaid 


| the, I confeſs; for, after all my care and kindneſs, I 


ſorry to expoſe this perverſe bird even to you, but he 


5 drefled the delinquent. And 1 Kb, you want to Kot 
8 be 


Th Py 71 : 
"Dear Robin, do not grieve, 12 n 1 vou my 

hiesrfel, if my mother will let me. Oh, faid. Robin, 

I do not want any breakfaſt; if I may not be ſetved | 


firft I will have none. Shall 1 aſk my mother to forgive n 
5 vou? I do not want any of your interceſſions, replied 


he; if you had not been a parcel of ill-natured things 


Come back, Peckſy, ſaid the mother, who overheard; 


ing's taſk is ended. Why, what bas Robin done? 5 
aſked he. What I. am ſorry to relate, ſhe replied; Nu 


| quatrelled with his brothers and ſiſters. Quarr elled 
with his brothers and ſiſters ] you ſurpriſe me:; I could p! 


not have ſuſpected he would have been either ſo fooliſh it 
or ſo. unkind. - O, this is not all, ſaid the mother, for w. 


he preſumes on being the eldeſt, and claims half the m 
neſt to himſelf when we are abſent, and now is ſullen ra. 
becauſe he is diſgraced, and not fed firſt as uſual, If tut 
this is the caſe, replied the father, leave me. to Fettle ſee 


did not expect ſuch a ſad recompenſe as this. 1 am 


will not be corrected by me. I will do as you deſire, 
go into the air a little; ſo faying, the repaired to a 
neighbouring tree, where ſhe waited, with anxious ex- 
pectation, the event of her mate's admonition. 

As ſoon as the mother departed, tbe father thus ad- 


M | 1 NV "Ro OY 

7 1 neſt? A ready anſthe you will make = 

. indeed, who do not know even how to govern your 

d own temper! T will not ſtand to talk much to you. | 

e now, becauſe in your preſent diſpoſition you would in 

dall probability turn a deaf ear to my admonitions; but 

zs depend upon it I will not ſuffer you to uſe any of the | 

family ill, particularly your good mother; and if you ' 

d perſiſt in obſtinacy, I will certainly turn you out of the | 

VR beſt before you can fly, Theſe threatenings. intimi- -- _l 

n. dated Robin, and he alſo began to be very hungry as ; 

* well as cold; he therefore promiſed to behave better 

n- for the future, and his brothers and ſiſters pleaded 

75 N that he . be forgive n and reſtored to his 

|; WW uſual place, 

I can fay nothing in DI to ths laſt particular, re- 

plied the father, that depends upon his mother; but as 

it is his firſt offence, and he ſeems to be very ſorry, I 

will myſelf pardon it, and intercede for him with his 

mother, who I fear is at this time lamenting his obdu- 

racy, On this he left the neſt to ſeek for her. Re- 

turn, my dear, ſaid he, to your beloved family; Robin 

ſcemPſenſible of his offence, and longs to aſk your for- | 

giveneſs. Pleaſed at this intelligence, the mother wn 

raiſed her drooping head, and cloſed her wings, which _ " 

hung mournfully by her ſides, expreſſive of the dejec- 

tion of her ſpirits. Ifly to give it him, ſaid the, and\ i 

haſtened into the neſt. In the mean while Robin —_— 4 

re, for, yet qgcaded, her return. | 

0 2 As ſoon as he ſaw her he lifred up 2  ſuppleating eye, | 

ex- and with fechle accents (for hunger and forrow had 

] made him faint): he cried, F orgive me, dear mother, L 8 

ad- will not again offend you. I accept your ſubmiſſion, 

to | Robin, ſaid he, and will once more receive youre "= ; 
=D 5 | 95 
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, occaſionally puniſhed ; but ſhe was of ſo amiable a diſ- 
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| ay but nem your era Fu has made me 987 1 


| unhappy-/ She then made room for him, he neſtled 


. cloſely to her fide, and ſoon found the benefit of ber 
- _, foſtering heat; but the pain of hunger ſtill remained, 


yet he had not confidence to aſk his father to fetch bim ; 


into favour, he went with all ſpeed to an adjacent field, 
where he ſoon met with refreſhment for him, Which 


with gratitude. Thus was peace reſtored to the neſt,” 
and the happy mother once more 3 9 7 550 that har 
mony m_— in the 9555 0 
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All the little Redbreaſts, extepting Peckſy, in turh' 
committed ſome fault or other, for which they were 


poſition, that it was her conſtant ſtudy to act with pro- 
priety, and avoid giving offence; on which account 
ſhe was juſtly careſſed by her parents with diſtinguiſh- 
ing kindneſs, This excited the envy of the others, and 
they joined together to treat her ill, giving her the title 
of the Favourite; ſaying that they made no doubt their 
father and mother would reſerve * niceſt morſels ep 
their darling. e 2 
Poor Peckſy bore all their reproaches wich patience, 
hoping that ſhe ſhould in time regain their good opi- 
nion by her gentleneſs and affection. But it happened 
one * * in the midſt of their tauntings, their 
mother 


any victuals: but this kind parent waited not for ſoli- 
Citation; for ſeeing that his mother had received him 


with tender love he preſented, and Robin ſwallowed 


A FEW days after a freſh diſturbance took place. 
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1 mon noiſe among her young ones, ſtepped on the ivy 
y 


made her appearance at the entrance of the neſt, with a 
1: WU countenance that indicated ber knowledge of their 1 
* ceedings, and her diſpleaſure at tem. 
Are theſe the ſentiments, ſaid ſhe, that ſubſiſt i in a 
family which ought to be bound together by love and 
h kindneſs? Which of you has cauſe to reproach either 
d our father or me with partiality? Do we not, with 
t, the exacteſt equality, diſtribute the fruits of our labours 
among you? And in what reſpect has poor Peckſy the . 
preference but in that commendation which is juſtly 
ber due, and which you do not ſtrive to deſerve? Has 
che ever yet uttered a complaint againſt you, though, 
from the dejection of her countenance, which ſhe in 
vain attempted to conceal, it is evident. that ſhe has 


e. I ſuffered your reproaches for ſome days paſt? I poſi- 


n {tively command you to treat her otherwiſe, for it is a 
mother's duty to ſuccour a perſecuted neſtling; and 1 


all from that place you have hitherto poſſeſſed in it, if 
ou ſuffer envy and jealouſy to occupy your boſoms, tis | 
he excluſion of that tender love which ſhe, as the A; 
of ſiſters; has à right to expect from you, 

Robin, Dicky, and Flapſy, were quite beben 
by their mother's reproof, and Peckſy felt an affec- 
ante eh that they had incurred the diſpleaſure of 


o tender a parent; and, far from inereaſing it by com- 
laining of them, endeavoured to ſoften. her anger. - 
hat I have been vexed, my dear mother, ſaid ſhe, is 
rue, but not to ſo great a degree as you' luppole; and 
am rexdy to believe that * dear brothers any liſters 
8 B 2 5 | were 


| 


elit 
her 
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. . 8 * 1 an uncom- 


to learn the cauſe; and as ſoon as ſhe diſcovered it, a 


will certainly admit her next my heart, and baniſn yu 
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= |: were not ih net in the ſevere things they raid of me 


perhaps they only meant to try my affection. Jo 


- ſpare them the trouble of any future trial, I now entreat 


I 
them to believe my aſſurances, that I would willingly f 
reſign the greateſt pleaſure in life, could I by that b 
means increaſe their happineſs; and ſo far from wiſhing i 
for the niceſt- morſel, would content myſelf with the : 


: 83 humbleſt fare, rather than any of them ſhould be diſ- 


; 5 Ren for his beauty; ; but there was a great briſkneſs in 


dhe tone of his chirpings, that he would be a very 8000 


| 1 luſtre of her . 


appointed. This tender ſpeech had its deſired effect; tl 
it recalled thoſe ſentiments of love which envy and jea- © 
louſy had for a time baniſhed: each neſtling acknow- 

Tg ledged its fault, and having obtained the forgiveneſs of at 
their mother, a perfect reconciliation took place, to the B 


| great joy of Peckſy, and indeed of all parties. of 
All the neſtlings continued very good for ſeveral ta 
7275 en and no occurrence happened worth relating; the W ** 
little flock were ſoon covered with feathers, which theit ve 
mother taught them to dreſs, telling them that neatneſs tal 
was a very eſſential thing, being conducive to health, an 
and alſo to yew n them n. in the eye of 5 


the world. 
Robin was 2 very Mang 8 kind; not n 


his manner, which covered many defects; and he was 
very likely to attract notice. His father judged, from 


ſongſter. | 
Dicky had a 1 fine plumage; his breaſt was 
of a beautiful red, his body and wings of an elegant 
mottled brown, and his eyes ſparkled like diamonds. 
Flapſy was alſo very pretty, but more diſtinguiſhed 
for the elegance of her . Gan for the q oy and 


Feet 


2 


| > | 
N 
| . 


þ 1 1 -29 I 
eckſy had no outward charms to recommend her to 
notice; but theſe defects were amply ſupplied by the _ 
ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition, which was amiable to the 
greateſt degree. Her temper was conflantly ſerene, 
ſhe was ever attentive to the happineſs of her parents, 
and would not have grieved them for the world; and 
her affection for her brothers and ſiſters was ſo -great, 
that ſhe conſtantly preferred their intereſt to her own, 
of which we have lately given an inſtance. 
The kind parents attended to them with unremitting 
affrction, and made their dai ly viſit to Maſter and Mils 
Benſon, who very punctually diſcharged the benevolent 
office of feeding them, The Robin Redbreaſts, made 
familiar by repeated. fkvours, approached nearer and 


nearer to their little friends by degrees, and at length 


ventured to enter the room and feed upon the breakfaſt- 
table. Miſs Harriet was delighted at this circumſtance, 
and F rederick was quite tranſported; he longed to 
catch the birds; but his mamma told him that would 
be the very mean to drive them away. Miſs Harriet 
entreated him not to frighten them on any account 
and he was prevailed on to forbear; but could not help 
exprefling a wiſh that he had them in a cage, that he 
might feed them all day long. | 

And do you really think, Frederick, ſaid Mrs. "IO | 
ſon, that theſe little delicate creatures are ſuch gluttons 


as to deſire to be fed all day long? Could you tempt 


them to do it, they would ſoon die; but they know . 
better, and, as ſoon as their appetites are ſatisfied, al- - 
ways leave off eating. Many a little boy may learn a 
leſſon from them. Do not you recollect one of your 


acquaintance, who, if an apple-pie, or any thing elſe ,. 


that he calls nice, is ſet before him, will eat till he 
25 B. 225 | © makes - 


- 


where he cannot poſſibly receive that refreſhment which 


this is the ſeaſon of the * for their W and I 
rather 


TH 15 Tel 30 * : 
1 himſelf Riek? Frederick looked aſhanies, Win 
conſcious that he was too much inclined to indulge his 
love of delicacies. Well, faid his mamma, I fee you 
underſtand who I mean, Frederick, ſo we will ſay no 
more on that ſubject; only, when you meet with that 
| little gentleman, give my love to him, and tel him 1 


deg he will be as moderate as his Redbreafts, 
The cock bird, having finiſhed his breakfaſt flew 


eut at the window, followed by his mate; and as ſoon 
as they were out of ſight, Mrs. Benſon continued her 
- diſcourſe. And would you really confine theſe ſweet! 
ercatures in a cage, Frederick, merely to have the 
* of feeding them? Should you like to be always 
ſhut up in a little room, and think it ſufficient if you 


4 

p 

were ſupplied with victuals and drink? Is there no (#1 
enjoyment in running about, jumping, and going from 4 
place to place? Do not you like to keep company; 0 
with little boys and girls? And is there no pleaſure in * 
| breathing 1 the freſh air? "Though theſe little animals © 
are inferior to you, there is no doubt but they are ca-ſÞ " 
pable of enjoyments ſimilar to theſe; and it muſt be a n 
dreadful life for a poor bird to be ſhut up in a cage, al 
L 


where he cannot ſo much as make uſe of his wings; 
where he is excluded from his natural companions; and , 


the air muſt afford to him when at liberty to ſoar to an 
ſuch a height. But this is not all, for many a poor bird T« 

is caught, and ſeparated from its family, after it has fo! 
been at the trouble of building. a neſt, has perhaps laid loy 
Its eggs, or even hatched its young ones, which are by hir 
\ this means expoſed to inevitable deſtruction. Tt i is likely the 
that theſe very Redbreaſts may have young ones, for 1 ; 

al 


| Harriet, it would be pity an iy confine them, 
why, mamma, if it is wrong to 


ſaid M. ls Harriet. 


e 1 oy 
rather. think they have, from the circumſtance of their 
7 If that is the caſe, ſaid Mits 


But 
Catch birds, did you at 


8 
| 
| 


one time keep Canary-birds? ? 

The caſe is very different in e to \Caniry-birds 
my dear, ſaid Mrs, Benſon; ; by keeping them in a cage, 
I did them a kindneſs. —1 conſidered them as little fo- 


| reigners who claimed my hoſpitality: This kind of bird 
| came originally from a warm climate; they are in their 


nature very ſuſceptible of cold, and would perifh i in the 


open air in our winters; neither does the food which 


they feed on grow plentifully in this country; ; and as 
they are always here bred in cages, they do not know 


how to procure the materials for their neſts abroad. 


And there is another particular which would greatly 


; diſtreſs them were they to be turned looſe, which is, the 
ridi icule and contempt they would be expoſed to from 


other birds. I remember once to have keen! 2 poor Ca- 
= which had been turned looſe becauſe it could 
not ſing; and ſurely no creature could be more miſer- 
able. It was ſtarying for want of victuals, famiſhing 
with thirſt, ſhivering with cold, and looked terrified to 
the greateſt degree; while a parcel of ſparrows and 
chaffinches purſued it from place to place, twittering 
and chirping with every mark of infolence and deriſion. 


I could not help fancying the little creature to be like a 


foreigner juſt landed from ſome diſtant country, fol- 


lowed by a rude rabble of boys, who were ridiculing 
him becauſe his dreſs and bem were ſirange to 


them. 

And what beeame' of the odor little creature, mamma? 
I was going to tell you, my deaf, 
| es B 4 replied 


| 


| 
» | 


= 


| 7% 32 7 | 
" paplics Mrs. Benſon; L ordered the ſervant to bids 


me a cage, with ſeed and water in their uſual places; 


this I cauſed to be hung on a tree, next to that in which 
the little ſufferer in vain. endeavoured to hide himſelf 


among the leaves frem his cruel purſuers. No ſooner 


aid the ſervant retire, than the poor little wretch flew 
to it. I immediately had the cage brought into the 
parleur, where I experienced great pleaſure in obſerv- 


R what happineſs the poor creature enjoyed in her 


eliverance, I kept it ſome years; but not chooſing to 


oo fine her in a little cage, had a large one bought, and 


2 C nion for her of her own ſpecies... I 
Dy them with materials for building ; and from 
them proceeded a little colony, which grew ſa numer- 


Wo ous, that you know I gave them to Mr. Bruce to put 


in his aviary, where you have ſeen them enjoying 
-themſelyes, So now I hope I have fully accounted for 
having kept Canary-birds i ina * You Mare: lod, 
mamma, ſaid Harriet. 

1 have alſo, faid Mrs. Benſon, mats age 
Larks, In ſevere winters vaſt numbers of them come 
to this country from a colder climate, and many periſh. 
- Quantities of them are killed and ſold for the ſpit ; and 


| >: tho bird-catchers uſually bave a great many to ſell; and 
many an idle boy has ſome to diſpoſe of. I frequently 


buy them, as you know, Harriet; but as ſoon as the 


fine weather returns I conſtantly fet them at liberty. 
But come, my dears, prepare for your morning walk; 
and afterwards let me ſeg you in my dreſſing- room. 


I wonder, faid Frederick, whether. our Redbreaſts 


| have got a neſt? I will watch to-morrow which way 


OE: fly; for I ſhould like to ſee the little ones, And 


ne Tg you do ſhould you find them out? ſaid his 
| mamma; 


a 
| 
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ne 
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mamma; not take the neſt, 1 hope? ; Why, replied 


Frederick, I ſhould like to bring it home, mamma, and 


put it in-a tree near the houſe ; ; and then I wouls ſcatter 3 


crumbs for the old ones to feed them wit. 


Vour deſign is a kind one, ſaid Mrs, Benſon, but 
would greatly diſtreſs your little fayourites... Many 


birds, through fear, forſake their neſts when they are 


removed ; therefore I deſire you to tet them alone if 
you ſhould chance to find them. Miſs Harriet. then 1 2 
rewarked that ſhe thought it very cruel to take birds? 
neſts. Ah! my dear, ſaid Mrs. Benſon, ihoſe who _ 


commit. ſuch barbarous actions are quite inſenſible to 


the diſtreſſes they occaſion. It is very true, that we 


ought not to indulge ſo great a degree of pity and ten- 


derneſs for ſuch animals as for thoſe who are more pro- 
verly our fellow - creatures; I mean men, women, and 
enildren; but, as every living creature can feel, we 
ſhould have a conſtant regard to thoſe feelings, and 
ſtrive to give. happineſs rather than . inflict, miſery. - 
But go, my dear, and take your walk. Mrs. Benſon | 
then left them to attend her uſual morning employments;, ; 


and the young lady and gentleman, attended by, their 


maid, paſſed an agreeable half hour in the garden. 
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Ix the mean time the hen Redbreaſt returned to the 


neſt, while her mate took his flight in ſearch of food 
for his family. When the mother approached the neſt, 
the was ſurpriſed at not hearing as uſual the chirping 
of het young ones; and what was her aſtoniſhment at 
ſeeing Winn. A; crowded | together, ; trembling. with 
BY . . 8 apprehenſion | 


Bs 


| 
5 5 
WI 
| | 
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| } a3 
| \qpprehenſion: What is the wy A my neflings, ſaid 
1 ſhe, that I find you in this —_—y 
. Oh, in my dear mother! cried Robin, who firſt ven- 
2 tured to raiſe up his head, is it you? Peckſy then re- 
Vived, and entreated her mother to come into the neſt; 
Wich ſhe" did without delay, and the little wemblerz 
2 crept under! Her wings, endes vouring t to Set them- 
felves i in this happy retreat. | 4 
What Has terrified you in this Wanner aid ſhe, 
Oh! Ido not know, replied Dicky, but we have ſeen 
fach à monſter as I never beheld before. A monſter, 
; dear! pray deſcribe it. I cannot, ſaid Dicky, it 
was too frightful to be deſcribed. F rightful, indeed, 
Fried Robin, but J had A _ view of ey and All give 
1 the beſt deſcription I can.” 155 1 
We were all ſitting beer in this nelt nd very 
happy together; Dicky and T were trying to ſing, 
when ſuddenly we heard a noiſe againſt the wall, and 
preſerit] ya great round red face appeared before the | 
neſt, with'a pair of enormous ſtaring eyes, a very large 
beak, and below that a wide mouth with two rows of 
bones that looked as if they could grind us alt to pieces | 
in an inſtant. About the top of this round face, and i 
down the ſides, hung ſomething black, but not like 
feathers. When the two ſtaring eyes had looked at us 1 
for ſome time, the whole thing diſappeared. I cannot 
hi at all conceive from your deſcription, Robin, what this 


ching could be, 1 the E but perhaps ! it may X 
come . a 
5 " Oh! I hope not, cried Flapſy, I ſhall die with fear F 
4 if it does. Why fo, my love? ſaid her mother, has it i 
done you any harm? I cannot fay it has, replied \ 


7 Flapſy. Wen "wh Yor do Or wrong, my dear; in 
giving 


18 
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. giving way to ſuch HEE! You muſt Arive: to 
get the better of this fearful diſpoſition: when you go 


abroad in the world you will ſee many ſtrange objects; 


and if you are tertified at eve appearance which you 5 


cannot account for, you will live a moſt unhappy life. 
Endeavour to be good, and then you need not fear any 
thing. But here comes your father, perhaps he will 
b able to 21. the ee e which has ſo. alarmed 
you to-day. 

As ſ60n as the father had given the worm to Robin, 
be was preparing to depart for another, but, to his ſur- 
priſe, all the reſt of the neſtlings begged him to ſtay, 
declaring they bad rather 89 ithout their meal, on. 


condition he would but remain at home and take care of 


them. Stay at home and take care of you ! ſaid he: Why 
| uſual? The mother 


is that more neceſſary now th 

then related the ſtrange occurrence that had occaſioned 

2 requeſt. Nonſenſe! ſaid he, a monſter! great 
s! large mouth! long beak! I don't underſtand 


ſuch ſtuff, Beſides, as it did them no harm, why are 


they to be in Nl terror now it is gone? Don't be 


angry, dear father, ſaid Peckfy, for it was very fright- 
ful indeed. Well, ſaid he, I will fly all round the 
orchard, and perhaps may meet this monſter. Oh, it 


| will eat you up! it will eat you up! ſaid Flapſy. Never 


fear, ſaid he; and awsy he flew, | 
The mother then again attempted to cali theta; but 


all in vain, their Ras "were now redoubled by appre- 


kenſions for their father's ſafety; however, to their 
great joy, he ſoon returned. Well, ſaid he, I have 


ſeen this monſter : the little ones then clung to their 


mother, fearing the dreadful creature was juſt at hand. 


bilo afraid again? cried hez a parcel of ſtout hearts 
«6 -i I have 


8 ft 4. 
| apprehenſion What is the Ak my nefllings aid 


ſhe, that J find you in this terror? 
Oh, m my dear mother! cried Robin, who firſt Vens 


-| tured to raiſe up his head, is it you? Peckſy then re- 


vived, and entreated her mother to come into the neſt, 


* which ſhe" did without delay, and the little Hembleri 


| Erept under ler wings, endes vouring to conceal them- 
felves i in this bappy rerreat.” 
© What Has terrified you in this als þ ſaid ſhe, 
Oh! IT do not know, replied Dicky, but we have ſeen 
fach a monſter as I never beheld before. A monſter, 
my dear! pray deſcribe it. J cannot, faid Dicky, it 
was too frightful to be deſcribed; Frightful, indeed, 
Etied Robin, but J had a oy view of 7 ane” wm give 
2 beſt deſcription I can. | 
We were all ſitting peaceably i in the neſt kg very 
happy together; Dicky and I were trying to ſing, 
vhen ſuddenly we heard a noiſe againſt the wall, and 
pteſently a great round red face appeared before the 


neſt, with a pair of enormous ſtaring eyes, a very large 


1 beak, and below that a wide mouth with two rows of 


bones that looked as if they could grind us alt to pieces 
in an inſtant. About the top of this round face, and 
down the ſides, hung ſomething black, but not like 
feathers. When the two ſtaring eyes had looked at us 
for ſome time, the whole thing diſappeared. I cannot 
at all conceive from your deſcription, Robin, what this 
thing could be, ſaid the mother, but perhaps ir may 


| come again. 


On! I hope not, cried F lapſy, I ſhall die with fear 


| if it does. Why fo, my love? ſaid her mother, has it 
done | pv any harm? I cannot fay it has, replied 


Flap. Wen then, oy do "wy wrong, my dear, in 
h eiring 


Fg 
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| giving way to ſuch Wecbeadede You muſt ſtrive to 


get the better of this fearful difpoſition: when you go 
abroad in the world you will ſee many ſtrange objects; 
and if you are tertified at every appearance which you 
cannot account for, you will live a moſt unhappy life. 
Endeavour to be good, and then you need not fear any 
thing. But here comes your father, perhaps he will 
be a to explain the appearance which has ſo alarmed 
-da | 

8 as the father had given the worm to Robin, 
be Ms preparing to depart for another, but, to his ſur- 
priſs,-all the reſt of the neſtlings begged him to ſtay, 
declaring they bad rather go without their meal, on 
condition he would but remain at home and take care of 
them. Stay at home and take care of you] ſaid he: Why 


you t 
As 


is that more neceſſary now than uſual? The mother 


then related the ſtrange occurrence that had occaſioned 
this requeſt.” "Nonſenſe ! ſaid he, a monſter! great 
eyes! large mouth! long beak! 1 don't underſtand 
ſuch tuff, Beſides, as it did them no harm, why are 
27 to be in ſuch terror now it is gone? Don't be 

nzry, dear father, ſaid Peckſy, for it was very fright- 
fu indeed, Well, ſaid he, I will fly all round the 
orchard, and perhaps may meet this monſter. Oh, it 
will eat you up! it will eat you up! [aid Flapſy. Never 
fear, id he; and away he flew, 

The mother then again attempted to can thein; but 
all in vain, their fears Were now redoubled by appre- 
benſions for their father's ſafety; | however, to their 
great joy, he ſoon returned. Well, ſaid he, I have 
ſeen this monſter : the little ones then clung to their 
mother, fearing the dreadful creature was juſt at hand. 
Wat, afraid again? cried he; a parcel of ſtout hearts 
we Sa: I have 


Pp 
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1 have i in my neſt truly? Why, 1 vou ay about 
in the world, you will in all probability ſee. hundreds 


| | 4 of ſuch monſters. (as you call them), unleſs you chooſe 


to confine yourſelves to a retired life : nay, even in 


| : 3 woods and groves you will be liable to meet ſome of 
it — them, and thoſe of the moſt miſchievous kind. I be- 


gin to comprehend, ſaid the mother, that theſe dear 
neſtlings have ſeen the face of a man. Even ſo, re- 
plied her mate; it is a man, no other than our friend 
the gardener, who has fo alarmed them. 

A MAN! cried Dicky, was that frightful thing a 
man? Nothing more, I aſſure you, anſwered. his fa- 


' ther, and a good man too, I have reaſon to believe; 


for he is very careful not to frighten your mother and 
me when we are picking up worms, and has frequently 
« thrown crumbs to us when he was eating his breakfaſt. - 
And does he live in this garden? ſaid F lapſy. He 
works here very often, replied her father, but is fre- 
quently abſent. O then, cried ſhe, pray take us abroad 
when he is away, for indeed I cannot bear to ſee him. 
You are alittle ſimpleton, ſaid the father; and if you 
Jo not endeavour to get more reſolution, I will leave 
you in the neſt by yourſelf, when I am teaching your 
brothers and ſiſter to fly and peck ; and what will you 
do then? for you muſt not expect we ſhall go from them 
to bring you food. Flapſy, fearful that her father Would 
de quite angry, pramiſed to follow his directions in 


every reſpect; and the reſt, animated by his diſcourſe, 


began to recover their ſpirits, | 
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e- the mon/ler, who was no other than honeſt. Joe the 


ar Wl gardener, went to the houſe, and enquired for bis young | 


e- Wl mafter and miſtreſs, having, as he Juſtly Luppoled, a 
nd very pleaſing . piece of, intelligence to communicate. 

Both the. young gentleman and lady, v who were accuf- 
a tomed, to receive little civilities from Joe, very readily 
a- attended him, thinking he had got ſome fruit or flowers 


e3 br them. Well, Joe, ſaid Miſs Benſon, what have 


you to ſay to us? Have you got a peach or a nec- 
tarine? or have. you brought me # root of any 
No, Miſs Harriet, ol Joe, — I 9 ee die 
to tell you that will pleaſe you as much as tho'f I had. 
What's that? what's that? faid Frederick. Why, 
Mafter F rederick, faid Toe, a pair of Robins have 
cam'd mortal often to one place in the orchard lately; 3 
fo, thinks I, theſe birds have got a neft. © So, 1 watches, 
ind watches, and at laſt 1 ſeed. the old hen Aly i into a 
bole in the tvy-wall. I had a fancy to ſet my ladder 
and look in; but, as maſter ordered me not to frighten 
| ie birds, I ta yed till the old one flew out again, and 
in Mica 1 MAE: and there I fee'd' the little Creatures 
ſe, ful fledged, and, if you and M iſs Harriet may go with 
Ne, Iwill ſhew them to you, for the neſt is but a little 


ray from the ground, and you may 9 get up the 
iep-ladder. | eee 


Frederick was in faptures; being confident that theſe 


Frre the d Roving he was ſo Nr to and 
P. | 1 ot r | 


of | Wals theſe terrible commotions paſſed in the neſt, 
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| (like a little thoughtleſs boy as be 85 would have 

gone immediately with the gardener, had not his ſiſter 
reminded him that it was proper to aſk mamma'; 
leave firſt; for which purpoſe ſhe W him i into i 
the parlour. 5 a 
Good news! geod news! mamma, cried Frederick; 
Jas has found the Robin's neft. Has he, indeed! fad Ml 7 
Mrs. Benfon. "Let es, mamma, ſaid Mifs Harriet; and, b 
if agreeable | to you, we ſhould be glad to g9 along with * 
Joe to fee it.— And how are you to get at it? ſaid Ml ® 
Mrs. Benſon, for I ſuppoſe it is ſome height from the * 
Sound? Oh! I can climb a ladder very well, cried Il * 
Frederick. Vou climb a ladder ? ? Fou are a clever I b. 
_ gentleman at climbing, I know, replied his mamma; W 
dut &6 you Pürpoſe to mount tob, Harriet ? I think ba 
this i is rather an indelicate fcheme for a lady. | Joe tells 
me that the neſt is but a very little way from the ground, 
mamma, anſwered Harriet, but if I find it otherwiſe, 
ou may depend on my not going up. On this condi- 
tion I will permit you to go—bur pray, Mr. Frederick, 
Tet me remind you not to frighten, your little fivourite, 


Not for all the world, ſaid Frederick: ſo away! he ſkip- cal 

ped, and got to Joe before his ſiſter... We may go! well bet 

may go! Joe, cried. he. Stay for me, Joe, I beg, faid my 

Miſs Harriet, who preſently joined him. Roß 

When the Redbreaſts had quieted the fears of their Geri 

young family, they fed them as uſual ; and then, having de 

a little private buſineſs, they retired to a tree, deſiring lter 

their little neſtlings not to be terrified if the monſter oy 

1 ſhould look in upon them again, as it was very probable * 
1 he would do. I bey promiſed to bear the she as well 0 
| as they could. IS } e 
When the old ones were ſeated in the tree, ſe eat 


time 


I ncyer ſaw any thing ſo pretty in my life! I Wish 1 
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ſee, my love, how very timorous they are, and if we 


do not uſe them a little to the world, they will never be 


able to ſhift for themſelves. Very true, replied the 
mother, they are now full fledged, and therefore, if you 
pleaſe, we will take them out to-morrow : but it will 
be neceſſary for me to prepare them for it; I will there 
fore return to the neſt. One of the beſt preparatives, 
anſwered her mate, will be to leave them by themſelves 


a little ; therefore we will now take a flight together for 


a ſhort time, and then go back. The mother com- 
plied, but not without reluctance, for ſhe longed to be 
with her dear family. Let us now return to the happy 
party, which we lately left ſetting off on their viſit to 
e , 2 eats 


C HAP. VIE: ©* 
As ſoon as Joe found that the young gentry, as he 
called them, had obtained permiſfion to accompany hit; 
he took Frederick by the hand, and ſaid, Come eng 
my young maſter; but, at Miſs Harriet's requeſt, 
ſtopped while ſhe fetched her bonnet and tippet. Fre- 
terick's impatience was ſo great, that he could ſcarcely 
de reſtrained from running all the way, but that his 
lſter entreated him not to make himſelf too hot. 
Atfength they arrived at the deſired ſpot ; Joe placed: 
the ladder, and his young maſter, with a little aſſiſtance, 
mounted it very dexterouſly: but who can deſcribe his 
raptures when he beheld the neſtlings! Oh, the ſweet 
creatures, cried he, there are four- of them; I declare! 


might 


time, ſaid the father, to take our. neſtlings abroad. Lou 
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away, for you will either terrify the little creatures, or 
alarm the old birds, which perhaps are now waiting 


* directly, faid Frederick; and ſo good by, Robins] I hope 2 


you know we promiſed her to ſtay but a little while; 
5 beſides, we hinder Joe from his work. Never mind 


am ſartain; and if I thought he would, I would work 


| replied Miſs Harriet, Huh I am ſure. papa would not de- 


— 


Ir 


might: carry you all home! That you . muſt not da . 


Frederick, ſaid his ſiſter; and I beg you will come | " 


ſomewhere near to feed them. Well, Iwill come away . 


you will come ſoon, along with your father and mother, 
to be fed in the parlour. He: then, under the conduct ha 


of his friend Joe, deſcended. | ſu 
_ + Joe next addreſſed Miſs Harriet: Wm, my young _ ha 
trols, faid he, will you go up? As the ſteps of the ladder M * 
were broad, and the neſt was not high, Miſs Benſon ven- 1 

| to-go up, and was equally delighted with her bro- ff © 
| ther; but ſo fearful of terrifying the- little birds, and bu 
__ alarming the old ones, that ſhe would only indulge her- fea 


ſelf with a peep at the. neſt. Frederick inquired how “ 


| ſhe liked the young Robins? They are ſweet crea- ß 
- tures, ſaid ſhe, and I hope you will ſoon find means to 


invite them to join our party of birds, for they appear 


to me ready to fly; but let us return to mamma, for irq 


that, ſaid the honeſt fellow, maſter won't be angry, I 
an hour later to fetch up loſt time. Thank you, Joe, 


fire that 

At this inſtant Frederick N the. two Red. 
breaſts, who were returning from, their propoſed EXCUr- 
ſion, and called to his ſiſter to obſerve them. He was 
very deſirous to watch whether they would go back to 
their neſt, but ſhe would on no account conſent to ſtay, 


leſt ber mamma ſhould be . and Jeſt the 
birds 


— 
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1b heels be frightened: Frederick therefore, wich 
reluctance, een * * Joe attended them to the 
| houſe, ; 
. As ſoon as = were out of geht the hen vinl pro- 
"led to return to the neſt ; ſhe had obſerved the party, 
and though ſhe did not ſee them looking into her ha- 
bitation, ſuppoſed, from their being ſo near, that they . 
had been taking a view of it, and communicated her 
ſuſpicions to her mate. He agreed with ber that this 
had probably been the caſe, and ſaid he now expected 
to hear a fine ſtory from the neſtlings. Let us return, 
however, ſaid the mother, for perhaps they have been 
terrified again. Well, ſaid he, I will attend you then; 
but let me caution you, my dear, not to induige their 
fearſul diſpoſition, becauſe ſuch indulgence will certainly 
prove injurious to them. I will do the beſt I can, 
replied ſhe, and then flew to the neft followed by her 
mate. Fi; 

She alighted 1 upon. the i ivy, and peeping into the neſt, 
Irquired how they all did. Very well, dear mother, 
laid Robin. What, cried the father (who now alighted), 
all ſafe! Not one eat up by the monſter? No, father, 
replied Dicky, we are not devoured, and yet, I aſſure — 
you, the monſter we ſaw. before has been here again, 
and brought two others with him. Two others! what, 
like himſelf? ſaid the father: I thought, Flapſy, you 
were to die with apprehenſion if you ſaw him again? 
And fo I believe I ſhould have done, had not you, my 
good father, inſtructed me to conquer my fears, replied 
Flapſy. When I ſaw the top of him, my heart began 
to flutter to ſuch a degree that I was bebe to faint, and 
every feather of me ſhook ; but when I found he ſtayed 
but a do. little while, [ recovered, a and was in hopes 

he 
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he was quite gone. My brothers and ſiſter, I believe; 
felt as I did ; but we comforted one another that the] , 
danger was over for this day, and all agreed to mate ! 
ourſelves happy; and not fear this monſter, "ſince yen „ 
had affured us he was very harmleſs. However, before p 
we were perfectly come to ourſelvee, we heard very f. 
uncommon noiſes, ſometimes a hoarſe found, - difagree- of 
able to our ears as the croaking of a raven, and ſome- at 
times a ſhriller noife, quite unlike the note of any bim w 
that we know of, and immediately after ſomething pte. th 
ſented iifelf to our view which bore a little refemblance 
to the monſter ; but by no means fo large and fripht- 
ful. Inſtead of being all over red, it had on each ſide 
two ſpots of a more beautiful hue than Dicky's breaſt; 
the reſt of it was of a moſt delicate White, excepting 
two ſtreaks of a deep red, like the cherry you brought 
us the other day, and between theſe two ſtreaks were 
rows of white bones, but by no means dreadful to be- 
hold, like thoſe of the great monſter; its eyes were 
blue and white, and round this agreeable face was ſome- 
thing which I cannot deſcribe, very pretty, and as 
gloſly as the feathers of a goldfinch. There was ſt 
cheerful and pleaſing a look in this creature altogether, 
that notwithſtanding-I own I was rather afraid, yet an 
had pleaſure in looking at it; but it ſtayed a very little all 
time, and then diſappeared. While we were puzzbvgW ing 
 Gurſelves with conjectures concerning it, another crea-M ſorr 

ture, larger than it, appeared before us, equally beau- lag 
tiful, and with an aſpect ſo mild and gentle that we neſt 
were all charmed with it; but, as if fearful of alarming tir; 
us by its ſtay, it immediatel y retired, and we have been exp. 
longing for your and my mother's return, in hopes you A 


: wn be able to tell us what we have ſeen. A ads fatht 
In, 


* 


favoured with their particular regard. 


„ ! 
I am bappy, my dears, ſaid the mother, to find you 
more compoſed than I expected: for as your father and 
1 were flying together in order to come back to you, 


we obſerved the monſter, and the two pretty creatures 


Peckſy has deſcribed; the former is, as your father be- 
fore informed you, our friend the eardener, and the 
—_ are our young benefactors, by whofe bounty we 


are every day regaled : and who, I will venture to fay, 


will do you no harm. You cannot think how kindly 
they treat us; and though there are a number of other 
biras who ſhare their goodneſs, your father arts I are 


_ 


Oh! ſaid Peckſy, are theſe ſweet creatures your 


wy ? I long to go abroad that I may ſee them again. 


Well, cried Flapſy, I perceive that if we judge from 
appearances we may often be miſtaken; ; who would 
have thought that ſuch an ugly monſter as that gar- 
dener could have had a tender heart? Very true, re- 
plied the mother ; you muſt make it a rule, F lapſy, to 
judge of mankind by their ations, and not by their looks; , 


I have known ſome of them whoſe appearance was as 
engaging as that of our young benefactors, who were, 


notwithſtanding, barbarous enough to take eggs out of 
a neſt and ſpoil them; nay, even carry away neſt and 
all before the young ones were fledged, without knows 
ing how to feed them, or having any regard to the 
ſorrows of the tender parents.—Yes, ſaid the mother, 
laſt year it was my misfortune to be deprived of my 
neſtlings in that manner, which occaſions my being ſo 
timid ; the anguiſh I ſuffered for their loſs is not to be 

expreſſed, W 
A calamity: of the ſame kind befel me, replied the 
lather, I never ſhall forget it. I had been making an 
_ excurſion 
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e -excurſion. into the woods i in order to procure fome de. 
licious morſels for one of my neſtlings : when. I re. 


turned to the place in which I had imprudently buik 


(for being young and inexperienced, I did not foreſee 
the danger of chooſing an expoſed fituation), the firſt 


circumſtance that alarmed me, was a part of my neſt 


— ſeattered on the ground juſt at the entrance of my ha- 
bitation; I then perceived a large open ng in the wall, 


where before there was only room for myſelf to paſs, 
I ſtopped with a palpitating heart, in hopes of hearing 
the chirpings of my beloved family ; but all was ſilence, 
I then reſolved to enter; but what was my conſterna- 
tion when I found that the neſt, which my dear mate 
and I had with ſo much labour built, and the dear little 
ones, who were the joy of our lives, were ſtolen away; 
nay, I did not know but the tender mother alſo was 
taken captive. I immediately ruſhed out of the place, 


diſtracted with apprehenſions for the miſeries they might 
| endure; lamenting my weakneſs, which rendered me 


incapable of effecting their reſcue; was ready to tear off 
my own feathers with vexation; but recoflecting that 


my dear mate might in all probability have eſcaped, [- 


reſolved to go in ſearch of her. 
As I was flying along I ſaw three boys, whoſe ap- 


pearance was far from diſagreeable; one of them held 


in his hand my neſt of young ones, which he eyed with 
_ cruel exultation, while his companions | ſeemed to ſhare 


his joy. 


The dear little creatures, inſenſible of their fate (for 


they were newly hatched), opened their mouths in ex- 
pectation of the uſual ſupply, but all in vain; to have 
_ attempted feeding them at this time, would have been 


inevible deſtruction to myſelf ; but I reſolved to * 
| c 
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the barbations,: that I might at lead ſee to win Place 


my darlings were conſigned. 


In a ſhort time the party arrived at a Wente and * 


who before held the neſt now committed it ta the care 


of another, but ſoon returned with a kind of victuals I 
was totally unacquainted with; and with this my young 


ones, when they gaped for food, were ſucceſſively fed; 
hunger induced them to ſwallow it with avidity, but 
ſoon after, miſſing the warmth of their mother, they ſet 
up a general chirp of lamentation, which pierced my 
very heart, Immediately after this the neſt was carried 
away, and what became of my neſtlings afterwards I 
never could diſcover, though I frequently hovered about 
the fatal ſpot of their impriſonment with the hope of 
ſeeing them. | 

Pray, father, ſaid Dicky, what became of your n 
Why, my dear, ſaid he, when J found there was no 
chance of aſſiſting my little ones, I purſued my courſe, 


and ſought her in every place of our uſual reſort, but 
to no purpoſe: at length I returned to the buſh, where 
I beheld an afflicting ſight indeed, my dear companion 


lying on the ground, juſt expiring! I flew to her in- 
ſtantly, and endeavoured to. recall her to life. At the 


ſound of my voice ſhe lifted up her languid eyelids, and 
with feeble accents ſaid, And are you then ſafe, my 


love? what is become of our little ones? In hopes of 


comforting her, I told her they were alive and well; 
but ſhe replied, Your conſolations come too late; the 


blow is ſtruck, I fee] my death approaching. The 


horror which ſeized me when I miſled my neſtlings, and 


ſuppoſed myſelf robbed at once of my mate and infants, 
was too powerful for my weak frame to ſuſtain. Oh! 


why will the human race be ſo wantonly cruel? The 
| „ | agonies 
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| F © 
agonies of death now. came on, and, after : a few. cha | 
vulſive pangs, ſhe breathed her laſt, and left me an un- Whee 
happy widower. I paſſed the remainder of the ſummer, ill 
and a dreary winter that ſucceeded it, in a very un- ſire 
comfortable manner; though the natural cheerfulneſs Wienc 
of my diſpoſition did not leave me long a prey to un- Hut: 
availing ſorrow; and having paid a proper tribute to e at 
the memory of my firſt dear mate, I reſolved the fol- f fol 
\ lowing ſpring to ſeek another, and had the good for- Wirds 
tune to meet with one, whoſe amiable diſpoſition In 
has renewed my happineſs. —And now, my dear, ſaid ther, 
he, let me aſk you what became of your former com- Hal, 
5 enn yorl, 
Why, replied the hen Redbreaſt, ſoon after the loſs Iron, 
'of our neſt, as he was endeavouring to diſcover what {Wain 
was become of it, a cruel hawk caught him up and de- Won! 
voured him in an inſtant. Peck 
I need not ſay that I felt the biteereſt/p pangs Pa bis parer 
loſs; it is ſufficient to inform you, that I led a ſolitary. them 
life till I met with you, whoſe endearing behaviour has head: 
made ſociety again agreeable to me. bo thi 
While the parent birds were thus relating the hiſtory 
of their paſt misfortunes, the young ones liſtened with 
the greateſt attention; and when the tales were ended 
Flapſy exclaimed, Oh! what dangers there are in the 
world! I ſhall be afraid to leave the neſt. Why ſo, 
my love? ſaid the mother; every bird does not meet 
with hawks and cruel children. You have already, as 
you ſat on the neſt, ſeen thouſands of the feathered race, 
of one kind or other, making their airy excurſions, full 
of mirth and gaiety. This orchard conſtantly reſounds 
with the melody of thoſe who chant forth their ſongs of Ntbe 1: 
joy; and J. believe there are no beings in the world Were 
happier MW 


app 


1 | 


appier than birds, for we are naturally formed ſor 

heerfulneſs 3: and 1 flatter myſelf a prudent precaution. | 
ill preſerve both your father and myſelf from any fu- 

ure accident, Our parents were young and inexpe- 
jenced themſelves, and could not give us good advice; 
ut we know the dangers of the world, and I hope ſhall: 
e able to point out to you ſuch rules of conduct as may, 
cidents to wha: 


followed, counteract the uſual 
irds are expoſed. 

Inſtead of indulging your fears, 
her, ſummon up-all your conrage, for to-morrow you: 
hall, with your brothers and ſiſter, begin to ſee the 
vorld. Dicky expreſſed great delight at this declara- 
ion, and Robin boaſted that he had not the leaſt re- 
ains of fear. Flapſy, though till apprehenſive. of 
monſters, yet longed to ſee the gaieties of life, and 
Peckſy wiſhed to comply with every deſire of her dear: 
parents, The approach of evening now reminded 
them that it was time to take repoſe, and turning their 


to the genes powers of "Ones 


CHAP. VI. 


11 Maſter al Mis Benſon had ben n 
with the ſight of the Robin's neſt, they were returning 


were met in the garden by their papa and mamma, ac- 
companied by Miſs Lucy Jenkins and her brother Ed- 
ward. The former was a fine girl about ten years old; 
the latter a robuſt rude boy, turned of eleven, We 


here coming to ſeek you, my dear, ſaid Mrs. Benſon 


"lapſy, ſaid the fa-. 


heads under their wings, each bird ſoon religne itſelf 


to the houſe, conducted by their friend Joe, when they 
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to her children, for I was fearful that. the buſineſs you 


- went _ would make * forget your young Vis 
| I cannot-anſwer * Frederick, ee Miſs Benſon 
but indeed, mamma, I would not on any account have 


lighted my friends. —How do you do, my dear Miß 


Jenkins? faid ſhe, I am happy to ſee you. Will you 
go with me into the play-room ? I have got ſome very 


pretty new books. — Frederick, have you nothing to] 


ſhew Maſter Jenkins? O yes, ſaid Frederick, I have 
got a new ball, a new top, a new organ, and twenty 
pretty things, but : had rather go back and ſhew hin 
the Robins. 
The Robins! ſaid Maſter Jenkins, what Robins? 
Why our Robins that have built in the ivy-wall 
Lou never ſaw _ ny ſo ney in your. life as the 

Little ones. 

Oh, I can ſee birds enow at home, ſaid Maſter 
Jenkins; but why did you not take the neſt ? it would 

have been nice diverſion to you to toſs the young birds 
about. I have had a great many neſts this year, {od 
do believe I have an hundred eggs. 

An hundred eggs! and how do you propoſe to hatch 
them ? faid Miſs Harriet, who turned W on hearing 
him talk in this manner. S 

Hatch them, Miſs Benſon ? faid i wi ever chin 
of hatching birdsꝰ eggs? 

Oh, then you eat them, ſaid F 1 or . 
let your cook make puddings of them? | 
No, indeed, replied Maſter Jenkins, I n out the 
inſide, and then run a thread through them, and give 
them to Lucy to hang up amongſt her curioſities; and 
very e they look, I aſſure you. 


- * 5 
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ou 5 ſo, ſaid Miſs Harriet, you had rather ſee a W 
ui. ¶ of empty egg-ſhells, than hear a ſweet concert of birds 
 Wincing in the trees? I admire your taſte truly! 

on, 298 is there any harm in taking birds“ eggs? 


ave W (id Miſs * - 'I never before heard that there 


Lis was. 
you ; My dear mamma, replied Miſs ben has ks 
ery me to think there is harm in every action which gives 
op cauſeleſs pain to any living creature; and I own I have 
a very particular Rp ry for birds. 
mY Well, faid Miſs Jenkins, I have no notion of ſuch 
afections, for my part. Sometimes, indeed, I try to 
rear thoſe which Edward brings home, but they are 
teaſing troubleſome things, and I am not lucky; to tell 
vals I we tr th, I do not concern myſelf much about them; 
if 1 live they live, and if they die they die. He has 
brought me three neſts this day to plague me: I 


being in a hurry to come to ſee you, I quite forgot it 
Did you feed them, Edward? ot I, ſaid he, I 
thought you would do it; 'ris enough for me to find the 
neſts, 

birds at home without W exclaimed Miſs 
Harriet, 

! did not think of then; but wil food them when * 
return, ſaid Miſs Jenkins. 

Oh, (cried Miſs Benſon, I cannot 8 the Ss 
of what the poor little creatures muſt ſuffer, _ 

4 ſaid Maſter Jenkins, ſince you feel fo 
much r them, I think, Miſs Harriet, you will make 
the beſt nurſe.— What ſay you, Lucy, will you give 
the nefls to Miſs Benſon? With all my heart, replied 


| 
5 rs 


thought to have fed the birds before I came out, but 


And have you actually left thre neſts of young 


E | oo 


— 


WO them, (aid Miſs Benſon ; but if ſhe will, I ſhall be gla 


E Th ORs 
his ſiſter ; i and pray do not plague me with any r more ” 


them. „ - | Wc 
I do not | "RR that my mamma will let me accept but 


to do ſo. 
Frederick 8 what tots they were, and Maſter 
Jenkins informed him there was a neſt of linnets, a 
neſt of ſparrows, and another of blackbirds. Frederick 
was all impatience. to ſee them; and Miſs Harriet 
"longed to have the little creatures in her poſſeſſion, that 
The might reſcue them from their deplorable” con- 
dition, and leſſen the evils of captivity; which they now 
: fulfexed i in the extreme. | | 
ler mamma had left her with her young compa- 
nions, that they might indulge themſelves in innocent 
amuſements without reſtraint, but the tender-hearted 
Harriet could not engage in any diverſion, till ſhe had 
made interceſſion in behalf of the poor birds: ſhe there- 
fore begged Miſs Jenkins would accompany her to her 
mamma, in order to aſk permiſſion to have the birds 
neſts. She accordingly went, and made her requeſt 
known to Mrs. Benſon, who readily conſented ; ob- 
| ſerving, that though ſhe had a very great objeCtion to 
her children's having birds' neſts, yet ſhe could not 
; deny her daughter on the preſent occaſion. Harriet, Ni 
from an unwillingneſs to expoſe her friend, had ſaid but Will ſen 
little on the ſubject, but Mrs. Benſon, having great our 
- diſcernment, concluded that ſhe made the requeſt from % :#, 
a merciful motive, and knowing that Miſs Jenkins bad ihres ww; 
no kind mamma to ”_ her 1 ſhe thus ad- This 
dreſſed her. nkins 
I perceive, my young friend, that Harriet i is appre- d broy 


henſive the birds Wil not meet with the ſame kind ly too! 
| treatment | 
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pf ceatrnent from you, which ſhe is diſpoſed to give them! 
II cannot think you have any cruelty in your nature, 
pt Nput perhaps you have only accuſtomed yourſelf to con- 


ider birds as playthings, without ſenſe of feeling; 


e, who am a great admirer of the beautiful little crea- _- 
er tures, they appear in a very different light; and I 


2 are been an attentive abſeryer of them, I aſſure you. | 
ck Though they cannot ſpeak our language, each kind 
iet Nas one of its own, which | is perfectly underſtood. by 
at Wthoie of its own ſpecies ; ; and ſo far intelligible to us as 
n- o convince us they are ſuſceptible of joy, grief, fear, 
inger, and reſentment; and we may eaſily diſcover, 


em; from whence we may juſtly infer, that it is cruel 
o rob them of their young, deprive them of their li- 
had Nperty, ſeparate them from their reſpeCtive ſocieties, or 
lace them in ſituations where they are excluded from 
he bleſſings ſuited to-their natures, for which it is im 
offible for us to give them an equivalent. 

Beſides, theſe creatures, inſignificant as they appear 
your eſtimation, were made by Gop as well as you, 
lave you not read in your Teſtament, my dear, thar 
ur Saviour ſaid, Bleſſed are the merciful, for they ſhall 
Hain mercy? How then can you expect that God 


ouring to imitate him in being merciful to the 11. 


res which he defs, gned for happineſs? 2 
s ad- This admonition from Mrs. Benſon, which Mis 
nkins did not expect, made her look very ſerious, 
pre-FW4 brought tears into her eyes: on which the good 
kind ) took her by the hand, and kindly faid, £ will not 
„ to 


hat they delight in aſſociating with thoſe of their own 
las, and purſue with alacrity the employments allotted 


ll ſend his bleſſing upon you, if you, inſtead of en- 


jt of your power, are wantonly cruel to innocent crea- 


— == 
< 


| 6. 1 am ure you will think me your friend. 1 knew your 


for the tenderneſs of her diſpoſition. But let me not 


{ 5 þ ” you muſt come back afterwards; and I make no 
i] . doubt but that to oblige you. ſhe will feed them to- 
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| to diſtreſs you, my dear, but merely to awaken the 

x natural ſentiments of your heart ; 1 flect at your leiſure Ml 
on. what I have taken the libe erty of ſaying to you, and 


dear mamma, and can aſſure you ſhe was remarkable 0 


detain you from your amuſements; go to your own 
apartment, Harriet, and uſe your beſt endeavours to 
make your viſitors happy. You cannot this evening 
fetch the birds, becauſe when Miſs Jenkins goes it 

will be too late for you to take ſo long a walk, 2 


ht. | 
2 7 Harriet and Miſs Jenkins ee 1 found ©! 
Frederick diverting himſelf with the hand- organ, which 


ad lately been preſented by his god-papa; but Maſter can 
Jenkins had laid hold of Miſs Harriet's dog, and was bell 
fearching his own. pocket for a piece of ſtring, that he fuct 
might tie him and the cat together, to fee, as he ſaid, H 
how nicely. they would fight; and fo fully was he bent © 
on this cruel purpoſe, that it was with difficulty he a 
could be prevailed on to relinquiſh it. Jon 
Dear me, ſaid he, if ever J came into ſuch a bon vas 
in my life, chere is no fun here. What would you 1 Ws 
ſaid to Harry Pritchard and me the other.day when ws Gig 1 
made the cats fly? _ 10 hi 
Made the cats fly! faid Frederick, how was that? din 
Why, replied he, we tied bladders to each fide 0 1 1 | 

a 


their necks, and then flung them from the top of tit 
houſe. There was an ehd of their purring and mew 
ing for ſome time, I aſſure you, for they lay a lon 
_ while ee and gaſping for 0 and if the 


* 
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* had not had nine lives, I think they 5 have died: but 
and at Jaft up they low and away they ran ſcampering. 
dur Then out cam little Jemmy, crying as if he had flown 
TN wy himſelf, becauſe we hurt the poor cats; ; he had A 
not dog unning after him, who I ſuppoſe meant to call us 
u! to tak with his bow wow; but we ſoon ſtopped his 
tongue, for we caught the 4 and drove him 
TE before us into a narrow lane, and then ran hooting aftet᷑ 
a 0 him into the village; a number of . joined us, and 
* criec out as we did, @ mad dog ! a mad dog! On this 
: . ſeveral people purſued him with cudgels and broom- 


: ſticks, and at laſt he was ſhot by a man, but not dead, 
ſo others came and knocked him about the head till he 
expired. 

For ſhame Mater Jenkins, Cai Miſs Harriet; how 
can you talk in that rhodomontade manner? I cannot 
believe any young gentleman could bring his heart to 


ſuch barbarities. = 9 
Barbarities, indeed! why, have we not a right ts do 
23 we p'eafe to dogs and cats, or do you think they feel 
as we do? Fiddle faddle of your nonſenſe, ſiv 1; come, 
jau muſt hear the end of my ſtory— When the dog 
vas dead, we carried him home to little Jemmy, who 
ws ready to break his heart for the loſs of him; ſo we 
did not like to ſtand hearing his whining, therefore 
let him and got a cock, whole legs we tied, and flung 
at him till he died. Then we ſet two others to figbt⸗ 
ing; and fine ſport we had, for one was pecked till his 
breaſt was laid open, and the other was blinded, fo we. 
left them to make up their quarrel as they could. After 
this we picked all the feathers off a live chicken, and 
you never ſaw ſuch a ridiculous little animal in your 
life, Then we got ſome puppies, and drowned them 
5 G14 | _ while 


a” 


- 
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| . while the es ſtood by.. - Oh! how ſhe holed and 
= cried, while they ſtruggled on the ſurface of the water; W 2: 
and there was no quieting her for ſeveral days. 5 * 
Stop! ſtop! exclaimed Miſs Harriet; for pity's M tn 
ſake, ſtop! I can hear no more of your horrid ſto- Ml 
Tics 3. nor would I commit even one of thoſe barba- MW 
ities which you boaſt of for the world! Poor innocent Ml N. 
Ereatures ! what had they done to you to 1 ſuch ta! 
„„ ha 
I beg, Edward, faid his ſiſter, that you will fd ©: 
5 ſome other way to entertain us, or I thall really tell WF dic 


| Mrs, Benſon of you. ge 
8 What! you are growing tender-hearted all at once, as 
eried he. ; thr 


I will tell you what I think when 1 go home, ape - 
Miſs Jenkins. As for poor Frederick, he could not I bar 
reſtrain his tears; and Harriet's flowed in a copious WM wa 
ſtream, with the bare idea of the ſufferings of the poor Mi 
animals, particularly for the live chicken, and the poor Ml teec 
creature whoſe puppies were drowned in her fight ; but ¶ fete 
Maſter Jenkins was ſo accuſtomed to be guilty of thoſe I aite 
things without reflection, that there was no making IM her 
any impreſſion of tenderneſs upon his mind; and he MW vith 
only laughed at their concern, and wanted to tell a long Moppc 
ſtory about an ox that had been driven by a cruel 
'* Cdrover till he went mad; but Miſs Benſon and his ſiſter 
ſtopped their ears. As ſoon as they left off doing fo, he 
began another about bat-fowling, which is a treacher- 
dodus cuſtom of going with a lantern by night to the A 
hedges, where birds rooſt, and frightening them into 2 riet 
net placed for the purpoſe. In ſhort, it appeared fron Men; 
his diſcourſe that he was acquainted with the whole art ber n 


_ of. ng animals, | mam: 
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„ „ 1 
and At laſt little Frederick went crying to his mamma, 
er; and the young ladies retired to another apartment; ſa - 

Maſter Jenkins amuſed himſelf with catching flies in 
ty's MW the window, pulling the legs off from ſome, and the 
to. MW wings from others, delighted with their contortions, 
ba» MW which were occaſioned by the agonies they ee = 
ent MW Mrs. Benſon had ſome viſitors, which prevented her 
uch MW talking to this cruel boy, as ſhe otherwiſe would 
| have done, on hearing Frederick's account of him, but 
find WM fie eee to tell his papa, which ſhe accordingly 
tell did ſome time after, when he returned home; but this 

gentleman, ſo far from reproving his ſon, applauded him 
nce, Ml as a lad of life and ſpirit, and {aid he would be fit to o 
through the world. 

Maſter Jenkins was now. diſturbed from his bar- 
barous ſport by being called to tea; and ſoon after that 
was over the ſervant came to fetch him and his ſiſter, 
Miſs Harriet earneſtly entreated her friend Lucy to 
feed the birds properly, till ſhe ſhould be allowed to 
fetch them, who promiſed to do ſo; far ſhe was greatly - 
affected with Mrs. Benſon's diſcourſe; and then entreated 
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vith this he readily complied, as there were no further 
Pportunities for cruelty. | 
4 


CHAP. IX. 


1 her - little vine were 1 Miſs Har- 
tiet went into the drawing- room, and having paid her 
compliments, ſat herſelf down, that ſhe might improve 
ter mind by the converſation of the company. Her 
* perceived that ſne had been in tears, of which 
9 4 1, redericæ 


At 


her brother to take leave, that ſhe might return home; 


ſhall never be able fully to comprehend the capacities 


1 


the learned pig, which has lately been ſhewn in Lon- 


think. 
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F rederick had before explained hs cauſe. I d6 not 
wonder, my love, ſaid ſhe, that you ſhould have been ſo 
affected with the relation of ſuch horrid barbarities as 
that thoughtleſs boy has, by degrees, brought himſelf to 


practiſe, not only without remorſe, but by way of 


amuſement, However, do not ſuffer your mind to 
dwell on them, as the creatures on which he inflicted 


them are no longer objects of pity. It is wrong to 
grieve for the death of animals as we do for the loſs of 


our friends, becauſe they certainly are not of fo much 


conſequence to our happineſs; and we are taught to 
think their ſufferings end with their lives, as they are 
not religious beings; and therefore the killing them, 


even in the cruelleſt manner, is not like murdering a 


human creature, whe is perhaps unprepared to give an 
account of himſelf at the tribunal of heaven.—l have, 
faid a lady who was preſent, been for a long time ac- 


cuſtomed to confider animals as mere machines, ac- 
tuated by the unerring hand of Providence, to eo 
| thoſe things which are "neceffary for the preſervation 


of themſelyes and their offspring; but the ſight of 
don, has deranged ow 9 and 1 know not what to 


If we puzzle our minds for ever on the ſubject, ma 
fn] replied a gentleman who accompanied her, we 


and feelings of creatures fo different from ourſelves, 
That they have not reaſonable ſouls, like the human 
race, is evident; but at the ſame time I think we ma} 
plainly diſcover, that they have ſome portion of inte 
le, which i is even capable of improvement to à certali 


— this is particular] y exemplines i in the go” 
whic 
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which Mrs. Franks has juſt men: cioried of the learned 
pig. Mere inſtinct, I think, would never lead that 
creature to diſtinguiſh one letter from another, or, 
which amounts to the ſame thing, to comprehend the 
various ſizns by which they are pointed out to him by 
his keeper. To what a pitch may dogs and horſes be 
improved; nay, every kind of animal that I have had 
an opportunity of obſerving, ſeems to acquire ſaga- 
city, by a familiar intercourſe with rational creatures; 
yet, after all, they fall ſhort of human. reaſon beyond 
compariſon. 

For my part, N Mrs. Benſon, I gud the ſub- 
| jet ſo much above my comprehenſion, that whenever 
my mind is diſpoſed to expatiate on it, I check, the in- 
clination, from an opinion that it is of no-conſequence 
to me whether animals have intellects or not, and that 
it is amongſt thoſe things which the Almighty has in- 
tentionally concealed from our penetration. That they 
are in the power of man, and ſubſervient to his uſe and 
pleaſure, gives them a ſufficient claim to our compaſſion 
and kindneſs ; and while J am partly fed and clothed at 
the expenſe of the animal creation, I could not bring 
myſelf to inflit wanton cruelties upon them. On the. 
other hand, as Providence has placed. them ſo much 
beneath us in the ſcale of beings, I ſhould think it 
equally wrong to elevate them from their proper rank 
in life, and ſuffer them to occupy. that ſhare of attention 
and love which is due to our own ſpecies only. | 

You are certainly right, madam, anſwered the gen- 
tleman, there are objects enow for the employment 
of human reaſon, without our endeavouring to pene- 
trate into thoſe things which muſt ever remain hidden, 


unleſs the inferior creatures were endued with ſpeech. 
C5 


CI 


. can form hut very imperfect ideas even of our Indie 
own intellectual powers, Mill leſs of thoſe of other Mihis 
men; and the farther any creature is removed from us, Nidun 
the leſs capable are we of comprehending its nature, as A 
we can only Judge | in theſe matters * what paſſes in iet, 
ourſelves. ret 
Neither you, Sir, nor Mrs. Benſon, ſaid Mrs. F Op ne i 
mean, I apprehend, to diſcourage the ſtudy of the na- 1 

' tural hiſtory of animals. By no means, replied the lat. Benſ 
ter, for, as far as it is open to our view, it is replete gte 
with amuſement and inſtruction. It leads the mind to idle 
contemplate the perfections of the Supreme Being, and main 
alſo furniſhes a variety of uſeful hints for the conduct No b 
of human affairs. Many important arts have, in all Wire, 
probability, been derived from animals; and the exact MWTho 
regularity with which they diſcharge the offices of ten- Mecii!d 
derneſs and ceconomy, afford examples of real utility Namen 
to thoſe amongſt us who are diſpoſed to neglect the du- 
ties of humanity. An idle perſon, for inſtance, may 


F 
E * 


be admoniſhed by an ant or bee, a thoughtleſs mother In 
by a hen, an unfaithful ſervant by a dog, and ſo on, as {Wytic 
one of our poets has elegantly pointed out in his Fa- Waicral 
ble x. I only mean that we ſhould confine our ſpecu- Whew 
lations within due bounds, and not careſs animals to the MWyher 
neglect of the human ſpecies. form: 
Then you would condemn a lady of my acquaint= aper 
ance, ſaid the gentleman, who has a little lap-dog on Nast 
which her happineſs totally depends; and, to uſe a vul- Mhpis tc 
gar expreſſion, her very life ſeems to be wrapped up in ficke 
his. I am ſure it is quite provoking to fee a reaſonable Meolle; 
creature make herſelf ſo ridiculous. It on more than Ile y 
| : Me « 

* o s Fable of the Sherkian and Philoſopher. 


ridiculous, 


9 


1. J 


. replied Mrs. Benſon, it is really ſinful. At 
this inſtant the arrival of Mrs. F ranks's coach was an- 
nounced, and ſhe, with the gentleman, took leave. - 

As ſoon as they were gone, Pray, mamma, faid Har- 
net, what does the learned pig do? I had-a great de- 
ſre to aſk Mrs. Franks, bat was fearful the would think 
ne impertinent. 

[ commend your modeſty, my dear, replied Mrs. 


Benſon, 
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able cu 
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"but would not have it lead you- into ſuch a de- 
reſtraint as to prevent your gratifying that laud- 
riolity, without which young perſons muſt re- 
ignorant of many things very proper for them- 
acquainted with. Mrs. Franks would, I am 
ave been far from. thinking you impertinent, 
inquiries only are thought troubleſome by which 
1 interrupt converſation, and endeavour to attract 
on to their own inſignificant prattle, but all peo= 
zood ſenſe and good nature Ws in giving them 
information. | 
eſpect to the . pig, I hin heard things. 
are quite aſtoniſhing in a ſpecies of animals ge- 
regarded as very ſtupid. The creature was 


for a ſight in a room provided 


a number of people aflemblec 
Ces. 
ere placed on the floor; one 
n deſired to propoſe a word wh 
ell: this the keeper repeated 
out every letter ſucceſſively wi 


lected them together till, the wor 
He was then deſired to tell the hour 


one of 
kemed 


the company held a watch 
with his little cunning eyes 
c 6 


for the purpoſe, 


to view his per- 
Two alphabets of large 


letters. on card 
of the company 
ich he wiſhed the 
to the pig, which. 
th his ſnout, and 
d was completed. 
of the day, and 
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8 attentively; ; and having done fo, bieden out libs for 
the hour and minutes of the day. He exhibited a num- 


ber of tricks of the ſame nature, to the great diverſion 


of the ſpectators. | ON | 
For my own part, though I was in London at the M « 


time he was ſhewn, and heard continually of this won. 


derful pig from perſons of my acquaintance, I never 
went to ſee him; for I am fully perſuaded, that great 
cruelty muſt have been exerciſed in teaching him things 
ſo foreign to his nature, and therefore would not give 


IF encouragement to ſuch a ſcheme. . 
And do you think, mamma, ſaid Harriet, that the pig h 
dab the letters, and can really ſpell words. 0 


I think it poſſible, my dear, for the pig to be taught ye 


- © to know the letters one from the other, and that his Ve 


keeper has ſome private ſign, by which he directs him 9, 
to each that are wanted; but that he has an idea of 20 
ſpelling I can never believe; nor are animals capable of 

attaining human ſciences, becauſe for theſe human fa- m. 


culties are requiſite ; and no art of man can change the ch. 


nature of any thing, though he may be able to improve th 
that nature to a certain degree, or at leaſt to call fort to 


to view powers which would be hidden from us, be- op, 


| Cauſe they would only be exerted in the intercourſe of M C: 
animals with each other. As far as this can be done M for 
by familiarizing them and ſhewing them ſuch a degree ¶ vol 
of kindneſs as is conſiſtent with our higher obligations, MW the 
it may be an agreeable amuſement, but will never an- aſte 

' ſwer any important purpoſe to mankind; and I would nef 
adviſe you, Harriet, never to give countenance to the cou 
people who ſhew what they call Iearned animals, as you ben; 
may aſſure yourſelf they exerciſe great barbarities upon ¶ the 

Jen! 


them, of which Rarying them almoſt to death is 2 
| Ike) 


** 


Js Wi 61 Ti 555 


eh among the n and you may, with the mo- 


ney ſuch a ſight would coſt you, procure for yourſelf a 


rational amuſement, or even relieve ſome wretched. 
creature from extreme diſtreſs. But, my dear, it is now 
time for you to retire to reſt, 1 will therefore bid you 
poop night. 3 


n 


EARLY in the morning the hen Redbreaſt awakened 
her young brood. Coins; my little ones, faid ſhe, ſhake 
off your drowſineſs, remember this is the day ſixed for 
your entrance into the world, I deſire that each of 


- 


you will dreſs your feathers before you. go out, for a 


lovenly bird is my averſion, and neatneſs is a great 


advantage to the appearance of every one. 


The father. was upon the wing betimes, that he 
might give each of his young ones a breakfaſt before 
they attempted to leave the neſt, When he had fed 


| them, he deſired his. mate to accompany him as uſual 


to Mr. Benſon's, where he found the parlour window 
open, and his young friends ſitting with their mamma. 
Crumbs had been, according to cuſtom, ſtrewed be- 
fore the window, which the other birds had nearly de- 
voured; but the Redbreaſts took their uſual poſt on 
the tea- table, and the cock bird ſung his morning lay; 
after which they returned with all poſſible ſpeed to the 
neſt, for, having ſo important an affair to manage, they 
could not long be abſent. Neither could their young 
benefactors pay ſo much attention to them as uſual, for 
they were impatient to fetch the birds' neſts from Mis 
Nane 8; bene as ſoon as n was ended they 

ſet 


O'S 
ws out on their expedition. - Harriet carried a hafſeet' 
large enough to hold two neſts, and F rederick a ſmaller 
one for the other; thus equipped, a eee at- 
-} _ tending them, they ſet off, | 
Mr. Jenkins's houſe was about a 40" from! Mr. 
Benſon's, it was delightfully ſituated ; there was a 
beautiful lawn and canal before it, and a charming gar- 
den behind; on one fide were corn fields, and on the 
other a wood. In ſuch a delightful retreat as this it 
was natural to expect to find a great many birds; but, 
to Mi Harriet's ſurpriſe, they ſaw only a few ſtrag- 
gling ones here and there, which fled with the utmoſt Na 
; Precipitation as ſoon as ſhe and her brother appeared; 
on this ſhe obſerved to Frederick, that ſhe ſuppoſed 
Maſter Jenkins's practice of taking birds“ neſts had 
Rds them ſo ſhy, and entreated him never to commit 
ſo barbarous an action. She faid a great deal to him 
about the cruelties that naughty boy had boaſted of 
the evening before, which Frederick promiſed to re- | 
member. 5 | 
As ſoon as they arrived at the houſe, Miſs Jenkins 
ran out to receive them, but her brother was gone to 
ſchool. We are come, my dear Lucy, faid Miſs Ben- 
ſon, to claim the performance of Matter Jenkins's pro- 
miſe; how are your little priſoners ? + # 
O! I know not what to ſay to you, my dear, faid 
Miſs Jenkins, I have. very bad news to tell you, and 
I fear you will blame me exceedingly, though not more 
than I blame myſelf, I heartily wiſh I had returned 
home immediately after the kind lecture your mamma 
favoured me with yeſterday, which ſhewed me the 
. cruelty of my behaviour, though 1 Was then n aſhamed to 


on wy conviction. 
1 _ 
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© 6 1 V 
1. alked as faſt as I could at the way from your 
houſe, and determined to give each of the little erea- 
tures a good ſupper ; for which purpoſe I had an egg 
boiled, and nicely chopped; I mixed up ſome bread 
and water very. ſmooth, and put a little ſeed with the 
chopped egg amongſt it, and then carried it to the room 
where I left the neſts, But what was my concern 
when I found that my care was too late, for the greateſt 
part 4 them! Every Sparrow lay dead and bloody; 
they ſeemed to have killed each other. Urged I ſup- 
- Woe by extreme hunger, each ſpent on his unhappy | 
EY thoſe pecks and blows which v were my proper 
deſert. 55 
In the neſt of Linnets, which were very young, I 


d ound one dead, two juſt expiring, and the other almoſt 
10 xhauſted, but ſtill able to ſwallow ; to him therefore I 
0 nmediatel y diſpenſed ſome of the food I had prepared, 
of Witch greatly revived him; and, as I thought he would 
e- Wifcr with cold in the neſt by himſelf, I covered him 


ver with wool, and had this morning the pleaſure. of 
ding him quite recovered. 0 

What, all the Sparrows and three Linnets dead! faid 

recerick,' whoſe little eyes ſwam with tears at the me- 

. oY tale: and pray, Miſs A you ſtarved 

the Bl ackbirds too? 

{is MW Not all, my little friend, anſwered Miſs Jenkins; but 
muſt confell that ſome of them have fallen victims to 

ly barbarous neglect: however, there are two fine 

hes alive, which T ſhall, with the ſurviving Linnet, 


nos eerfully refign to the care of my dear Harriet, whoſe 
the aderneſs will, I hope, be rewarded by the pleaſure of 
ed to Wing them ſing when they are old enough. But I beg 


il ſtay and reſt n after your walk. 
| 5 „ 
A. 1. La WW, 


| E Ho 
Let me ſee the birds. firſt, ſaid F rederick. , bes 
That you ſhall do, anſwered Miſs Jenkins; and tak. 
ing him by the hand, conducted him to the room in 
which ſhe kept them, accompanied by Miſs Benſon. 
She then fed the birds, and gave particular inſtructions 
for making their food, and declared that ſhe would I 
never be a receiver of birds' neſts any more; but ex- t 
preſſed her apprehenſions that it would be difficult to li 
wean Edward from his propenſity for taking them; th 
however, ſaid ſhe, he is going as a boarder to a pri. MW 3 
vate academy ſoon, where I think he will have better WM ©: 


employment for his leiſure hours. | fri 
Miſs Jenkins then took her young friends into the at 
parlour to her governeſs (for her mamma was dead), ane 
' who received them very kindly, and gave each of them ne. 
a piece of cake and ſome fruit; after which Miſs Jen- ve 
- kins led them again into the room where the birds Vi! 
were, and very carefully put the neſt, with the poor Vl 
ſolitary Linnet, into one baſket, and that with the two | 
Blackbirds into the other, Frederick was very urgent 
to carry the latter, which his ſiſter conſented to; anc 
then bidding adieu to their friend, they ſet off on their 
return home, attended by the maid as before. A 
Well, Frederick, ſaid Miſs Harriet, as they. walked Chee 
along, what think you of bird-neſting now? Shou Yes, 
you like to occaſion the death of fo many little harm deſir 
leſs creatures? No, indeed, faid Frederick; and be : 


think Miſs Jenkins a very ee girl for Rarvin 
them. 

She was to blame, but is now ſorry for her fault, m 
dear, therefore you muſt not ſpeak unkindly of ber 
beſides, you know ſhe has no good mamma, as 


have, to teach me what is Proper 3 ; and her papa 
: oblige 


t s J 


k. abliged to be abſent from home very often, and leave 
in ber to the care of a governeſs, who perhaps was hever | 
n. inſtructed herſelf to be tender to animals, 
With this kind of converſation they amuſed them- 
uld ſelves as they walked, every now and then peeping into 
their baſkets to ſee. their little birds, which were very 
eto live ly and well. They entreated the maid to take them 
m; through the orchard, which had a gate that opened into 
pri- a meadow that lay in their way, having no doubt of 
tier obtaining admittance, as it was the uſual hour for their 
friend Joe to work there. They accordingly knocked 
the MW it the gate, which was immediately opened to them, 
ad), and F rederick” requeſte 2d Joe to ſhew him the Robin's | 
hem Wl neſt. But before we proceed to this part of our hiſtory, / 
Jer- ve muſt return to the Redbreaſts, whom we left on the 


birds wing, flying back to the ivy-wall, in order to take their 
poor young ones brad. 
two 


— 


CHAP. XI. 


As the father entered the neſt he cried out, with a ma 
cheerful voice, Well, my neſtlings, are you all ready? L q 
Yes, they replied. The mother then advanced, and Wo 
deſired that each of them would get upon the edge of Jl 
the neſt, Robin and Peckſy ſprang up in an inſtant, | 
but Dicky and- Flapſy deing timorous were not ſo 11 
expeditious. N | = 
The hearts of the parents felt a rapturous Ae at |} 
the advantageous view they now had of their young F 
famil Y, which appeared to be ſtrong, vigorous, and lively; Il 
and, in a word, endued with wy gift of nature 1 205 


lite 18 their ſdeceſs in the world, 


and 
Irving 


It, m 
* her 


as 


apa 
oblige 


Now, 


1 


"1 A 


þ 3 8 faid * father, ſtretch your wings, | Robin, 
| and flutter them alittle, in this manner (ſhewing him 
the way), and be ſure to obſerve my direCtions exatly, 


| | © 5 Very well, ſaid he; z do not attempt to fly yet, for here 


is neither air nor ſpace enough for that purpoſe. Walk 
gently after me to the wall; now hop and perch upon 
this branch, and as ſoon as you ſee me fly away, ſpread 
your wings, and exert all the ſtrength you bave to 
follow me. 

Robin acquitted himſelf to admiration. and alight 
very ſafely on the ground, _ 

Now ſtand till, ſaid the father, till the oft join us: 
then going back, he called upon Dicky to do the ſame 
as his brother had done; but Dicky was very fearful 

5 of uttering his wings, for he had a great deal of 
cowardice in his diſpoſition, and expreſſed many ap- 
prehenſions that he ſhould-not reach the ground with- 
out falling, as they were ſuch a great height from it. 
His father, who was a very c 
angry with him. ; 

Why, you fooliſh little thing) ſaid he, do you mean. 
to ſtay in the neſt by yourſelf and ſtarve? I ſhall leave 
off bringing you food, I aſſure you. Do ou think 
your wings were given you to be always folded by 
your ſides, and that the whole employment of your life 
is to dreſs your feathers and make yourlelf look pretty? 
Without exerciſe you cannot long enjoy health ; be- 
ſides, you will ſoon have your livelihood to earn, and 
therefore idleneſs would in you be the height of _ 
get up this · inſtant. 

Dicky, intimidated by his father 8 Apleh tue, got up, 
and advanced as far as the branch from which he was 


to deſcend ; but here his fears returned, and, inſtead of 
| | making 


rageous bird, was quite 


| the way twice without following him. 


WM % is 


a moſt irreſolute manner, and ſuffered his father to lead 


rent, finding that he would not venture to fly, took a 
rout unperceived by Dicky, and watching the oppor- 
tunity when his wings were a little 
denly behind him and puſhed him off the branch. 
Dick), finding himſelf in actual danger of falling, now 
gladly ſtretched his pinions, and, upborn by the air, 
gently deſcended to the ground ſo near the ſpot where 
Kobin ſtood that the latter a reached him by 
hopping. 

The mother now. « mat to conduA a Flaply and 
peckſy, whilſt the father ſtayed to take care of the two 
3 landed. Flapſy made a thouſand difficulties, 


but at length yielded to her mother's perſuaſions, ph 


flew ſafely down. Peckſy, without the leaſt heſitation, 
accompanied her, and, by exactly following the di- 
tections given, found wy taſk much caller. than ſhe, 
expected. 

As ſoon as they had a Vette: W froms the 


fatigue and fright of .their firſt eſſay at flying, they be- 


gan to look around them with aſtoniſhment. Every. 
object on which they turned their eyes excited their 
eurioſity and wonder. They were no longer conſined 
to a little neſt, built in a ſmall hole, but were now at 
full liberty in the open air. The orchard itſelf appeared 
to them a world. 
gazing around, firſt at one thing, then at another; at 
length Flapſy cried out, What a charming place the | 
World is! J had no conception that it was half ſo big! 
And do you ſuppoſe then, my dear, replied the mo- 
ther, that you now _ the whole of the world? I 


5 1 | N have 


' making an effort to 75 he ſtood flapping his wings in 


"This good pa- 


ſpread, came ſud- 


For ſome time each remained ſilent, 
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ip 68 7. W re. 
have ſeen but a {mall part of it 075 and yet have an 
flown over ſo large a ſpace, that what is at preſent 
within our view, appears to me a little inconſiderable 
ſpot; and I have converſed with ſeveral foreign. birds, lie 
who informed me that the country they came from was 
ſo diſtant, that they were many days on their journey MM 7 * 
hither, though they flew the neareſt way, and ſcarcely 
allowed themſelves any reſting time, 

Come, ſaid the father, let us proceed to h we 
did not leave the neſt merely to look about us. You 
are now, my young ones, ſafely landed on the ground, 
let me inſtruct you what you are to do on it. Every 
living creature that comes into the world has ſomething 
\ allotted him to perform, and therefore ſhould not ſtand 
an idle ſpectator of what others are doing. We ſmall 
birds have a very eaſy taſk, in compariſon of many 
animals I have had an opportunity of obſerving, being 
only required to feek food for ourſelves, build nefts, and 
provide for our young ones till we are able to procure 


their own livelihood, - J 
We have indeed enemies to dread; Hawks and ether toge 
birds of prey will catch us up, if we are not upon our to p 
guard, but the worſt foes we have are thoſe of the hu - A 
man race; though even among them the Redbreaſis JF erer 
- have a better chance than many other birds, on account MW Wh 


of a charitable action which a pair of our ſpecies are ff tbey 
faid to have performed towards a little boy and gil“ fo c 
who were loſt in a wood, where they were ſtarved to privz 
death, The Redbreaſts I mean ſaw the affectionate f ſo. 
pair, hand in hand, ſtretched on the cold ground, and to ſu 
obs wh have fed e had they been 1 IK oli of at 


* Alludng to the ballad of the Children in the Wood. 
1 eceiving 


-at ha 


. 60 J | 
receiving. nouriſhment : but finding them quite dead, 


and being unable to bury them, reſolved to cover them 
with leaves. This was an arduous taſk, but many a 


{ Redbreaſt has ſince ſhared the reward of it; and I be- 


lieve that thoſe who do good to others always meet 
with a recompenſe ſome way or other. But J declare 
I am doing the very thing I was reproving you for— _ 
chattering away when I ſhould be minding buſineſs. 
Come, hop after me, and we ſhall ſoon find ſomething 
worth having. Fear nothing, for you are now in a 
place of ſecurity.; there is no Hawk near, and I have 
never ſeen any of the human race enter this-orchard but 
the monſters who paid you. viſits i in the neſt, and others 
equally inoffenſive, 
e father. then hopped away, followed by Robin 
Ty icky, while his mate conducted the female part 
of the family. The parenis inſtructed their young 
ones in what manner to ſeek for food, and they proved 
very * for there were a number of inſects juſt 
| 33 | 
Nicky had the od fortune to Aid four little worms 
together, but, inſtead of calling his brother and ſiſters 
to pattake of them, he devoured them all himſelf, _ 
Are you not aſhamed, you little greedy creature? 


cried his father, who obſerved his ſelfiſh diſpoſition: 


What would you think of your brother and ſiſters were 
they to ſerve you ſo? In a family every individual ought 
to conſult the welfare of the whole, inſtead of his own 
prival e ſatisfaction. It is his own trueſt intereſt to do 
ſo. A day may come when he who has now ſufficient 
to ſupply the wants of his relations, may ſtand in need 


| of affiſtance from them. But ſetting aſide /elfb con- 


iderations, which are the laſt that ever find place in a 
SET) | generous 
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| generous breaſt, how preat is * pleaſate of doing good 


and contributing to the happineſs of others! 
| ' Dicky was quite conſounded, and immediately hopped 


away to find, if poſlible, ſomething for his brother and 


_ fiſters, that he might regain their good opinion, 

In the mean while Robin found a caterpillar, which 
he intended to take for Peckſy; but juſt as he was go- 
ing to pick it up, a Linnet, which had a neſt in the 
orchard, ſnatched it from him and flew away with it, 

Inflamed with the moſt furious rage, Robin advanced 
to his father, and entreated that he would "op after the 
Linnet and tear his heart out. ; 

That would be taking violent revenge indeed, ſaid 
| bis father. No, Robin, the Linnet has as great a'right 


to the caterpillar as you or I; and, in all probability, 
7 many little gaping mouths at home ready to receive 


But, however this may be, I had, for my own 
. rather ſuſtain an injury than take revenge. Vou 
muſt expect to have many a ſcramble of this kind in 
your life; but if you give way to a reſentful temper, 
vou will do yourſelf more harm than all the enemies in 


the world can do you; for you will be in perpetual 


agitation, from an idea that every one who does not 
act in direct conformity to your wiſhes, has a deſign 
againſt you. Therefore reſtrain your anger that you 


may be happy; for believe me, peace and tranquillity 


are the moſt valuable things you can poſſefs. 

At this inſtant Peckſy came up with a fine fat 155 
in her mouth, which ſhe laid down at her mother 
feet, and thus addreſſed her: Accept, my dear party 
the firſt tribute of gratitude which I have ever been 
able to offer you. How have I formerly longed to eaſe 


thoſe toils which you and wy dear father CC for 
our 


Mos . 
d our 1 5 and gladly would I now only you from 

further fatigue on my account,. but I am ſtill a poor 
d inexperienced creature, and muſt continue to take ſhel- 
d MW ter under your wing. All my power to aſſiſt you ſhall 
bowever be exerted, and I will hop as long as I am 
h able to procure proviſions for the family. The eyes of 
o- Wie mother ſparkled with delight; and knowing that 
Peckſy? s love would be diſappointed by a refuſal, ſhe 
ate the ſpider, which the dutiſul neſtling had fo affec- 
tionately brought her; and then ſaid, How happy would 
amiiies be, if every one like you, my dear Peckſy, con- 
ulted the welfare of the. reſt, inſtead of turning their 
id hole attention to their own intereſt. 


ht Dicky was not preſent at this ſpeech, which he might 
ty, bave conſidered as a reflection on his own conduct; but 
ve be arrived as it was ended, and preſented Peckſy with 
xn Na worm, like thoſe he had himſelf ſo greedily eaten. She 
ou received it with thanks, and declared it was doub] ly wel- 
in come from his beak. | 
er, Certainly, ſaid the mother, fraternal love ſtamps a 
in {Wile on the moſt trifling preſents. Dicky felt himſelf 
ual appy in having rexained. the good opinion of his mo- 
not tber, and obliged bis ſiſter, and reſolved for the future 
ion 0 be generous, 
you The young Redbreaſts ſoon after all collected toge- 


der, near the gate which led into the meadow, when 
they were ſuddenly alarmed with a repetition. of the 
ider {ene noiſes which had formerly ſo terrified them in the 
ſt; and Robin, who was foremoſt, beheld, to- his 
ery great amazement, Maſter and Miſs Benſon, the 
maid who attended them, and Joe the gardener, who hav= 
Ig opened the gate, was, at the requeſt of his young 
N; er and miſtreſs, conducting them to the ivy-wall. 

N 


1 „„ 4. af 
Robin, -with all his courage, and indeed he was not 

_ deficient in this qualification, was ſeized with a great 
tremor; for if the view he had of the faces of thele per. 
ſons had appeared ſo dreadful to him when he fat in the 
neſt, what muſt it now be, to behold their full ſize, and 


| © ſee them advancing with, as he thought, gigantic ſtrides 


towards him? He expected nothing leſs than to be 
| craſhed to death with the foot of one of them; and not 
having yet attained his full ſtrength, and never having 
raiſed himſelf in the air, he knew not how to eſcape; 
| therefore chirped ſo loudly as not only to ſurpriſe his 
brother and ſiſters, and bring his father and mother to 
inquire the meaning of his cry, but alſo to attract the 
attention of Maſter and Miſs Benſon. 

What chirping is that? cried the Jatter,—It Was, 
faid the maid, the cry of a young bird; was it not one 
of thoſe in the baſkets? No, ſaid Frederick, the noiſe 
came that way, pointing to ſome currant buſhes, —My 
birds are very well, and ſo is my Linnet, replied Har- 

riet. Frederick then ſet down his charge very cate- 
fully, and began looking about! in the place from whence 
he ſuppoſed the ſound proceeded, when, to his grez 
joy, he ſoon diſcovered the Redbreaſts and their little 
- family, He called cagerly to his ſiſter, who was equally 
pleaſed with the fight. Frederick then looped down 
to take a nearer view of them, by which means he di- 
realy fronted Robin, who, as ſoon as the young gen 
tleman's face was on a level with his eyes, recollected 
him, and calling to his brother and ſiſters, told them 
they need not be afraid, 

Miſs Benſon followed her brother's example, ant 
delighted the little flock with the ſight of her benig 


countenance. IO heartily lamented having nothing 
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bly up: then ſpreading his wings, he 
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aith which to regale ber old favourites and their, fa- 
mily, when Frederick, pfbduced from bis pocket a piece A 
of biſcuit which they crumbled. and ſcattered. Mis 
Benſon recollecting that her mamma would expect her 
at home, and that the. birds in the baſket would be 


hungry perſuaded her brother to take up his ae 


and return; they therefore left the Redbreaſts eee 4 


be fruits of their bounty.» res.” 
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acceptable preſent made by their young benefadt ors, 
the mother reminded the mate IF 
to think of returning to the neſt. If the little ones 
fatigue themſelves too much with hopping about, faid 
ſhe, their ſtrength will be Ae and they, will not 
be able to fly back. „5 % E I . 
True, my love, replied, her mate, i cher — un- 
der your wings a little, as there is no reaſon to apprp⸗ 
tend danger here, and then we will ſee what they Fan 
do. She complied with his deſire, and when they Were 
ſufficie ly reſted, got up, on which the whole brd 
inſtant y raiſed themſelves on. their Hs 1 
Now, Robin, cried the father, let us ſee your dex- 
erity in flying un come, 1 * 1 ſhe ww you how 
d raiſe yourſelf, | 
Oh] you need not take chat trou ble, bald the con- 
kited bi:d, as I flew down J warran I know how to 
ttempted to riſe, ; 
but in fo unſkilful a manner, that he only. ſhullled along | 
pon the Sen. 55 Ll „„ 
wy „„ e 5 
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Tbak wil 15 do; however; cried the father; Mall 1 
mew you now? Rbbin perſiſted in it that he ſtood in 
no need of inſtruction, and tried again; he managed to 
raiſe himſelf a little way, but ſoon tumbled headlong, 
| His mother then began reproving him for his obſtinacy, 
and adviſed him to accept * fathier”s Fare of 
| tenchitls bim. Anas | 85 
Tou may depend on it, Robin faid ſhe; ia he is in , 
every reſpect wiſer than you; and as he has had ſo 
much practice, he muſt of courſe be expert in the art il ot 
of flying; and if you perſiſt i in making your own fooliſh 
experiments, you will only commit a number of errors, 
and make yourſelf ridiculous; I fhould comment your 
courage, provided you would add prudence to it; 
| but nrg © on in this ignorant” manner is only 
raftineſs. 

Ter fim alone, let him alone; ſaid the father if he 
is abo being taught he may find his own way to the 
neſt, I will teach his brother. Come, faid'he, Dicky, 
Jet us fee Wlat you can do at flying upwards, you cut: 
noble flgure this morning when you fle w down, © 

'Dicky, with reluctance, advanced; he ſaid he did not 
ſet What occaſion they had to go back to the neſt at all 
| he mould ſuppoſe they might eaſily find ſome ſnug cor- 
ner to creep ints till they were ſtrong enen to rooſt 
in trees, as other birds did. 

Why you, ſaid the father, are as Nantes with 
your timidity as Robin with his conceitedneſs. Thoſe 
who give way to groundleſs fears generally expoſe 
themſelves to real dangers ; ; if you reſt on the earth al 
night you will ſuffer a great deal from cold and damp 
and may very likely be devoured, whilft you fleep, 5 


rats and * creatures that go out in the night to * 
8 for 
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for food; whereas, if you ee to go back t to the 
neſt, you have but one effort to make; for which, 1 
will venture to ſay, you have a ſufficient degree of 
ſtrength, and then you will lie warm, ſafe, and quieds 
however, do as you will. 

Dicky began to think that it was. his intereſt to obey 
his father, and ſaid he would endeavour to fly up, but 
was ſtill fearful he ſhould not be able to effect it. 

Never deſpair, replied his father, of doing what 
others have done before you. Turn your eyes up- 
wards, and behold. what numbers of birds are at this 
inſtant ſoaring in the air. They were once all neſtlings 
like yourſelf. See there that new-fledged Wren, with 
what courage he ſkims along; let it not be ſaid that a 
Redbreaſt lies groveling on the earth while a . 
ſoars above him! 

Dicky was now aſhamed of himſelf, and, inspired 


with emulation, t therefore, without delay, ſpread his 


vings and his tail; his father with pleaſure placed him- 


elf in a proper attitude before him, then riſing from 
the ground led the way; and Dicky, by carefully fol- 
lowing his example, ſafely arrived at the neſt, which - 
he found a moſt comfortable reſting-place after the 
fatigue of the morning, and rejoiced that he had a good 
father to teach him what was moſt conducive to his 
welfare. | 

The father having ſcen-hitm ſafe. hom returned to 
his mate, who, during his ſhort abſence, had been en- 
deavouring to convince Robin of his fault, but to no 
purpoſe; he did not like to be taught, what he ſtill per- 
ſuaded himſelf he could do by his own exertions ; ſhe 
therefore applied herſelf to Flaply. _- 

Come, my dear, ſaid ſhe, get ready. to follow me 
; ii when 
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. when your father yoturiis; for the ſun caſts a great heat 
here, and the neſt will be quite comfortable to you. 
Flapſy dreaded the experiment: however, as ſhe could 
not but blame both Robin's and Dicky's conduct, ſhe 
reſolved to do her beſt; but entreated her mother to 
inform her very particularly how to proceed. Well 

then, ſaid the tender parent, obſerve me. 
your legs, then ſpring from the ground as quick as you | 
can, ſtretching your wings as you riſe ſtraight out on 


each (ide of your body; ſhake them with a quick mo- 


tion, as you will ſee me do, and the air will yield to 
you, and at the ſame time ſupport your weight; which- 
ever way you want to turn, ſtrike the air with the wing 


on the contrary ſide, and that will bring you Abet y 


She then roſe from the ground, and having practiſed 


two or three times repeatedly what ſhe had been teach- 
ing, Flapſy at length ventured to follow her, but with 


a palpitating heart; and was ſoon happily ſeated in the 
" neſt by the ſide of Dicky, who rejoiced that his fa- 


vourite ſiſter was ſafely arrived. 
The mother bird now went back to Peckſy, who was 


| waiting with her father till ſhe returned; for the good 


parent choſe to leave the female part of his wy” to hon 
particular management of their mother. | 

Peckſy was fully prepared for her flight, for the had 
attentively obſerved the inſtruction given to the others, 
and alſo their errors; ſhe therefore kept the happy me- 


dium betwixt ſelf-conceit and timidity, indulging that 


moderated emulation which ought to poſſeſs every 
young heart; and, reſolving that neither her inferiors 
nor equals ſhould ſoar above her, ſhe ſprang from the 
ground, and, with a ſteadineſs and agility, wonderful 
Hof her firſt eſlay, followed her mother to the neſt, who, 


inſtead | 


Firſt bend | 
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- ſtead of ſtopping to > berſelf wh flew to a aſe 


bouring tree, that ſhe might be at hand to aſſiſt Robin, 


| ſhould he repent of his folly; but Robin dilappointed 


her hopes, for he ſat ſulky; ** convinced he had 
been in the wrong, he would not humble himſelf to 
his, father; who therefore reſolve; to leave him a little 
while and return to the neſt. - As ſoon as Robin found 
biqmſelf deſerted, inſtead of being fry he gave way to 
anger and reſentment : —=Why, ried he, am I to be 
ane in this manner, who am * eldeſt of the family, 


while all the little darlings are fondied and careſſed ? 


But I don't care, I can get to the neſt yet, I make no 
doubt. He then attempted to fly, and, after a great 


ma y trials, at length got up in the air, but knew not 


which way to direct his courſe; and ſometimes turned 


So the right and ſometimes to the left; now- he ad- 
vanced forwards a little, and now, fearing he was 


wrong, came back again; at length, quite ſpent with 


_ fatigue, he fell to the ground, and bruiſed himſelf a 
good deal: ſtunned with the fall, he lay for ſome mi- 


nutes without ſenſe or motion, but ſoon. levived; and 
finding himſelf alone in this diſmal condition, the hor- 


rors of his ſituation filled him with dreadful apprehen- 


ſions, and the bittereſt remorſe. | 
Oh! cried he, that I had but. followed the advice 


and example o my tender parents, then had I been 


ſafe in the neſt, bleſt with their kind careſſes, and en- 


joying the company of my dear brother and ſiſters! 


but now I am of all birds the moſt wretched! never 
ſhall I be able to fly, for every joint of me has received 
a ſhock which I doubt it will not recover. Where 
ſhall I find ſhelter from the ſcorching ſun, whoſe pierc - 
ing mars already, render the ground 1 lie on intolerably 

. 5 hot? 
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rt What kind beak will ſupply me with food to 
: aſſuage the pangs of hunger which I ſhall ſoon feel! 
Buy what means ſhall I procure even a drop of water to 
we quench that thirſt which fo frequently returns? Who 
; will protect me from the various tribes of barbarous 


Oh, my dear, my tender mother, if the ſound of my 
voice can reach your ears, pity my condition; 4 fy 
to my ſuccour. 

The kind parent waited not for farther ſolicitation, 
but darting from the branch on which ſhe had been a 
painful eye · witneſs of Robin 8 fall, ſhe ern 1 
before him. 

J have liſtened, laid ſhe, to your e and, 
ſince you ſeem convinced of your error, will not add 
to your ſufferings by my reproaches; my heart relents 
towards you, and gladly would J afford you all the aid 
in my power: but, alas! I can do but little for your 
relief; however, let me perſuade you to exert all the 
ſtrength you have, and uſe every effort for your own 
preſervation; I will endeavour to procure you ſome 


fixing you in 4 place of more ſecurity and comfort than 
that in which you at preſent lie. So faying, fhe. flew 
to a little ſtream which flowed in an adjacent meadow, 
and fetehed, from the brink of it, a worm which ſhe 
had obſerved an angler to drop as ſhe perched on the 
tree; with this the immediately returned to the peni- 
tent Robin, who received the welcome gift with gra- 
titude. | 
Refreſhed WY this delicious morſel, and comforted 
-by his mother's kindneſs, he was able to ſtand up, and, 


on ſhaking his wings, found that he 1 was not ſo greatly 
hurt 


animals which I have been told make a prey of birds? 


refreſhment, 0 ſame time contrive means of 


— 


** 
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hurt as he apprehended ; his head, FEE was bruiſed, ah 


| ſo that one eye was almoſt cloſed, and he had injured 


the joint of one wing ſo that he could not poſſibly fly: 

however, he could manage to hop, and the parent bird 
obſerving that Joe the gardener was cutting a haw- 
thorn hedge, which was near the ſpot, deſired Robin 
to follow her; this he did, though with great pain. 
Now, ſaid ſhe, look carefyl!:: about, and you will ſoon 
find inſects of one kind or another for vour ſuſtenance, 
during the remainder of the day, and before evening [ 
will return to you again. Summon all your courage, 


for I make no doubt. vou will be ſafe while our friend 


continues his work, as none of thoſe creatures. which 
are enemies to birds will venture to come near him. 
Robin took a ſorrowful farewell, and the n flew 
to the neſt. 2 

You have been abſent a long time, my 125 laid her 
mate, but [ perceived that you were indulging your 
tenderneſs towards that diſobedient neſtling, who has 


rendered himſelf unworthy of it: however, I do not 


condemn you for giving him aſſiſtance; for had. not 
you undertaken the taſk, I would myſelf have flown to 
him inſtead of returning home; how is he, likely to 
live and reward your kindneſs? Ves, ſaid ſhe, he will, 


I flatter myſelf, ſoon perfectly recover, for his hurt is 


not very conſiderable; and I have the pleaſure to tell 
you, he is extremely ſenſible of his late folly, and I 
dare ſay will endeavour to repair his fault with future 
good behaviour: this is pleaſing news indeed, ſaid he. 
The little neſtlings, delighted to hear their dear 
brother was ſafe and e eee of his error, expreſſed 
great joy and ſatisfaction, and entreated their father to 
let them deſcend again, and keep him company; to this 
D114: 1. I 
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the weather was fo remarkably fine. The young Jady 


RH. 
be would by no means conſent, becauſe, as he toll 
"them, the fatigue would be too great; and it was pro. 
per that Robin ſhould feel a little longer the conſe. 
_ quences of his preſumption: to-morrow, ſaid he, you 
hall pay him a viſit, but to-day he ſhall be by himſelf: 
on this they dropped their requeſt, knowing that their 
parent was the beſt judge what was proper to-be done; 
and not doubting but thzt his affection would lead him 
to every thing that was conducive to the real happineſs 
of his family: but yet they could not tell how to be 
bappy without Robin, and were continually perking up 
their little heads, fancying they heard his cries : both 
the father and mother frequently took a peep at him, 
and had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him very ſafe by their 


- © friend Joe the gardener. But it is time to enquire 


after Maſter and Miſs Benſon, . 


_— 
— 


en. xn. 


8 TRIS happy pair arrived at the houſe ſoon after they 
left the Redbreaſts, and communicated every circum- 
ſtance of their expedition to their kind mamma, who, 
hearing their little priſoners in the baſket chirp very 
/ Joudly, defired they would immediately go and feed 
them, which they gladly: did, and then took a ſhot 
:lefſon. Mrs. Benſon told Miſs Harriet that ſhe was 
going to make a viſit in the afternoon, and ſhould take 
her with her, therefore deſired ſhe would keep herſelf 
quite ſtil}, that ſhe might not be fatigued after the walk 
"ſhe had had in the morning; for though ſhe meant to 
£0 in the coach, it was her intention to walk home, #5 


took 
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old toolk great care of the birds; and Fresch W 
10. with the aſſiſtance of the maid, to feed them during her 
abſence. Miſs Benſon was then dreſſed to attend, ber 
YOu mamma. 
f. by Addis, to whoſe houſe they were going, was 2 
| widow lady; ſhe had two children, Maſter Charles, a 

boy of twelve years old at ſchool, and Miſs Auguſta, 
im about ſeven, at home. But theſe children were quite. 
el; ſtrangers to Miſs Benſon. 
be On entering the hall the young lady took notice of 
up Na very diſagreeable ſmell, and was ſurpriſed with the 
oth appearance of a parrot, a paroquet, and. a macaw, all in 
moſt ſuperb cages. In the next room ſhe came to were 
ci a ſquirrel and a monkey, which had each a | little houſe 
ire MW neatly ornamented. 

On being ane into the S TER ſhe 
obſerved in one corner a lap-dog lying on a ſplendid-- 
cuſhion ; ; and in a beautiful little cradle, which ſhe ſup- 
poſed to contain a large wax doll, lay, in great ſtate, a 
cat with a litter of kittens. In vain did Miſs Harriet 

ey look for Mrs. Addis 8 children, for neither of them 
m- appeared. V 1 

50 After the uſual compliments of ſalutation were over, 
ry | have, faid Mrs. Benſon, taken the liberty of bringing 
ed my daughter with me, madam, in hopes of inducing 
ort ¶ you to favour us, in return, with the company of Maſter 
yas WY and Miſs Addis. & | 

ke WY. You are very obl: ging, madam, replied the lady, but 
elf ndeed 1 neyer take my children with me, they are fo 
alk %; on the contrary, I am obliged to keep the boy 
to Wilmot continually at ſchool, for he is ſo cruel to my dear 
as Witte. precious redtures, that there is no beating him at - 
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Home; and as for Auguſta, it will be t time enough ſome 
_ years hence for her to go a viſiting. 

am ſorry to hear you ſay this, madam, faid Mrs, 
Benſon, but hope my daughter will at leaſt be indulge 
with ſeeing Miſs Addis to-day, or I'ſhall think you are 

diſpleaſed at my bringing Harriet here. This in reality 
was the caſe, as Mrs. Benſon perceived it, for the lady 
looked very croſs: however, ſhe could not refuſe letting 

her daughter come into the drawing-room, as her gueſt 
fo particularly deſired it. 

_ Miſs Harriet was very curious to examine the ya- 
rious animals which were collected together by this 
extraordinary lady; but as her mainma never ſuffered 
ber to run about when ſhe accompanied her to other 
| people? s houſes, ſhe fat down and kept quite ſtill, only 
glancing her eye firſt to one part of the room, and then 
to the other, as her attention was ſucceſſively attracted, 

Mrs. Addis rang the bell, and ordered that Auguſta 
might come to her. The footman, who had never 
befohs received ſuch a command (for Mrs. Addis only 
ſaw the child in the nurſery), ſtared with aftoniſhment 
and thought he had miſtaken it. "However, on his 
miſtreſs's repeating, that the little girl was to be 
brought down, he went to tell the nurſery-maid to take 
ber. What new fancy is this? ſaid ſhe. Who would 
ever have thought of her wanting the child in the 
drawing-room? | have no ſtockings clean for her, no 
a frock to put on but what is all to pieces; T with he 
would ſpend leſs on her cats and dogs, and jnonkies; ane 
then her child might appear as ſhe ought-to do. & 
Won't go up ſtairs, Nanny, faid the child, mamma ib 


ſo oroſs to me. But you 7. ſaid Nanny; belides, 
there 


the 


| £ 3 7 . 
there is a pretty young. lady came to ſee you; and if* 
you will go, like a good girl, you ſhall have a piece of 
Yay | ſugared bread and butter for your ſupper, and you ſhall. 
carry the new doll which your god- mamma Babe you 


wa to ſhew your little viſitor. | 
ality Theſe bribes. had the deſired effect, and M. Au- 
lady guſta went into the drawing room; but, inſtead df g-- 
ting tering it like a young lady, with a genteel gurtſy, ſhe- 
vel fopped at the door, hung down her head, and locked 
like a little ſimpleton. Miss Benſon was ſo ſurpriſed 
1: *t her awkwardneſs that ſhe did not know what to do, 
thief] and looked at her mamma, who aid, Harriet, my love, 
ere can't you take the little lady by the hand and lead her 


ther to me ? I believe ſhe is afraid of ſtrangers. Ou this 
Miſs Hari iet aroſe to-do ſo; but A guſta, apprehenſive 
gen that lhe would ſnatch her doll away, was going to run 
g. out, only ſhe was not able to open the door. 
ta Ms. Benſon was quite ſhocked to ſee how ſickly;. | 
dirty, and ragged this child was, and what a very vul- 
gar figure ſhe made for want of inſtruction; but Mrs. 
Addis was ſo taken up at that inſtant with the old lap- 
dog, hich, had, as ſhe thought, fallen into a fit, that 
id not mind her entrance; and, before ſhe per- 
it, the child went up to the cradle in order to 
put her doll into it, and ſeized one of the kittens by: 
the neck, the ſqueaking of which provoked the old gat 
to ſcratch her, and this made her cry. ahd drop the ml} 
kitten on the floor. Mrs. Addis ſeeing chis, flew to - 
the little beaſt, endeavoured to ſooth. it with.cacefles,, 
and was going to beat Auguſta for touching itz but 
Mrs. Benſon interceded for her; though ſhe could 
kearcely gain attention, > Mins Adin Ws. fo. e 45 
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T ea was now ordered, and Miſs Auge ben 
urgent to go to her maid, Mrs. Benſon thought it bel 
"the Would be indulged: and therefore ſaid, ſhe wx 
ſure Harriet would not deſire to detain her againf 
her inclinations ; and Auguſta was diſmiſſed by her 


mamma, without ſo much as one tender kiſs or ' Kind 


expreſſion! 

e tea · things deing ſet, the footman came in with 
"the urn, which employing both his hands, he left the 
door open; and was, to the great terror of Miſs Har. 
riet, and even of her mamma too, followed by the 
monkey they ſaw in the hall, which having broken his 
_ chain, came to make a viſit to his lady: 
being diſconcerted, ſeemed highly pleaſed with his cle. 
verneſs. O my ſweet dear Pug, ſaid ſhe, are you con 
to ſee us? Pray ſhew how like a gentleman you can 
behave. Juſt as ſhe had faid this he leaped upon the 
| tea- table, and took cup after cup and threw them on the 
|  - "ground, till he broke half the ſet ; then jumped on the 
back of his miſtreſs's chair, and tore the cover of it; 
in ſhort, as ſoon as he had finiſhed one piece of mil- 
chief he began another, till Mrs. Addis, though vaſtly 
"diverted with his wit, was obliged to have him caught 
and confined; after which ſhe began making tea, and 
quietneſs was for a ſhort time reftored, But Mrs 
a HBenſon, though capable of converſing on moſt ſubjeds, 
could not engage 'Mrs. Addis in any diſcourſe, but upon 
we perfections of her birds and beafts; and a variety of 
vninterefting particulars were related DT their 

wit or misfortunes. 
On hearing the clock arike feyen, ſhe beaded Mrs. 
Ben ſon's excuſe : but ſaid ſhe made it a conſtant rule 


to fee all her dear darlings fed at that hour, and entreated 
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that ſhe and the young lady would take a turn in the 


garden in the mean while. I bis was very unpolite, 


but Mrs. Benſon deſired ſhe would uſe no ceremonies 
with her, and was really glad of the reſpite it gave' her 


from company ſo irkſome, and Miſs Harriet was happy 
to be alone with her -mamma ; ſhe however forbore to 
make any remarks on Mrs. Addis, becauſe ſhe had 
been taught that it did not become young perſons to 


cenſure the behaviour of thoſe who- were older than 


temſelves. | 3 
The garden was foactons; but overrun with weeds ; 


the gravel-walks were ſo rough for want of rolling, 
that it was quite painful to tread on them; and the 
eraſs on the lawn ſo long, that there was no walking 
with any comfort, for the gardener was almoft conti- 
nually going on ſome errand or another for Mrs. Ad- 
diss darlings; ſo Mrs. Benſon and her daughter fat 
down on 2 garden ſeat, with an intention of waiting 


there till Mrs. Addis ſhould ſummon them. Miſs Har- 


riet could not refrain from expreſſing a wiſh that it was 
time to go home; to which Mrs. Benſon replied, that 


ſhe did not wonder at her dehre to return; but, ſaid the, 


my dear, as the world-was not made merely for us, we 
muſt endeavour to be patient under every diſagreeable 
circumſtance we meet with. I know what opinion 
you have formed of Mrs. Addis, and ſhould not have 
brought you to be a ſpectator of her follies, had I not 
boped that an hour or two paſſed in her company would 
afford you a leſſon which might be uſeful to you through - 
fe. I have before told you, that our affections to- 
vards the inferior parts of: the creation ſhould be pro- 
perly regulated you have, in your friend Miſs Jenkins 
Ind her brother, ſeen inſtances of cruelty” to them, 
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1 J am ſure you will never be incliped 4 to imitate; 

ee apprehenſive you might fall into the contraty 
extreme, which is equally blameable. Mrs. Addis, 

| you ſee, has abſolutely transferred the affection ſhe fe 

. ought to feel for her child to creatures which would run 


really be much happier without it. As for puſs, who he c 
lies in the cradle in all her ſplendour, I will engage to -fooc 
ſay, ſhe would paſs her time pleaſanter in a baſket a 
.clean ſtraw, placed in a ſituation where ſhe could oc-ﬀ the | 
caſionally amuſe herſelf with catching mice. The lap- what 
|. dog is, I am ſure, a miſetable object, full of diſeaſes, MW #4; 
. the conſequences of luxurious living. How enviableM ton 
is the lot of a ſpaniel that is at liberty, to be the.com- dat 
panion of his maſter's walks, when compared with his! thing 
Mr. Pug, I am certain, would enjoy himſelf much w. 
more in his native wood: and I am greatly miſtaken if you h 
the parrots, &c. have not cauſe to wiſh themſelves ii met. 
their reſpective countries, or at leaſt divided into ſepa poll; 
rate families, where they would be better attended; toi hade th 
Mrs. Addis, by having ſuch a number of creatures, hal 7c t 
put it out of her power to ſee properly with her- /r not pi 
eyes to all. But come, let us go back into the houſe ; an 
the time for cur going home draws near, and I will perſon 
not to prolong my viſit. Saying this ſhe aroſe, and leave c 
with her daughter, went into the drawing-room, which ne to | 
opened into the garden; the other door, which led i vi ce 
the adjoining apartments, was not ſhut, and gave the f 
e what really diſtreſſed M owe th 
; Benfon, and perfectly terrified the gentle Harriet. ſufferer 


Begone, wretch, ſays Mrs. Addis, begone this i At t. 
ſtant, you ſhall not ſtay a moment longer in this bouſſf denon 
I hope, madam, you will have the goodneſs to give n ned by 
a character; indeed, and indeed, I fed Poll, but I belieeft Mrs 


| 


5 


i 87 1 
he * cold when you let him ſtand out of doors de 


y other day.—I will give you no character, I tell you, ſo 
1 depart, this inſtant ; oh, my poor, dear, dear, creature! 
ne fear you will never. recover John! Thomas! here 


run this inſtant to Perkins the |bird-catcher, perhaps 
he can tell me what to give him; then burſting into a 
Hood. f tears, the ſat down and forgot her gueſts. | 
Mel Benſon thought it neceſſary to remind her that 
ſhe was i in the houſe, and ſtepped to the door to aſk 
what was the matter. Mrs. Addis recollected herſelf 
ſufficiently to beg pardon - for⸗ neglecting to pay atten» 


that had befallen her had made her nſenſible MY 
thing elſe. 
Wh ann be, the matter, ſaid 
you het rd of the death of a dear frient 
met with an accident? — Oh! no, faid ſhe, but poor 
Poll is taken ſuddenly ill; my dear Poll which J have 
had theſe ſeven years, and J fear he never will recover. 
If this is all, madam, ſaid Mrs. Benſon, I really can- 
not pit you, noriexcuſe your behaviour to me; for it 
is an inſtance of diſreſpect which I believe no other 


z has your child 


leave of your houſe for ever: but, before I go, permit 
me to ſay, that you act in a very wrong manner, and 
will certainly feel the ill effects of your injuſtice to your 
fellow-creatures, i in thus robbing them of the love you 


| 


| 
| 
. 
N 
! 


by our kindneſs. b. 

At this inſtant the footman enterel] to N Mrs. 

Benſon that her ſervant was come; on which, accompa- 

ned by Miſs Harriet, ſhe, without further.ceremony, 

elt Mrs, Addis to compoſe herſelf as ſhe coul. 

N | HRS {© po 
g | | 


tion to. her, but declared that the dreadful misfortune : 


Irs. 8 FREE | 


perſon. 75 yourſelf would ſhew me, and I ſhall take my 


owe them, to laviſh it away on thoſe who are 3 
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„ my 7M 
- As: they: walked i both Mrs. Benſon and her MW m 


en continued filent, for the former was greatly 
_ agitated, and the latter quite in conſternation, at what 


Cree 


le 
had lately paſſed ; but their attention was ſoon awakened 7 
by the ſupplication of a poor woman, who entreated ¶ cat 


them to give her ſome relief, as ſhe had a ſick huſband | ha 
and ſeven children in a ſtarving condition: of which, I jc 
ſhe ſaid, they might be eye-witneſſes if they would ditio 
-haye the 3 to e into a barn that was "ny v 


The den of 3 never was given in Ne « 
vain to Mrs. Benſon; her heart was conſtantly awake preſe 


to the tender feelings of, humanity ; and taking her MW cart, 
daughter by the hand, and deſiring the ſervant to ſtop WM M 
for her, ſhe followed the woman, who conducted her W coulc 
to the abode of real woe, where ſhe beheld a father, Sh 


ſurrounded with his helpleſs family, whom he could no MW Benſc 


longer ſupply with ſuſtenance; and he himſelf, though as he 


thoug 
lame 
idicu 
while 
a blan 


his diſeaſe was ſubdued, was almoſt on the point of ex- 
mg for want of ſome reviving cordial. 

How came you to be in this condition, good wo⸗ 
ma? faid Mrs. Benſon to his wife; ſurely you might 
have obtained relief before mm huſband was reduced to 


ſuch extremity? -- | Mit 
Ohl my g good lady, FAY the woman, we: APs not never 
been uſed to bei. but to earn an honeſt livelihood by Mreceiv: 
our induſtry; and. never till this ſad day have I known I ton th 
what it was to aſk charity: this morning, for the firlt Ncerely, 
time, I made application at the only great houſe in this nougl 
village, where I made no doubt there was abundance. iy, 
I told my diſmal tale to a ſervant, and bezged ſhe would tle P 
make it known to her miſtreſs ; but ſhe aſſured me it * re 
velcom 


was in -vain to come there, for her lady had ſuch 2 
| . unily 


| 


= 19 Ic 8g 7. 
b of cats, dogs, monkies, and all manner of 


creatures, that ſhe had nothing. to ſpare for poor peo- 
ple; at the ſame inftant I faw the poulterer bring a 


rabbit and a fowl; which I found were for the Toute 


cat and dog. This diſcouraged me from begging ; ; and 
had determined to die before I would afk again; but 
the fight of my dear huſband and Wenn in "this © con- 
dition drives me to ĩit. 

Well, comfort yourſelf, ſaid Mrs. Bene e 
to my houſe te- morrow morning, and we will ſee what 
we can do; in the mean time here is ſomething for a 
preſent ſupply. Mrs. Beaſon then W as ſhe was 
fearful of walking late. 

Miſs Harriet was greatly affected at this ſcene, and 
could no longer help exclaiming againſt Mrs. Addis. 

She is deſerving of great blame, indeed, fa'd Mrs. 
Benſon ; ; but J have the pleaſure to ſay, ſuch characters 
as hers are very uncommon, I mean in the extreme; 
mough there are numbers of people who fall into the 
ſame fault i in ſome degree, and make themſelves truly 
idiculous with-their unnatural affections. I wiſh you, 


C while you are young, to guard your OG againſt ſuch 


a blameable weakneſs. BE” 

Miſs Harriet aſſured. her mamma that 58 ſhould 
never forget either Mrs. Addis or the leſſon ſhe had 
received on the ſubject, and then expreſſed her ſatisfac- 
ton that they had met the poor woman. I rejoice ſin- 


rerely, ſaid Mrs. Benſon, at having been fortunate | 


Th to come in time to aſſiſt this poor wretched fa- 
nily, and hope, my love, you will, out of your own 

little p rſe, contribute ſomething to-morrow towards 
tieir relief. Moſt willingly, ſaid OY they ſhall be 


pu: to my whole ſtore. 5 = 
T hey 


„ 1 


3 


this ſtate of anxious expectation he continued alm 


1&3 


| They kept dns on this ſubject till he: arrived abe v 
home. Little Frederick, who ſat up an hour beyouoy, | 
his time, came out to nieet them, and aſſured his ſiſte ut o 

that the birds were well and faſt aſleep. 1 think, ſa e loc 
| the, it is time for you and I to follow their exam olt 1 
for my part, with my morning and evening -walk ”— ould 

ther, I am really tired, fo ſhall beg leave to wiſh yogſWito fa 


"2M good night, my dear mamma; papa, I ſuppoſe, # You 
not be at home this week. — No, my dear, nor than 
next, ſaid Mrs. Benſon, for he has many affairs Hperſuac 
ſettle in the weſt. I am rather fatigued allo, a ill th 
ſhall ſoon retire to reſt, uch x 
Yes, 

BT | ; ermit 

C HAP. XIV. our kit 
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Wx will now return to Robin, whom we left undeconci 
the protection of Joe the gardener, though the hondfſrat!ly 
fellow did not know of his own guardianſhip, and con inten 
tinued his work without perceiving the little cripplaWzin, a1 
who hopped and ſhuffled about, pecking here and theſe fathe 
whatever he could meet with. In col: 

When he had been for ſome time by himſelf his m In a b 
ther made him another viſit, and told him ſhe had Were is 
terceded with his father, whoſe anger was abated, here I |} 
he would come to him before he went to reſt. Ro ſure i 
rejoiced to hear that there was a chance of his bei me 
reconciled to his father, yet he dreaded the firſt in way, 
view: however, as it muſt be, he wiſhed to hae foun 
over as ſoon as poſſible; and every wing he heard Heſhold 

the air he fancied to be that of his offended parent. father 
orner, 


to the time of ſun- ſetting, when, of a ſudden, he 2 up 


hea 


| J 
the well- - known voice to which be . to liſten winh 
joy, but which now cauſed his whole frame to tremble; 
ut obſerving a beam of benignity in that eye, in which 
e looked for anger and reproach, he caſt himſelf in the 

oft ſupplicating poſture at the feet of his father, who 
ould no longer reſiſt the delire he oo to receive him 
nto favour. : 
Your preſent humility, Robin, ſaid he, did my 
E I gladly pronounce your pardon, and am 
xrſuaded you will never again incur my diſpleaſure; we 
il therefore ſay no more on a en which gives ſo 
uch pain to both of us. 
ves, my dear, my too indulgent father, cried Robin, 
ermit me to make my grateful acknowledgments for 
cur kindneſs, and to aſſure you of my future obedience. 
he delighted parent accepted his ſubmiſſion, and the 
onciliation was completed. Robin now felt himſelf 
reatly relieved z but on his father's aſking him what 
intended to do with himſelf at night, his ſpirits ſunk 
gin, and he anſwered, he did not know, Well, ſaid 
e father, I have n of an e to ſecure you 
bm cold at leaſt, | 
[n a part of the orchard, a very little way from hence, 
ere is a place belonging to our friend the gardener, 
here have ſheltered myſelf from ſeveral ſtorms, and 
ſure it will afford you a comfortable lodging; fo 
low me before it is too late. The old bird then led 
£ way, and his fon followed him; when they arrived, 
7 found the door of the tool-houſe open; and as the 
ſold was low, Robin managed to. get over it. 
father looked carefully about, and at laſt found, in 
orner, a parcel of ſhreds, kept for the purpoſe of 
ling * trees. Here, Robin, ſaid he, is a charming 
| bed 


To 0 


bed for you, let me ſee you in it, and call ꝓour moth ect 
to have a peep, and then I muſt bid you good night; Wy of 
ſaying, away he flew, and brought his mate, who won f 
perfectly ſatisfied with the jondgion provided for her len : 
undutiful but now repentant ſon ; but reminded by e tog. 
mate that if they ſtayed longer they might be ſhut is fu 
they took leave, telling Robin ey would viſit him ea etin, 
in the morning. ich! 
Though this habitation was much better than Ro Whe 
expected, and he was ready enough to on better th ther, 
he deſerved, yet he deeply regretted his abſence fr end r 
the neſt, and longed to ſee again his brother and ſiſte ppoſe 


however, though part of the night was ſpent in bit ry. he 
reflections, fatigue at length prevailed over anxiety, atady, | 
he fell aſleep. The neſtlings were greatly pleaſed Ney act 


find that Robin was likely to eſcape the dangers of nog 
night, and even the anxious mother at hs a Pat you 
os wet to repoſe. ? Janage 

Before the ſun ſhewed bis 3 face in the eint him 
— — :every individual of this affectionate family were away mo 
the father with impatience waited for the gardenc umſelf ; 
opening the tool-houſe; the mother prepared her le uch ch 
ones for a new excurſion. kpoed t 


Vou will be able to deſcend with more eaſe, 1 b very | 
of ag to-day than you did yeſterday, ſhall you ne rents 
O yes, mother, ſaid Dicky; 1 ſhall not be at all aſta At th 


Nor I, ſaid F lapſy. Say you ſo? then let us ſee wh] affe 
of you will be down firlt, Come, I will ſhew you und th; 
way. 6 | hey hat 
On this, with gradual flight, the mother bent y his be 
courſe to a ſpot near the place where Robin lay e Nkene. 

cealed; they all inſtantly followed her, and forprifhf"d they 
their her, who having ſeen Joe, was every 5 lice the 
expe 


Ti 93: 1 

1 ing * would open the door; at length, to the 
of the whole party, the gardener appeared, and they 
jon ſaw him fetch his ſhears and leave the tool-houſe 
gen: on this the mother propoſed that they ſnould all 
together and call Robin. There they found him in 
8 ſnug little bed; but who can deſcribe the happy, 
reting; who can find words to expreſs. the ho mach 
hich filled every little boſom ! __ 

When the firſt tranſports ſubſided, I thiak; faid the 
ther, it will be beſt to retire from hence: if our 
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roiend returns he may take us for a ſet of thieves, and 
e pole. that we came to eat his ſeeds, and I ſhould be 
ry he ſhould have an ill opinion of us. Well, I am, 


ady, ſaid his mate; and we, cried the whole brood; 
key accordingly left the tool-houſe, and hopped about 
nong the currant-buſhes. I think, ſaid the father, 
hat you who bave the full uſe of your limbs, could 
lanage to get up theſe low trees, but Robin muſt con- 
nt himſelf upon the ground a little longer. This was 
ery mortifying, but he had no one ai excepting 
mſelf; ſo he forbore to complain, and aſſumed as 
duch cheerfulneſs as he could; his brother and ſiſters 
egged they might ſtay with him all day, as they could 
þ very well without going up to the neſt; 3 to this the 
rents conſented. 

At the uſual hour of viſiting Mrs, Benſon's W 
e affectionate pair took their morning's flight, and 
und the young gentleman and lady with their mamma. 
they had been up a long time, for F rederick had made 
d his bed- chamber a lodging for the birds, which had 
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cF':kened both him and his ſiſter at a very early hour, 
pie they rale with great readineſs to perform the kind 
il ce ty had impoſes * themſelyes. 


*, 


The 


F 
4 * ; 
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The two blackbirds were perfectly well, but ther 


 lininet looked rather drooping, and they began to be 4 
apprehenſive they ſhould not raiſe him, eſpecially when wW 
they found he was not inclined to cat. As for. th at 

"oF blackbirds, they were very hungry indeed; and their 3 
3 young benefactors, not conſidering that when fed by "wy 
mts parents young birds wait ſome time between ever} ot ex 


morſel, ſupplied them too faſt, and filled their crops 
full, that they looked as if they had great wens on the 

necks ; and Harriet perceived one of them gaſping k 
| breath, Stop, Frederick, ſaid ſhe; as he was carryin 
the quill to its mouth, the bird is ſo full he can hold y 
more; but ſhe ſpoke too late; the little creature gay 
his eyes a ghaſtly roll, and fell on one ſide ſuffocate 
with abundance. Oh! he is dead! he is dead! crie 
Frederick. He is, indeed, ſaid Miſs Benſon,. but I an 
ſure we did not deſign to kill him; and it is ſome fat 


faction to think that we did not take the neſi. : 
This conſideration was not ſufficient ''to comfo 


j hat 

bou Ki 
nig 
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light. 
moothy 
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ower f 


Frederick, who began to cry moſt bitterly; his mamn "pl 

Ne wh Fs. apprehenſive he had hurt himſelf; fe 4 > by 

he ſeldom cried unleſs he was in great pain; 'ſhe then Fr 

| fore haſtily entered the room, to inquire what was be he 
matter, on which Miſs Harriet related the diſaſter th Mer, ch. 

had happened. Mrs. Benſon then fat down, and tal ir you 

ing Frederick in her lap, wiped his eyes, and givin 1 * 
him a kiss, ſaid, I am ſorry, my love, for your yo While 
1 pointment, but do not afflict yourſelf, the poor li lined (4 


thing is out of his pain now, and I fancy ſuffered b 

for a ſhort time. If you keep on crying ſo you # 

forget to feed your flock of birds, which I fancy, by t 

chirping J heard from my window, are beginning 

aſſemble. Come, let me take the object of your di 
4 > 


* 


as order 
flited Ch 
e bene 


he 


t | 
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1 Me" your fioht, it muſt be buried ; OT carrying the 
ad bird in one hand, and leading F ae with the 
ther, ſhe went domes: ſtairs. 
While ſhe was ſpeaking, Miſs Hartiet had bins! 
itching the other blackbird, which ſhe had ſoon the 
leaſure to ſee perfectly at his eaſe. 
She then attempted to feed the linnet, but he would 
jt eat. I fancy, Miſe, ſaid the maid, he wants air. 


That may be the caſe indeed, replied Miſs Benſon; for 
hou know, Betty, this room, which has been ſhut 0 


| night, muſt be much cloſer: than the places birds 
uld in. Saying this ſhe opened the window, and 


laced the linnet near it, waiting to ſee the effect of the 


pperiment, which anſwered her wiſhes; and ſhe! was 
kiphted to behold how the little creature n 


moothed his feathers, and his eyes reſumed: their na- 
ve luſtre; ſhe once more offered him food, which he 


ok, and quite recovered. Having done all in her 
over for her little orphans, ſhe went to ſhare with her 
yther the taſk of feeding the daily penſioners; which 
king ended, ſhe ſeated herſelf at the breakfaſt table _ 
er mamma. 

Jwonder, ſaid F rederick, as had dried up his takers; 
hat the Robins are not come. Conſider, replied his 
ter, that they have a great deal of buſineſs to do, now 

tir young ones begin to leave their neſt; they will be 
ere by and by, I make no doubt. 

While ſhe was ſpeaking; the ſervant entered, and in- 
med them that a poor woman was at the gate, who 

xs ordered to attend in the morning. Mrs. Benſon 

fred ſhe might come up. Well, good woman, ſaid 
© benevolent lr. how does your huſband do this 
morning ? ? 
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digg n to s -goodnck, madumyanl the 
bleſſing of God, quite cheery, |, 
1 am happy, ſaid the lady, to find: Tau! in 3 55 
than you were laſt night, and do not doubt yqu will do 
very well. I will order ſome meat and bread to be ſent 
you every day this week, and will alſo aſſiſt you in 
cilothing the children. Harriet's eyes gliſtened with 
benevolence at ſeeing the woman, whoſe diſtreſs had ſo 
greatly affected her, thus comforted; and ſlipping her 
purſe, which contained ſeven ſhillings, into her mamma's 
| handy begged ſhe would take it for the woman. You ; 
ſhall, my dear, ſaid Mrs. Benſon, have the pleaſure of MW A: 
relieving her yourſelf; ' give this half- crown to her, MW is or 
Mils Harriet, with a delight which none but the com- leitu 
paaſſionate can know, extended the hand of charity. Elf a 
The woman received her benefaction with grateful ac- ter; 
knowledgments; and, praying that the Almighty might think 
ſhower down his choiceſt bleſſings on this worthy fa- 810 
mily, reſpectfully took leave and returned to her huſband, MW make 
who, by means of the nouriſhment * Benſon ſup- ¶ and c: 
plied' her with, gathered ſtrength hourly. 
She was ſcarcely gone out of the room When the 
Redbreaſts entered, as I before related. The ſight of 
them perfectly reſtored Frederick's cheerfulneſs; and 
after they were departed he requeſted mamma that he 
and Harriet might go again to tae orchard, in hopes of 
ſeeing the young Robins. That you ſhall do, Fre- 
derick, ſaid ſhe, upon condition that you continue a ver) 
good boy; but as yeſterday was rather an idle day with 
you, you muſt apply a little cloſer to-day; and Harris 
has a great deal of buſineſs to do, therefore you mut 


wait till evenings and then RO. I may go with you. 
_ | Frederick 
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| Frederick was ſatisfied with this ene, and took 
great pains to learn to read and ſpell. He repeated by 
heart one of Mrs. Barbauld's hymns, and ſome; other 
little things which he had been taught; and Miſs Ben- 
ton applied herſelf to a variety of different leſſons with 
great aſſiduity, and performed her taſk of work entirely 
\ Wi to her mamma' 5 ſatisfaction. $55 | 
0 


As e 28 the old Redbreaſts lef their litele family, 
in order to go to Mr. Benſon's, Peckſy, with great ſo- 
licitude, began to aſk Robin where he had hurt him- 
elf and how he did? Oh! ſaid he, I am much bet- 
ter; but it is a wonder I am now alive, for you cannot 
think! what a dreadful fall I had. With turning about 
as I did i in the air, I became quite giddy, ſo could not 
make the leaſt exertion for ſaving myſelf as I was falling, 
and came with great force to the ground; you ſee how 
my eye is Kill ſwelled, and it was much more ſo at firſt. 
My wing is the worſt, and ſtill gives me a good deal 
of pain; obſerve how it drags on the ground: but, as 
it is tot broke, my father ſays it will ſoon be well; 
nd I hope it will be ſo, for 1 long to be flying, od 
ſhall be glad to receive any inſtructions for the future. 
[rk think how I could be ſo fooliſhly conceited, 
s to ſuppoſe I knew how to conduct myſelf without my 
ather's guidance. 8 

Why, young creatures, like us, faid Peckſy, cer- 
tinly ſtand in need of inſtruction, and ought to think. 
vrſelves happy in har ing parents who are willing to 
tick [= & 33 take | 


ooh 


5 t 9 1 e 
take ae trouble of teaching us What is neceſſary I 
to know. I dread the day when I muſt quit the neſt 
and take care of myſelf. Flapſy faid ſhe made no doubt 
they ſhould know to fly and peck, and do every thing 
| before that time; and, for her part, ſhe longed to ſee 
the world, and to know how the higher ranks of birds 
behaved themſelves, and what pleaſures they enjoyed; 
and Dicky declared he felt the ſame wiſhes, though he 
muſt confeſs he had great dread of birds of prey :—Oh, 
faid Flapſy, they will never ſeize ſuch a pretty creature 
as you, Dicky, 1 am ſure :—Why, if beauty can pre- 

vail againſt cruelty, you will alſo be ſecure, my ſweet 
fiſter, replied he, for your delicate engaging ſhape muſt 
plead in your behalf. 

Juſt as he had finiſhed his ſpeech, a hawk appeared 
in ſight, on which the whole party was ſeized with a 

moſt uncommon ſenſation, and involuntarily threw 
themſelves on their backs, ſcreaming with all their 
might! and at the ſame inſtant the cries of numbers of 


little birds beſides echoed through the orchard, The 


- Redbreaſts ſoon recovered, and, riſing on their N 
looked about to ſee what was become of the cauſe cf 
their conſternation ; when they beheld him high in the 


air, bearing off ſome unhappy victim, a few of whoſe 


feathers fell near the young family, who on examining 
them found they belonged to a goldfinch ; on which 
Peckſy obferved that it was evident theſe ſavages paid 
no attention to perſonal beauty. Dicxy was ſo terrified 

he knew not what to do, and had thoughts of flying 
back to the neſt; but after Robin's misfortune was 
fearful of offending his father; ne therefore got up into 
a currant-buſh, and hid himſelf in the thickeſt part o 
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de leaves. Flapſy followed him; but Robin being 
obliged to keep on the ground, Peckſy ma reſolved 
to bear him company. 

In a few minutes their parents retirabdl from Mr, 
Benſon's, and found the two latter pretty near where 
they had left them; but miſſing the others, the mother 
with great anxiety inquired what was become of them ? 
Robin then related how they had been frightened with 
z hawk; and, while he was e fo, they returned to | 
him again. ; 

1 am ſurpriſed, ſaid the father, that a hawk ſhould 
venture ſo near the ſpot where the gardener was at 
work. Peckſy informed him that they had not ſeen 
tim ſince he left them. Then I dare fay he is gone to 
breakfaſt, replied the mother ; and this was the caſe, 
for they at this inſtant ſaw him return with his ſhears 
in his hand, and ſoon purſue his work. Now you will 
be ſafe, cried the father; I ſhall therefore ſtay and teach 
you to fly in different directions, and then your mother 
and I will make ſome little excurſions, and leave yo 
to practiſe by yourſelves; but firſt of all let me ſhew | 
you where to get water, for I fear you muſt be very 
tlirſty, No, ſaid they, we have had ſeveral wet worms 
and juicy caterpillars, which have ſerved us both for 
nctuals and drink—Robin is very quick at finding 
tiem,—There is nothing like neceſſity to teach birds 
tow to live, ſaid the father; I am glad Robin's misfor- 
unes have been ſo beneficial to him. What would 
ave become of you, Robin, if you had not exerted 
jourſelf as I directed? ſaid his mother; you would 
bon have died, had you « continued to lie on the ſcorch- 
ng ground. Remember from this inſtance, as long 
6 Jou live, that it is better to uſe means for 


E your 
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your own relief, than to ſpend time in fruitleſs a 
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: mentations. 4 
In reſpect to.hawks, ſaid the father, thes's are 1 
ful creatures to be ſure; but there are very few of them 
—_— compariſon of moſt other birds, and they can take 


but one at a time, therefore. it is a very great chance In 
| whether any, of you is that one; your beſt way will be think 
| to keep as near to houſes as you can, and make your. ing l 
ſelves familiar with mankind, and then I think you wil and | 


* 


be in little danger. By the way, let me obſerve how nor 
greatly indebted you are to this good gardener, whom there 


I hope you no longer call a monfler. Ob, no! fun a 
Flapſy, he is a dear good creature, —But I was going vo be 
to ſay, cried, the father, that, at any rate, it would beſſercry 
wrong to make your life unhappy with apprehenſions; vo be 
you cannot keep haw! cs away by fearing them; and iti hoarſe 
is poſſible you may never ſee another; bellies, what was Ic 
thouſands eſcape, in compariſon of the few they devour!Mlzerec 
But come along, Dicky, Flapſy, and Peckſy, there i heavy 

Water ſo near, that Robin can hop as far. He then nenta 
conducted them to a pump, from whence Joe watereMthc re 
the garden; and under its ſpout they found an ampieomfo, 

ſupply of that delightful element, more acceptable tofMſiccee, 

them than the moſt coftly wine weuld have been. patienc 

Here they ſtaid ſome time, and were greatly amuſed Alte 

ſtill ſo near the gardener, that they regarded themſeheſin the 1 

. as under his protection. The parents flew up into Main ren 
tree, and there the father entertained his beloved man hour 
* and family with his cheerful muſic ; and ſometime as cor 
they made various airy. excui ſions for examples to thel Com 

little ones, who all longed to be able to imitate them ne 7 herc 

In this manner the day paſſed bappily away, and eat ich l 

We ſubn 


in the evening Ep Peckſy, and Dicky, were col 
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ce to the neſt ; £2 they mounted in the air with hack 
more eaſe than the preceding day, and the parents in- 
i MW fcuted them how to fly to the branches of fome trees #7 
eMvbich food near to the ivy-wall.” 255 
e In the mean time they had left Robin by himſelf, 
e thinking he would be ſafe while the ardener was mow- 
-g ſome graſs; but what was the brief of both father 
and mother when they returned, and could. neither ſee 
por hear him! The gardener too was gone; they 
therefore apprehended that a cat or rat bad taken Ro- 
bin away and killed him, yet none of his ſeathers were 
to be ſeen; with the moſt anxious ſearch they explored, 
every receſs in which they thought it poſſible for him 
to: be, and ſtrained their little voices till they were 
boarſe with calling him, but all in vain ;. the tool-houſe 
was locked; but had he been there he would have an- 
ſwered: at length, quite in deſpair of finding him, with 
heavy hearts they returned to the neſt ; a general la- 
mentation, enſued, and this lately happy abode was now 
the region of ſorrow. The father endeavoured to 
comfort his mate and ſurviving neſtlings and ſo far 
cceeded, that they reſolved to bear the loſs with 4 
patience, . J | 
After a mournful night, the mother left the neſt early 
n the morning, unwilling to relinqu ſh the hope which 
till remained of finding Robin again; but, having ſpent 
an hour i in this manner, ſhe returned to her mate, who 
Was comforting his little ones. 5 
Come, ſaid he, let us take a flight if we th lament- 
ing 7 here for ever it will be to no purpoſe: the evils. 
ich befall us muſt be borne, and the more quietly | 
ke ſubmit to them the lighter they will be. If poor 
Rin is dead, he will ſuffer no more; and if he is not, 
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fo much as we fly about, it is a chance but we get tid-W be r 
ings of him; ſuppoſe theſe little ones attempt to fly M len 
With us to our benefactors? If we ſet out early, and But 
Jet them reſt frequently by the way, I. think they may To 
accompliſh it, This was very pleaſing to every one of was 
the little ones, for they longed to go thither ; and ac- 
cordingly it was dhermined that they ſhould immedi. 
_ ately ſet out, and they accomplithed the journey by eaſy 
ſtages; at length they all arrived in the court, ' after 


the daily penſioners were gone. 

Now, faid the father, flop a little, and let me ah Eon 
you, Dicky, Flapſy, and Peckſy, to behave yourſelyes daily 
properly; hop only where you ſee your mother and me into 

hop, and do not meddle with any thing but what is there 
ſcattered on purpoſe. Stay, father, ſaid Dicky, myM i 
feathers are ſadly rumpled; and ſo are mine, ſaid taker 
Flapſy. Well, ſmooth them then, but don't ſtandii ten 
finicking for an hour. Peckſy was ready in an inſtant I ing n 


but the others were very tedious; ſo their father andi (eric 
mother would wait for- them no longer, and flew into there 
the window; the others directly followed them, and, to obſer; 
the inexpreſſible ſatisfaction of Maſter Benſon, alighted MF hand 
on the tea-table, where they met with a very unexpededſi prefſu 
pleaſure; for who ſhould they Rod there, as a gueſt, but piteoy 
the poor, loſt Robin! I won 
The meeting was, you may be ſure, a happy one for Mit 
all parties; and the tranſports t oecaſioned may E Of poi 
eaſier conceived than deſcribed. The father pouteq bat as 
forth a loud ſong of gratitude; the mother chirped, ne conclu 
bowed her head, clapped her wings, baſked on tha derick 
tea- table, joined her beak to Robin's, then touched th frſt ſa 
hand of Maſter Frederick. As for the young on was la. 


they twittered a thouſand queſtions to Robin; 1 going 


BY FWW 
be was unwilling to diſturb his father's ſong, he deſired 
dem to ſuſpend their curioſity to another opportunity. 


(i But it is now time to ſatisfy yours, my young readers, 
nd therefore I ſhall, inform you by what means Robin 


was placed in this happy OO 


# 
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You may remember that Maſter Frederick obtained 
cM from his mamma a promiſe, that when the buſineſs of 
es daily inſtruction was finiſhed he and his ſiſter ſhould go 
into the orchard in ſearch of the Robins; as ſoon, 
therefore, as the air was ſufficiently cool, the took them 
with her, and arrived juſt after the parent birds had 
taken their young ones back to the neſt, Robin was 
then left by himſelf, and kept hopping about; and, fear 
ing no danger, got into the middle of the walk. Fre- 
derick deſcried him at a diſtance, and eagerly called out, 
there's one of them, I declare; and, before his mamma 
obſerved him, he ran to the place, and clapped his little 
hand over it, exulting that he had caught it. The 
preſſure of his hand hurt Robin's wing, who ſent forth 
piteous cries; on which Frederick let him go, and ſaid, 
| won't hurt you, you little thing. 

Miſs Harriet, who ſaw him catch the bird, ran as faſt 
3s poſſible to prevent his detaining it; and perceived 
tat as Robin hopped away he was lame, on which ſhe 
concluded that her brother had hurt him; but, on Fre- 
derick's aſſuring her that his wing hung down when he 
hiſt ſaw him, Mis. Benſon ſaid it was moſt likely he 
vas lamed by ſome accident, which had prevented his 
going with the others to the neſt ; and if* that is the 

: E PTE caſe, 
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caſe, faid ſhe, it will be humane 28 charitable t to take 

IH care of him. 
Frederick was delighted to ver her fay fo, and aſked 
ber he might carry it home? Yes, ſaid his mamma, 
Provided you can take him ſafely. Shall T carry it, 


madam? ſaid Joe, he can lie nicely in my hat. This 
was an excellent ſcheme, and all parties approved of it; 
fo Frederick took ſome of the foft graſs which was 
mowed down, to put at the bottom, and poor Robin 
was fafcly depoſited in his vehicle, which ſerved him for 
a litter; and, perceiving into what hands he was fallen, 
de inwardly rejoiced, knowing that he had an excellent 

chance of being provided for, as well as of ſeeing his 
dear relations again. I need not ſay that great care 
was taken of him; and you will eaſily ſuppoſe he had a 
more 4 h om than that he had paſſed i in the 
ſhed. 1 bo 
When Maſter and Miſs Benſon aroſe the next morn- 
ing, one of their firſt cares was to feed the birds, and 
they had the pleaſure to ſee all their neſtlings in a very 
thriving condition; both the linnet and the black bird 
now hopped out of their neſts to be fed, to the great 
' diverſion of Maſter Frederick: but this pleaſure was ſoon 

| damped by an unlucky accident ; for the Blackbird be- 
| Ing placed in a window which was open, hopped to» 
near the edge, and fel] to the ground, where he was 
' ſnapped up by a dog, and torn to pieces in an inſtant, 
Frederick began to lament as before; but, on his ſiſter's 
reminding him that the creature was paſt the ſenſe 
pain, he reſtrained himſelf, and turned his attention to 
the linget, which he put into a cage, that he might 
not meet the ſame fate. He then went to feed the 


A, and to inquire after Robin, whom Mrs. oe 
a 


4 


1 15 


bad taken into bids: own room, 100 Frederick ſhould 


handle and hurt him; to his great joy he found him 
bed nuch better, for he could begin to uſe his injured wing. 
ma, Frederick was therefore truſted 4 carry him into the 
it, breakfaſt parlour, where lie e him as has been 01 


1 ready deſcribed. _. < 
For ſome time the young Redbreaſts W very 
well; but at length Dicky, fimiliarized by the kind 
bin treatment he met with, forgot his father's injunctions, 
and began_to hop about in a very rude manner; he 
en, eren jumped into the plate of bread and butter; and, 
ent having a mind to taſte the tea, hopped on the edge of a 
his cup; but, dipping his foot in the hot liquor, be was 
are elad to make a haſty retreat, to the great diverſion of 
la Maſter Frederick. Flapſy took the freedom of peck= 
he ing at the ſugar, but found it too hard for her tender 
WH beak. For theſe liberties their mother reproved them 
n- ſaying ſhe would never bring them with her again, if 
nd they were guilty of ſuch. rudeneſs as to take what was 
ry not offered them. | | 
ird As their longer ſtay would have adi in on a plan 
eat which Mrs. Benſon had concerted, ſhe rung her bell, 
on MW and the footman came to remove the tea taings; on 
which the old birds, having taken leave of Robins and 
promiſed to come again the next day, flew out- at the 
window, followed by Dicky, Flapſy, and Peckſy. Robin 
was ſafely depoſited in a cage, and paſſed a happy day, 
being often allowed to hop out, in order to be fed. 
Te parent birds alighted in the court, and conducted 
their little ones to the water which was ſet out for them, 
after which they all returned to the neſt; here the young 
ones reſted till the afternoon, and then their pa ents took 
them out, in order to ſhew them the orchard. 
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Vo have not yet, ſaid the father, ſeen the whole 
extent of this place, and I wiſh to introduce you to our 
neighbours, He then led the way to a pear-tree, in 
which a linnet had built her neſt. The old linnets 
ſeemed much pleaſed to ſee their friends the Redbreaſts, 
who, with great pride, introduced their little family to 
them. My own neſtlings are juſt ready to fly, faid the 
hen linnet, and I hope will make acquaintance with 
them; for birds ſo well inſtructed as, I make no doubt, 
your offspring are, muſt be very deſirable companions, 
The little Redbreaſts were quite delighted with the 
hopes of having ſome agreeable friends; and the old 
ones replied, that they had themſelves received ſo much 
pleaſure from ſocial friendſhip, that they el their 
young ones to cultivate the ſame, 

They then flew on to a cherry- ttee, in ich were 
a pair of chaffinches in great agitation, endeavouring 
to part one of their on brood and a young ſparrow, 
which were engaged in a furious battle: but in vain; 
neither of the combatants would deſiſt, till the chaffinch 
dropped dead to the ground. His parents were greatly 
ſhocked at this accident; on which the cock Redbreaſt 
attempted to comfort them with his ſtrains; but, find- 
ing them deaf to bis muſic, he begged to know the cauſe 
of the quarrel which had ſo fatal a concluſion. 

Oh! anſwered the hen chaffinch, my neſtling is loſt 
through his own folly. I cautioned him repeatedly not 
to make acquaintance with ſparrows, knowing they 


would lead him into miſchief; but no eee, 
woul 


BEE. 
would prevail. As ſoon as he began to peck about, he 
formed a friendſhip with one of that voracious breed, 


who undertook to teach him to fy and provide for-hims, 


ſelf; ſo he left his parents, and continually followed the 


| ſparrow, who taught him to ſteal corn, and other 
things, and to quarrel with every bird he met; 1 ex» 
pected to ſee him killed continually, At length his 
companion grew tired of him, and picked a quarrel, 


which ended as you have ſeen. However, this is better 


than if he had been caught by men, and hung up, as I 


have ſeen many a bird, for a N to deter others 


from ſtealing. 
Let me adviſe you, my young friends, ſaid ſhe, ad- - 
drefling herſelf to the little Redbreaſts, to- follow your 


parents direction in every reſpect, and avoid bad com- 


pany. She then, accompanied by her mate, flew back 


to her neſt, in order to acquaint the reſt of the family 


with this dreadfu) cataſtrophe, and the Redbreaſts took 


another flight. 


They alighted on the ground, and 6 pecking 
about, hen all of a ſudden they heard a ſtrange noiſe, 
which rather alarmed the young ones. Their father 
deſired them to have no fears, but follow him; he led 
them to the top of a high tree, in which was a neſt of 


magpies. They had the day before made an excurſion 


round the orchard, and were converſing on what they 


| had ſeen, but in ſuch a confuſed manner, that there was 
no ſuch thing as underſtanding | them; one chattered 


of one thing, and one of another. In ſhort, all were 


eager to ſpeak, and none inclined to hear. 
What a ſet of fooliſh ill-bred little creatures are 


theſe, ſaid*the cock Redbreaſt ; if they would talk one 


at a thn, what each ſays might afford entertainment to 
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Th They foon came to a hollow tree. 
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the reſt; but, by ps oh all together in this manner, 
they are quite diſagreeable. Take example from them, 


my neſtlings, and avoid the fault which en Meta ſo 


ridiculous: 


So ſaying, he Gow on, MY they ſoon ſaw a . 


| ſurrounded by a number of birds, who had been peck- 
ing at her till ſhe had ſcarce a feather left upon her 
pPreaſt, while ſhe kept repeating her own dull note, 
| Cuckoo ! Cuckoo? inceſſantly. Get back again to your 
own country, faid a thruſh, what buſineſs have you in 
ours, ſucking the eggs, and taking the neſts of any 


bird you meet with? Surely it would be ſufficient 


could you have the privilege of building for yourſelf, as 


we dd who are natives; but you have no right to ſeize 


upon our labours, and devour our off pring.— The 


cuckoo deſerves his fate, ſaid the hen Redbreaſt: 
though I am far from bearing enmity to foreign birds 
in general, I deteſt fuch characters as his I wonder 
mankind do not drive cuckoos away; but I ſuppoſe it is 
on account of their being the harbingers of ſummer. 


How different is the character of the ſwallow; he 
comes here to enjoy the mildneſs of the climate, and 
' confers a benefit on the land by deſtroying many 
noxious infects, 
the air, and have had high pleaſure in converſing with 
them; for, as they are great travellers, they have much 


I rejoice. to ſee that race ſporting in 


to relate. But come, let us go on. 
Peep into this 


hole, ſaid the cock bird to his young ones; they did ſo, 


and beheld a rieft of young owls, What a ſet of ugly 
creatures, ſaid Dicky: furely you do not intend to ſhew 


your frightful faces in the world Did ever any one ſee 
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Whoever you are that reproach. us with the want of - 
beauty, you do not ſhew your own good ſenſe, replied 
one of the little owls; perhaps we may have qualities 
which render us as amiable as yourſelves: you do not 
appear to know that we are night and not day birds: 
the quantity of feathers in which we are muſfled up is 
very comfortable to us when we are out in the cold; 
and I can ſhew you. a pair of eyes, which, if you are 
lite birds; will frighten you out of your wits; and, 
if I could fly, I. would: let you ſee what elſe I 
could do. He then drew back the film which was 
ziven him, that the ſtrong light of the day might not 


* 


injure his fight, and ſtared full at Dicky, who was ſtruck 


ith aſtoniſhment. _ 

At that inſtant the parent owl wi. and, ſeeing 
z parcel of ſtrangers looking into her neſt, ſhe ſet up 2 
ſcreeching, which made the whole party take wing. 
As ſoon as they ſtopped to reſt, the cock Redbreaſt, 
who was really frightened, as well as his mate and fa- 
nily, recollected himſelf, and ſaid, Well, Dicky, how 
dd you like the owPs eyes? I fancy they proved 
brighter than you expected; but, had they even been 
8 ugly as you ſuppoſed, it was very rude and filly in 
jou to notice it. You ought never to cenſure any bird 
{vr natural deformities, ſince no one contracts them by 
choice; and what appears diſagreeable to you, may be 
leaſing in the eyes of another. Beſides, you ſhould 
be particularly careful not to inſult ſtrangers, becauſe 
jou cannot know their deferts, nor what power they 
tay have of revenging themſelves, - You may think 
urſelf happy if you never meet one of theſe owls by 
Pight, for, I aſſure you, they often feed upon little birds 
[ic us: and you have no reaſon to think they will ſpare 
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them ridiculous, If any one had any natural imperſec- 
tion in his ſinging, he was ſure to mimic it; or if any, 


neſtlings, as mimickry was a fault to which young birds 


of it. 


a” ] 


you, after the affront you have oun them. But come, fly 

Tet: us fly on. "ha 

They ſoon alighted on a tree, in which was a moc aff 

| _bird# „who, inſtead of ſinging any note of his own, MW fi 
e el imitating thoſe of every bird that in. W ma 


habited the orchard, and this with a view of making 


was particularly attentive to the duties of his ſtation, he 
ridiculed him as grave and formal. The young Red- 
breaſts were exceſſively diverted with this droll crea- 
ture; but their father deſired them to conſider whether 
they ſhould like to hear him mimic them. Every one 
agreed that they ſhould be very angry to be ridiculed in 
that manner. Then, replied the father, neither en- 
courage nor imitate him. The mock-bird hearing him, 
took up his notes Neither encourage nor imitate him, 
ſaid he. The cock Redbreaſt on this flew at him with 
fury, plucked ſome feathers from his breaſt, and ſent 
bim ſcreaming from the place. I have made you ſing 
a natural note at laſt, ſaid he, and hope you will take 
care how you practiſe mimickry again. His mate was 
ſorry to ſee him diſturb his temper, and ruffle his fea- 
thers, for ſuch an inſignificant creature; but he told 
her it was particularly neceſſary as an example to hi 


were too apt to incline; and he wiſhed to ſhew the 
the danger ey expoled themſelves to in the practice 


The ele Redbreaſt family reſted themſelves fo 
ſore time; and whilſt wy fat ſtill obſerved a chaflinc 


The mock-bird 3 is $A a native of Ametica, but is introduced ben 
for the ſake of the moral. 
f 7 ing 
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flying from tree to tree, chattering to every bird he 


} 


bad any knowledge of; and his diſcourſe ſeemed to 


affect his hearers greatly, for they perceived ſome birds 
flying off in great haſte, and others meeting them ; 
nanny battles and diſputes enſued. The little Redbreaſts 
4 wondered at theſe circumſtances ; at length Peckſy in- 
MW quired the meaning of the buſtle. This Chaffinch, re- 
1M plied the father, is a tell. tale; it is inconceivable the 
e miſchicf he makes. Not that he has ſo much malice 
in his nature, but he loves to hear himſelf chatter z and 
therefore every anecdote he can collect he tells to all he 


moſities ; neither does he ſtop herp, for he frequently 
invents the tales be relates. 


As the Redbreaſt was ſpeaking the Chaffinch alighted 
got abroad in the world again? I heard the linnet in 


bung up as a ſpectacle, but I thought this could not be 
true; beſides, the blackbird in the cherry-tree told me 
that the reaſon we did not ſce you as uſual was—that 
you were rearing a family, to whom, he ſaid, you were 
ſo ſevere, that the poor little creatures had no comfort 
of their lives. | 

Whatever you may have heard, or whatever you 
may ſay, is a matter of indifference to me, replied the 
Redbreaſt 3 but as a neighbour, I cannot help adviſing 
you to reſtrain your tongue a little, and conſider, be- 
fore you communicate your intelligence, whether what 
you are going to ſay has not a tendency to diſturb the 
peace of ſociety. ; 

| Whilſt he was thus adviſing him a : flock of birds 
ilembled about the tree; it conſiſted of thoſe to whom 
the 


meets, by which means he often raifes quarrels and ani- 


on the ſame tree. O my old friend, ſaid he, are you | 


the pear-tree ſay you were caught ſtealing corn, and 
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5 
the Chaffinch had been chattering, who, having come 


55 to an explanation with each other, had detected bis 


falſities, and determined to expeÞ him the orchard; 
Which they did, with every mark of contempt and ig- 
nominy: all the Redbreaſts joined in the purſuit, for 


even the little ones ſaw his character in a deteſtable 


light, and formed a determination to avoid his fault. 
When the tell tale was gone, the party which purſued 


| bim alighted all together in the ſame walk, and amongſt 


them the Redbreaſts diſcovered many of their old 
friends, with whom they now renewed their acquaint- 
ance, knowing they ſhould ſoon be releaſed from fa. 
mily cares; and the young ones paſſed a happy day in 
this cheerful aſſembly; but at length the hour of re- 
: poſe approached, when each individual fled to his reſt- 
ing-place; and the nor after fo e a day, 
fell aſleep. - 
: Let us leave them to enjoy the comfort of the neſt, 
and inquire after their young benefactors. 


CHAP. XVIIL 


As ſoon as the breakfaſt things were removed at 


Mrs. Benſon's, ſhe informed her ſon and daughter, that 


| the intended to take them with her to F armer Wil- 

ſon's, Where ſhe made no doubt they would paſs 2 
happy day; and deſired them to go and get equipped 
for the journey, while ſhe dreſſed herſelf, The young 
folks obeyed without heſitation; and, having given 
their maid very ſtrict injunctions to feed Robin and 
the Linnet, they attended their mamma to the coach; 


m7 after a ** ride, arrived at the farm-houſe, 
| | | where 
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ahere they were received with the utmoſt reſpeX by 
Mrs.*Willen: ; 

Farmer Wilſon was a very arorihy man, | poſf fled of 
z great ſhare of natural good ſenſe and benevolence of 
heart, He had, by his induſtry, acquired ſufficient to 
purchaſe the farm he lived on, and had a fair proſpect of 
making a comfortable proviſion for a numerous family, 
hom he brought up with the greateſt care, and taught 
them all to be merciful to the cattle which were em- 
dloyed in his_buſine's. | 

His wife was a mot amiable woman, and had re- 
ceived a good education from her father, who was for- 
merly curate of the pariſh. This good man had ſtrongly 
implanted in his daughter's mind the Chriſtian doctrine 
of UNIVERSAL CHARITY, Which ſhe exerciſed, not only 
towards the human ſpecies, but alſo extended it to poul- 
try, and every living creature which it was her province 
to manage. _ 

Mrs. Benſon knew that her children would here 
have an opportunity of ſeeing many different animals 
treated with prepriety; and it was on this account that 
ſhe took them with her, though ſhe herſelf complied 
with an invitation ſhe had received the day before, and 
viited theſe good people from a motive of ſincere 
reſpeRt. . 

As ſoon as they were Hated, be Wilſon regaled 
her young gueſts with a piece of nice cake, made by 
her daughter Betſy, a little girl of twelve years old, 
who ſat by enjoying, with a ſecret delight, the honour 
which the little lady and gentleman did to her perform- 
ance, It happened fortunately 1 to be a cool day, -and 
Mrs. Benſon 9 1 a Akire to walk W and ſee | 
tie farm, | 


bi 
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mn the firſt place Mrs, Wilſon ſhewed 5 the 


houſe, which was in every reſpect perfectly neat, and 


in complete order. She then took her guelts into her 
dairy, which was well ſtored with milk and cream, 
butter and cheeſe. From thence they went to viſit the 
poultry-yard, where the little Benſons were exceſſively 
delighted indeed: for there were a number of /cocks 
and hens, and many broods of young chickens, beſides 
turkeys a Guinea-fowls, | 

All the ſowls expreſſed the greateſt joy at the ſight 
of Mrs. Wilſon and her daughter Betſy ; the cocks ce- 
lebrated their arrival by loud and cheerful crowings; 
the hens gave notice of their approach by cackling, 


and aſſembled their infant train to partake of their 


bounty; 5 the turkeys and Guinea- fowls ran to meet 
them; a number of pigeons alſo alighted from a pie 

geon- 5 Betſy ſcattered amongſt them the grain 
wich ſhe carried in her lap for that purpoſe, and ſeem- 
ed to have great pleaſure in diſtributing it. 

When their young viſitors were ſatisfied with * 
the poultry fed, Mrs. Wilſon ſhewed them the hen- 
houſe, and other conveniences provided for them, 
which were excellently calculated to make their lives 


comfortable; and then opened a little door, which led 


to a meadow, where the fowls were often indulged to 
ramble and refreſh themſelves. On ſeeing her ap- 
_ proach this place, the whole party collected, and run 
Into the meadow, like a troop of ſchool-boys into their 
play-ground. | 
You, Mrs. Wilſon, and your daughter, muſt have 
great amuſement With theſe pretty creatures, ſaid Mrs, 
Benſ en. — We have indeed, Madam, and they furniſh 


us with eggs and chickens, not t only for our own uſe, 
but 


but fe 
felt t. 


1 
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but for the market alſo.— And can you prevail on your- 
ſelf to kill theſe ſweet creatures ? ſaid Miſs Benſon.— 
Indeed, Miſs, I cannot, ſaid Mrs. Wilſon, and never 
did kill a chicken in my life ; but it is an eaſy matter 
to find people capable of doing it and there is an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity for ſome of them to die, for they breed 
fo faſty7that in a ſhort time we ſhould have more than 
we could poſſibly feed : but I make it a rule to render 
their. lives as happy as poſlible, never ſhut them up to 
fitten any longer than I can help, uſe no cruel me- 
thods of cramming them, nor confine them in a ſitu- 
ation where they can (ee other fowls at liberty; neither 
do I take the chickens from the ben till ſhe herſelf de» 
ſcrts them, nor ſet hens upon ducks” eggs. 
| often regret, ſaid Mrs, Benſon, that ſo many lives 
ſhould be ſacrificed to preſerve ours; but we mult eat 
animals, or they, would at length eat us, at leaſt all 
that would otherwiſe ſupport us. | 5 
Whilſt this converſation paſſed, Maſter Frederick 
had followed the fowls into the meadow, where the 
urkey- -cock, taking him for an enemy, had attacked 
tim, and frightened him ſo much, that he at firſt cried 
out for help, but ſoon recollected that this was coward» _ 
0 fo he pulled of his hat and drove the creature away 
before Betſy Wilfon arrived, who was running to his 


| aliſtance, 


The farmer's wife next 8 (but with many 
Wr for offering to take them to ſuch a place) to 
ne them her pigſties. The name of a pigſty gene- 
rally conveys an idea of naſtineſs; but whoever had 
ſeen thoſe of Farmer Wilſon would have had a very 
lifferent one. They were neatly paved, and waſhed 
for every day; the troughs in which they fed were 
9 frequently 


Faq. 


frequently Keen and the water they drank was al. 
ways ſweet and wholeſome. The pigs themſelves had 
an appearance of neatneſs, which no one could have 
| expected i in ſuch kind of animals; and though they had 
not the ingenuity which the learned pig appears to have, 
there was really ſomething intelligent in their grunt- 
ings, and a very droll arch expreſſion in the eyes of 
ſome of them. They knew their benefactors, and 
found means of teſtifying their joy at ſeeing them; 

which was increaſed when a boy, whom Mrs. Wilſon 
| had ordered to bring ſome bean ſhells, emptied bj; 
baſket before them. Now a conteſt enſued who Hiould 
have the largeſt ſhare, and each began puſhing the 
others aſide, and ſtuffing as faſt as he could, leſt they 
ſhould have more than himſelf. 
Miſs Benſon ſaid fhe could not bear to ſee ſuch 
greedineſs. It is, indeed, replied Mrs, Benſon, very 
diſagreeable, even in fach creatures as theſe, but how 
much more ſo in the human ſpecies ; and yet how fre- 
quent is this fault amongſt children in particular, Pray 
look at theſe pigs, Frederick, and tell me if you never 


berries as theſe pigs do bean-ſhells? Frederick“ 
cheeks, at this queſtion, was covered with conſcious 
blu hes; on which his mamma kindly kiſſed him, and 


to ſerve him for a leſſon as long as he lived. 

In a ſeparate ſtye was a ſow with a litter of young 
Pigs. This was a very pleaſing fight indeed to Maſter 

Frederick, who longed to have one of them to play 

with; but Mrs, Wilſon told him it would make the 

ſow very angry, and her gruntings would terrify him 


more than the turkey-cock had done; on which he 
| 5 dropped 


remember to have met with's little boy who eat ſtraw- | 


| ſiid ſhe hoped he had ſeen enough of greedineſs to-day 
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loch a little creature. 


of a perſon who nurſed up a fick pig, which actually 


jour poultry, Mrs. Wilſon ? faid Mrs. Benſon. Yes, 


— — oo 


Maſter Frederick longed to taſte ſome of the delicacies 


a 
ae his requeſt, but faid. he ſhould like to keep 7 


If it would always continue little, Frederick, aid 
Mrs. Benſon, it would do very well; but it will per- 
haps grow as large as its mother, and what ſhall we 
do then? Famiiiarized by the kind treatment which 
| am ſure you would give it, we ſhould have it follow- 
ing you into the parlour, and perbaps run grunting after 
you into your bedchamber, I myſelf knew an inftance 


ran after her to church, and became the moſt trouble- 
ſome thing you can conceive. 
I ſuppoſe your hogs are very profitable as well as 


madam, replied ſhe, we cure a good deal of bacon, and 
pickle a quantity of pork ;' we ſell a great many ſuck- 
ing pigs, fo that we are well paid for keeping them; 
and I never ſuffer them to be neglected in any parti- 
cular; and have the pleaſure of thinking few pigs are 
happier than mine.—But 1 fear, Jadies, you will be 
tired with ſtaying here; will it be agreeable to you to 
take a walk in the garden {—With all my heart, faid 
Mrs. Benſon. 

Mrs. Wilſon then l her gueſts into a gar- 
ten, which abounded with all kinds of vegetables for 
the table, quantities of fruit, and a variety of flowers. 


which preſented themſelves to his eye; but he had 
been taught never to gather fruit or flowers without 
leave, nor aſk for any: however, Mrs. Wilſon, with 
tis mamma's permiſſion, treated him and his fiſter with 
eme fine apples and pears, which Betſy gathered and. 
redeten in cabbage leaves, and then took them to a 
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Tur fight of the . was a great entertainment, 


formed their cells, and depoſited their ſtore. She had, 


conſider them as little ſtinging creatures which it was 
dangerous to approach. This is quite à treat to me 


an opportunity of ſeeing bees work in glaſs hives. 


expenſe of them; and indeed my neighbours laugh at 
me, and call me very whimſical and extravagant for 
indulging myſelf with them ; but I find my account in 
keeping bees thus, even upon a principle of cxconomy; 
for as I do not deſtroy them, I have greater numbers 
to work for me, and more honey every year than the 
laſt, notwithſtanding I feed my bees in the winter. I 
have made acquaintance with the queen of every hive, 
who will come to me whenever I call her, and you 
ſhall ſee one of their majeſties if you pleaſe. 
On this ſhe called, in a manner which the inhabi- 


tants of the hive they were looking at were accuſtomed 


ſhady arbour, where they ſat and enjoyed their feaſt, 
After which they went to ſee the bees which were * 


not only to the children, but to Mrs. Benſon alſo, who | 
was exceſſively pleaſed with the ingenuity and induſtry 
with which theſe inſets collected their honey and wax, 


by books, acquired a knowledge of the natural hiſtory 
of bees, which enabled her to examine their work with 
much greater ſatisfaction than ſhe would have received 
from the ſight of them, had ſhe been only taught to 
indeed, ſaid ſhe to Mrs. Wilſon, for I never before had 


Madam, ſaid the good woman, few will be at the 
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so, and a large bee ſoon ſettled on her hand; in an 
inſtant after ie was covered, fro head to foot, vw 
bees. 8 
Miſs Benſon was fearful leſt they ſhould Ring, and 
Frederick was running away; but Mrs. Wilſon aſſured 
them the little creatures would not do any miſchief, 
no one attempted to catch them. Bees are, in their 
natural diſpoſitions, very harmleſs creatures, I aſſure 
ju, Maſter Benſon, ſaid ſhe; though I own they will 
certainly ſting little boys who endeavour to catch them 
in order to ſuck their bag of honey, or take out their 
ting: but you ſee, that though I have hundreds about 
me, and even on my face and arms, not one oners to 
do me an injury; and I believe waſps ſeldom ſting but 
in their own defence. She then threw up her hand, 
which the queen-bee regarded as a ſignal of diſmiſſion, 
ind fle w away in great ſtate, ſurrounded by her guards, 
and followed by the reſt of her ſubjects, each ready to 
ble his own life in the defence of hers. | 

There is ſomething very wonderful, ſaid Mrs. Ben- 
bn, in the ſtrong attachment theſe little creatures have 
t their ſovereign, and very inſtructive too. I with 
Our good king could ſee all his ſubjects as cloſely 
nited in his intereſt !—What ſay you, Frederick, 
would you fight for your king: - Ves, mamma, ſif papa | 
would, —Thbat, I aſſure you, my dear, he certainly 
would do, if there were occaſion, as loyally as the beſt 
bee. in the world: and I beg you will remember what 
| now tell you as long as you live, that it is your duty 
to love your king, for he is to be conſidered as the fa- 
wer of his covntry. 

But mamma, ſaid F rederick, it is 90 queen that the 
tees love, and we have a queen too.— Ves, my dear, 

| We 


"41 we have ſo; and I believe her majeſty is as ack ho- 


I mw 1]. 


— 


' noured by her ſubjects as a queen-bee in her hire, 
though ſhe has not ſo full a command over them; for 
itisa king that governs England, as your papa goverys 
his family. 


But before we take our leave of the bees, Jet me ob- varie 
ſerve to you, my dears > gbat ſeveral ane leſſons him 
may be taken from heir example. | LS 
If ſuch little inſects as theſe perform FRY. daily Gil 5ou 
with ſo much alacrity, ſurely it muſt be a ſhame for 5 tl 
children to be idle, and to fret, cauſe they are put to * 
learn things which will be of the utmoſt conſequence YE 
to them in the end; and which would indeed conducefi in ch 
to their preſent happineſs, would Bey but apply to them Jar 
with a willing mind. x Fit 
g Science of various kinds preſents itſelf to the 1 tete 
race, as the different flowers offer themſelves to bees; 4 5 
and nothiog is wanting to extract the ſweets but an ap- ie 

_ plication of thoſe faculties of which they are by nature Nene 
poſſeſſed. As the induſtrious bee flies ſuccelvely t Ll 


every fragrant plant within his reach, ſo do you, m 950 
dear children, go from one branch of knowledge tc 


another : but obſerve, the bee does not fly giddily from * 
flower to flower, merely to take a tranſient view of it 3 
beauties, he re/?s on each till he has obtained all thai] 
will anſwer his purpoſe: imitate him in this particula yt 
alſo, and be not hurried on, by vain curioſity, from der 
book to book, ſo as to gain only a ſuperficial know 5 
ledge in the different branches of education; but re i 85 
member that the bee applies the materials he collects te 1 jr 
purpoſes valuable to himſelf, and to the community te 1 
which he belongs. oy : 


Bet come, Mrs. Wilfon, we muſt, if you pleaſ ki 
| 6 | ? think N "e 


. is 7 | 
think of retiring. from this place; for if we ſtay kits 
much longer, we ſhall not have time to enjoy the plea- 


ſures you have in reſerve for us. On this Mrs. Wilſon | 


faid ſhe was ready to wait on them. 
As they walked along Miſs Benſon took notice of a 


rariety of beautify} inſets, and Frederick fo far forgot 
himſelf as to run after a moth and catch it; but his 
mamma obliged him to let it go immediately, Don't 


you think, Mrs. Wilſon, ſaid ſhe, that it is very wrong 
to let children catch butterflies and moths ? Indeed I 
do, madam, replied the good woman. Poor little 
creatures, what injury can they do us by flying about? 


In that ſtate at leaſt they are harmleſs to us, Cater- 
pillars and ſnails, it is true, we are obliged frequently 
to deſtroy on account of their deyouring fruit and ve- 


getables ; but unieſs they abound fo as to be likely to 
do a real injury, I never let them be meddled with, 
| often think of my good father's maxim, which was, 


Never to take away the life of any creature, unleſs it is 
neceſſary for the benefit of mankind. While there is 


food and room enough i in the world for them and us, let 
them live and enjoy the N they were formed for, 


de would ſay. 
When I was a little irt, ſaid Mrs. Benson, I had a 


great propenſity to cateh flies and other inſects, hut my 


father had an excellent microſcope, i in which he ſhewed 


me a number of different objects; by this means I 
learnt that even the minuteſt creatures might be as ſuſ- 
ceptible of pain as.myſelf; and I declare I cannot put 
any thing to death without fancying I hear its bones 


crack, and that I ſee its blood guſhing from its veins 


and arteries; and ſo far from having a pleaſure in 
wing even the diſagreeable inſets which are trouble» 
| Ts ſome 
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ive in an I aſſure you I cannot do it wylelt nor 


ſiee it done without pain; and yet they certainly may be I of 
- conſidered as enemies, and. as ſuch we have a Lg to hol 

_ deſtroy them, upo 
Too be ſure, madam, laid. Mrs. Wilſon, for without wit! 

* Cleanlineſs we could not enjoy health. It goes againſt ner 
me to demoliſh a fine ſpider's web, and yet they make ſlin 


a houſe look , very dirty; but I ſeldom have any in 
+ mine : for I took care, when 1 firſt came to ri in it, 
to deſtroy the neſts; and the old ſpiders, finding there 
was. no ſecurity for their young ones here, have for- 
faken the houſe; and I am inclined to think the ſame 
| vigilance in reſpe& to other gre inſets would | 
44 have the ſame effect. 
| Doubtleſs, ſaid Mrs. Wade bw pray tell me, do 
vou deſtroy. the webs of garden ſpiders alſo? Not un- 
E. they are ſo many as to be troubleſims and diſ- 
agreeable, replied Mrs. Wilſon. I ſhould not myſelf 
like to have the fruits. of my. induſtry demoliſhed, nor 
my little ones taken out of my arms, or from their 
warm beds, and cruſhed to death. I am of opinion, 
ſaid Mrs. Benſon, that it would be a good way to ac- 
_ cuſtom one's ſelf, before one kills any N to change 
ſituations with. it in imagination. 
For inſtance, if I accidentally diſturb an ant's neſt, 
inſtead of cruſhing the little creatures with thoughtiels 
| inhumanity, as a ſet of inſignificant atoms, I can 
fancy them appearing to me of the ſame magnitude a 
ſolar microſcope would ſhew them, and one of them 
addrefling me in this manner — Step aſide, I entreat 
you, and let me and my aſſociates pals i in lafety, that 
we may repair the miſchief you have done to our city. 


The 9 oy corn is fallen in, a and I fear my dear 
parents 
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parents, are buried i in the ruins: T hear the lamentations 
of my mate for the danger of our little ones; and be- 

hold two "of n my. dear friends, whieh you have trod 

upon, in che agonies of death, Why do you treat 
with ſuch barbarity a ſet of innocent beings, that have 
never wilfully done you the leaſt injury? Do we ever 
fling. the human race but in our own. defence? Do 
you really want the fruit we eat? And can the ſmall 
quantity of corn we hoard up be miſſed from your 
| plentiful ſtores? Is it not misfortune enough for us 
that we are the prey of birds, but- muſt mankind, to 
whom thouſands of us would not afford even a ſingle 
meal, deſtroy us for ſport? Oh, rather ye, whoſe. 
hearts are alive to the ſentiments of humanity, plead 
our cauſe to the thoughtleſs part of your own ſpecies, 
and, as lords of the creation, drive away from us thoſe 
natural enemies, which you may ſee darting down to 
devour us? If you love your own offspring, think of 
ours; and if you would be proſperous in your own oc- 
cupations, protect thoſe that afford a leſſon of induſtry, 
which the wiſeſt of mankind has recommended to your 
ſerious conſideration. 

Indeed, madam, ſaid Mrs. Wilſon, I have often 
wiſhed that poor dumb creatures had ſomebody to ſpeak 
for them; many an innocent life would then be ſaved 
which is now deſtroyed to no end. | 
Well, faid Harriet, I am ſure I ſhall never kill any 
thing without firſt magnifying it in my mind, and 
thinking what it would ſay for itſelf if able to ſpeak,— 
Then,, my "dear, I will engage for you, replied. her 
mamma, that you will put but very few creatures to 
death : but, in order to have a proper notion of their 
forms you muſt ny: natural hiſtory, from whence 
. - yas 
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you wal 166 bow wonderful tic DT — is; 


how carefully and 1 the inferior eréatüres pro- 
vide for their young; 725 ingenious their various 
employments are; how far they are from Harbour- 


ing malice againſt the human ſpecies ; and how excel. 


tently they are informed and inſtructed by their-great 4 
| Treator, for the enjoyment of happineſs i in their dif. her 
| ferent claſſes of exiſtence, which happineſs 1 S WE have c cer. of 
tainly no right wantonly to diſturb. _ in 


Beſides, it is really a meanneſs to deſtroy any at 
| merely becauſe it is /z#t/2; and, in children, particularly 1 
abſurd to do ſo; for, upon this principle, they mult 
themſelves expect to be conſtantly ill-treated ; though 
no animal ſtands more in need of tenderneſs than they 
do for many years from the time of their coming into 
the world: and even men and women might expett to 
be annihilated by the power of the great CREATO if 
every thing that is little were to be deſtroyed. 
Neither do J know how we can preciſely call any 
thing great or little, ſince it is only ſo by comparing it 
with others. An *ant or fly may appear to one of 
its own ſpecies, whoſe eyes are formed to ſee thoſe parts 
which wwe cannot diſcover without glaſſes, as conſider- 
able as men and women do to each other; and to crea- 
. tures of the dimenſions of a mite, one the ſize of an ant 
doubtleſs looks formidable and gigantic. 1 therefore 
think it but juſtice to view inſets with microſcopic eyes 
before we commit cruel devaſtations upon them. _ 
During this converſation Maſter Frederick kept | 
running about making choice of flowers, which Betſy 
- Wilſon gathered and formed into NOIRgAYS for his 
mamma, his ſiſter, and himſelf. NN 


CHAP. 


w1V9Þ 8 2 mw MY 2 5 


\ 


view; but I fancy he will not unt ducks about any 


1 young viſitors were delighte wich the appearance 
of a number of 3 and ducks; ſome were ſwimming 


id runs <a thick $a ti when pleaſure i is in 


more: for my part do not like any of my children 
ſhould make ſport of teaſing animals. I wiſh every 
creature I keep to enjoy happineſs to the day of its 
death; and when it muſt be killed, to have it diſpatched 
by the quickeſt means poſſible. | 

Have you any fiſh here, ſaid Frederick ? I believe 
none of any conſequence, Sir; the ducks and the geeſe 
would take care that none {ſhould grow to any conſi- 
derable ſize; but there are plenty in a pond which you 
wil ſee in the next field; and I hope to have the plea- 
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ſure of ſeeing 500 at dinner cat of ſome perch which 
were caught there. Sometimes we catch fine carp and 


tench, but only with nets; for neither my good man 


nor I can bear the/cruel diverſion of angling ; nor do 
we allow our n to follow it, from a notion that i it 
bardens the heart, and leads to idleneſs. 3 
Pray, mamma, faid Miſg : Larriet, is it rigbt to catch 
fiſh? I ſhould think, as they live in water, and we 
upon land, we have no buſineſs with them.—You 
would wiſh every one then, my dear, to keep | to their 
Your ſentiment is a good one in many 


reſpects, but it muſt not be extended ſo far as to forbid 


the catching of fiſh, Man has domir ion over the fiſh, . 
as well as over beaſts and fowls, and many of them Us 


excellent food for mankind; and the aſtoniſhing in- 
creaſe of them ſhews that they are e to be ſo; 


for were all that are ſpawned to grow tog full ſize, 


there would ſoon be more than our ponds, or even than 


the fea itſelf, would hold, and they would be ftarved; 


therefore there are the ſame reaſons for our feeding. on 


them as on poultry, but we ſhould be very careful to 


1 14 


diſpatch them as quickly as poſſible. 
Some people are cruel enough to roaſt 16bſters alive, 


the cries of which I have been told are dreadful to hear; 
and others will flay eels alive, then put them without 
their ſkins into a pail of cold water, and afterwatds cut 
them in pieces, and throw them into a frying- pan of 


boiling fat, where ſometimes every ſeparate piece will 
writhe about in agony. Thus. each poor fiſh ſuffers 


as many deaths as it is divided into pieces. Non, 


Harriet, this cannot be right, however authorized by 


cuſtom; therefore I hope you never will ſuffer ſuch | 


things to be done in your kitchen when you keep 


houſe 


(a7 1: 
houſe, but always give orders that your lobſters be put 
into boiling water, which kills them ſoon, and that 
your eels/are killed before they are ſkinned, which may 
ſoon be done by laying hold of their heads and tails 


and giving them a ſudden pull, which ſeparates the ver- 


tebræ of the back. This is dreadful enough, though 
little in compariſon of what they ſuffer by the other 
methods. 8 5 a 9 
Oh, mamma aid Mie you make me even 

ſhudder; I do not believe I ſhall ever deſire to eat 
cels ; I ſhall be ready to make ſpeeches for every piece 


as it lies in à diſh hefore me. But, pray tell me, is it 


cruel to kill frogs and toads? Aſk Mrs. Wilſon, my 
dear, ſhe has more to do with ſuch reptiles than I 
bave.— Why, Miſs, replied Mrs. Wilſon, I am very 
ſingular in regard to ſuch kind of creatures; and 
though I by no means like to have them in my houſe, 
do not make an outery and condemn. every one to a 
violent death which is accidentally found in my cellars 
or other places; on the contrary, I generally fee it 
thrown into a ditch at ſome diſtance to take its chance. 
There are many birds and water-fowl that feed on 
young frogs and toads, which will in general keep them 
from multiplying ſo as to be nuiſances to us; and it is 


time enough ſor us to take arms againſt them if there 


happens to be a very extraordinary increaſe of them. 


My good man is as particular in reſpect to moles; if 


he finds them in his garden, or any other. part of his 
grounds where they can do miſchief, he has them 
killed; but never ſuffers them to be moleſted: when 
they are harmleſs. Neither does he hunt after ſnakes, 
or permit any one belonging to him to do ſo; for he 

15 that, if they are not diſturbed, they will not come 
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from their haunts to annoy us z and to kill for the fake 


_ of killing is cruel. 


Pray, Mrs. Wilſon, faid ante do your ſons 
ever. go a birds' neſting ?—No; Sir, faid ſhe, I hope I 


bave not a child amongft my family capable of ſuch 
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barbarity. —ln the courſe of the ſummer they generally 
have young birds to nurſe, which fall out of their neſts 


or loſe their parents, but are ſeldom lucky enough to 
raiſe them; and we have only one in a cage which 
they reared Jaſt ſummer. Yet we have plenty of ſing - 
ing; for the ſweet creatures, finding they may enjoy 
_ themſelves unmoleſted in the trees, treat us with their 


harmony from morning to night, of which you had a 


_ "ſpecimen in the garden. Sparrows, indeed, my huſ- 
band is under a neceſſity of deſtroying, for they are ſuch 


deyourers, they would leave him but little corn to carry 


tso market if he did not ſhoot them; but he never kills 


the crows, becauſe they are very ſerviceable in picking 
up grubs, and other things injurious to farmers; we 
only ſet a little boy to watch our new ſown grain, and 


be keeps making a noiſe, which effectually frightens 


them. Ob, ſaid Frederick, I nurſe young birds too. 


I have got a linnet and a  Ravig Redbreaſt, and feed an | 


hundred beſide. 
Mcs. Wilſon ſmiled, and addreſſing herſelf to Mrs. 


Benſon, ſaid, Now, madam, we will, if you pleaſe, 
return to the houſe; for 1 fancy by this time dinner 1s 


nearly ready, and my huſþand and ſons are about com- 


| ing home. 
Mrs. Benſon was a little tired with her £59 and | 


was really impatient to ſee farmer Wilſon and the reſt 
of his amiable family. When ſhe drew near the houſe 
* was met by the worthy man, who gave her a moſt 


cordial | 


youny 
invi te 
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235 welcome, and ſaid he was proud to ſce ſo much 


good company. Nancy, the eldeſt daughter, to whom 
dee had entruſted the care of inſpecting the ad- 


ditional cookery which ſhe had ordered, and who, for 
that reaſon, was not to be ſeen in the morning, now 
made her appearance, dreſſed with the moſt perfect 


neatneſs ; health bloomed in her cheeks, and cheerful- 
neſs and good humour ſparkled in her eyes. With 
this engaging countenance ſhe eaſily prevailed on 


Maſter Frederick to let her place him by her at the 
table, round which the two other viſitors, the maſter 


and miſtreſs of the houſe, and the reſt of their off- 
pring, conſiſting of Thomas, a fine youth of 
eighteen, four young boys, and grep Betſy, were ſoon 
ſeated. 


The table was covered with plain food, but by the 


good management of Nancy, who had made an excel- 


kat pudding, an apple-pie, and ſome delicious cuſtards, 


it made a very good figure; and Mrs. Benſon after» 
wards declared, that ſhe had never enjoyed an enter- 


tinment ſo much. It was conſiderably heightened by 


the happy countenances of the whole family. : 
The farmer, who was a jocoſe man, ſaid a number 


of droll things, which diverted his little: viſitors very 


much; and ſoon after dinner he begged leave to depart, 
3s he was. ſheep-ſhearing; but ſaid he thought the 
young gentlefolks might be diverted with the fight, ſo 
invited them to pay him a viſit in the field, and left 1 
nd hs. to conduct Maſter Frederick. 
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| Tus young er- were rather 1710 at rt, bali 
afraid that their gueſts would laugh at their country 


35 talk; but when they obſerved how politely they be. 


haved to their ſiſters, they entered into converſation, 
and told Mafter Benſon an hundred particulars about 
animals, with which he was before unacquainted; and 


A be in return related all he knew about his Redbreaſts 
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and other penſioners. —They then ſhewed him a pretty 
cat with kittens, and alſo their favourite Daphne, with 
two young puppies; ; the latter were kept in a kennel, 
and the cat in a ſtable, where they were well ſupplied 
with food. Eel 
As Frederick knew that his ſiſter was remarkably 
fond of cats, he ſtepped back to call her to look at 
them, which, with her mamma's permiſſion, ſhe was 
greatly pleaſed to do, and longed to have the kittens to 
nurſe. When ſhe returned ſhe inquired whether the 
dogs and cats were ever * to come into the 
Houſe. 

Not whilſt 155 5 have young ones, ſaid Mrs. Wilſon, 
for they make a great deal of dirt, and are very trouble- 
ſome at that time; but when puſs has brought up her 
family, which is deſigned for the table, ſhe ſhall be 
admitted amongſt us again; for ſhe is a very uſeful 
Creature, and deſerves to be well treated, but J do not 
ſuffer my children to handle her; I think it looks very 
ugly for any one to be all over ſcratches. Daphne is 
admitted to a greater ſhare of familiarity z ſhe is very 


g Fg and extremely good-natured ; but we 0 
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cannot make themſelves ſo. agreeable as dogs; and 
| there is really ſomething very formidable in their talons 


linen; for, when puſs” is beſt pleaſed, ſhe generally 
tramples with her talons unſheathed, by which practice 


 lineſs of cats is injurious, for they uſually have recourſe 


we ſhould make a prudent ſelection, and not introduce 
into the houſe great maſtiffs or tall greyhounds ; nei- 
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E 
ſeed her in the houſe, for there | is no doing ſo without 
greaſing the floors. . 

1 am of opinion, ſaid Mrs. Benſon, chat a tiles 
ſhould be made between- our treatment of cats and 
dogs. There is ſomething very ſavage in the nature 
of the former; and though they certainly are deſerving 
of our kindneſs on account of their uſefulneſs, yet they 
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and teeth; and, when enraged, a cat is no better than a 
little tygreſfs. : | 3 

Beſides, were there not A to one's ſelf in 
nurſing cats, there is no doing 1 it without injury to one's 


many a fine apron has been torn. And even the clean- 


to corners of chairs, in order to rub the dirt from their 
talons. Many people have a great dread of this ani- 
mal, and on that account it ſhould not be uſed to 
come into rooms in wbien a variety of 9 iS 
received, 
As for dogs, they are in general. ſo very ſocial? 
erateful, and pleaſing, that they ſeem formed to be the 
bumble companions of mankind; and if kept in proper 
order, they may be familiarized with ſafety ; but then 
they ſhould be well educated, an 2 taught to know their 
diſtance, And as there are different ſpecies of them, 


ther muſt we indulge thoſe we domeſticate to too great 
a degree, for in that caſe they will e as trouble- 
lome as cats. bo " 
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Mrs; Benſon now expreſſed her deſire to ſee the 
honing: : on Which Mrs, Wilſon and her daugh. 


ter conducted her and Miſs Harriet to the field, where 


they arrived at the. concluſion of the. operation ; and a 


very pleaſing ſight it was to behold the happy creatures, 


who lately waddled under a heavy heating load, relieved 
from their burden, leaping and friſking with delight, 


whilſt the accumulated wool ſeemed, as it lay, to pro- 
miſe comfortable clothing for many a naked wretch 


among the human ſpecies, who, deſtitute of ſuch a 


_ ſupply, would be in danger of ping with cold i in the 


enſuing winter: | 
Miſs Harriet obferved the innocent countenances of 


the ſheep and lambs, and ſaid ſhe thought it was 2 
| thouſand pities to kill them. 


It is ſo, my dear, ſaid her mamma, but we muſt not 


indulge our feelings too far in reſpe& to animals which 
are given us for food; all we have to do is to avoid 


barbarity. Tt is happy for them that they have no ap- 
prehenſion of being killed, and therefore enjoy life in 


peace and ſecurity to the very laſt ; and even when the 
| knife is lifted to their. throats, are ignorant of its deſ- 


tination; and a few ſtruggles put an end to their pain 
for ever. But come, Mrs. Wilſon, will you favour 
us with a fight of your cows ?—With pleaſure, ma- 
dam ; they are by this time driven up to be milked. 
She then conducted ber viſi tors towards the farm- 


yard. 
Perhaps, madam,” fad Mrs. Wilſon, as they walked 


along, the young lady and gentleman may be afraid of 


horned cattle ? I believe, replied Mrs. Benſon, I may 


venture to ſay that Harriet has no unreaſonable fears of 


any living ereature; it has been my endeavour 6 
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ne the minds of my children againſt ſo diſtreſſing . 
weakneſs; but whether Frederick's heart has acquired 
fortitude enough to enable him to venture near ſo many 
cows, I cannot tell.— O yes, mamma, cried Frederick, 
1 would ſooner get up and ride into the yard on the 
horns of one of them than run away. Well, we ſhall 
ſoon put your courage to the 8 8 85 ſaid Mrs. Benſon; 
ſo come along, fir. 

As for my children, ſaid Mrs. Wilſon, they are re- 
markably courageous in reſpe& to animals: all the 
creatures belonging to us are very barmleſs and gentle, 
which is the natural conſequence of kind treatment, and 
no perſon need be afraid of walking in any part of our 
grounds; but it is difficult to perſuade ſome people that 
there is no danger, for they are apt to imagine that 
every looſe horſe they ſee will gallop over them, and 
that every creature with horns will gore and toſs 
them, | 

Very true, res Mrs. Saks; and I have known 
many as much afraid of a toad, a frog, or a ſpider, as if 
certain death would be the conſequence of meeting 
them : when, if theſe perſons would but make uſe of 
their reaſon, they would ſoon be convinced that ſuch 
fears are ill grounded. Frogs and toads are very 
harmleſs creatures, and ſo far from offering an injury 
to any human being they may chance to meet, hop 
away with all poſſible expedition, from a dread of be- 
ing themſelves deſtroyed; and ſpiders drop ſuddenly 
down, with a view to their own preſervation only: 
and therefore It is 2 ridiculous to be afraid o 
them, 

Horſes and oxen are much more formidable crea. 
ares 3 ; they certainly could do us a great deal of 

miſchief, 
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amongſt the inferior creatures, does not exiſt in fo high 
a degree, as to render every individual animal afraid of 
every individual man : but the human ſpecies, that is io 


poſſible to aſſemble each individual ſpecies, in oppoſi- 


1 ] 


ne miſchief,” if they. were conſcious of their. ſuperior 
ſtrength; but God has wiſely ordained that: they ſhould 
not be ſo; and having given mankind dominion over 


them, he has implanted in their nature an awe and 


. dread of the human ſpecies, which occaſion them to 


yield ſubjection to the lords of the creation, when . 


exert their authority in a proper manner. 


It is really a very wonderful thing, Mrs. Wilſon, to 


| ſee a fine lively horſe ſubmitting to the bit and harneſs, 


or a drove of oxen quietly marching under the direction 


8 of one man. 


Pray, mamma, aid Harriet, what 4 you mean a by 
api that man is lord of the creation? Are all brute 


creatures ſubject to every man? 1 cannot pt comprehend 


how this can be. 
I will endeavour to explain i it to you, my four, ſaid 


f Mrs rs. Benſon, the next time we read - the Bible toge- 


ther ; at preſent I have only time to inform you, that 
the dread of mankind, which prevails ſo generally 


ſay, all mankind together, have an undoubted ſi periority 
and. dominion: and there is no ſpecies of animals, which, 
if collected together, mankind could not ſubdue : for 
though inferior to. many of them in ſtrength, men 

vaſtly exceed them in number, and, having the uſe of 
reaſon, | can employ a variety of means to conquer 
them: and I make no doubt, that was the experiment 


tion to the-whole race of man#tind which exiſt at one 
time upon the earth, or even an equal number of them, 


the dread and fear which is inſtinctive in their natures 


would 


96" 1 


conteſt, [ 

It is obſervable, and ſhews at once the goodie ls and 
wiſdom of our great CREATOR, that thoſe creatures 
which are the moſt uſeful to us are the eaſieſt tamed; 


wy even to boys. | 
From what I have ſaid you muſt perceive that it is 


animals. 
By this time the party were advanced pretty near to 
the barn-yard, and Frederick eſpied one of the cows 


expreſſive of fear, he ran haſtily to his mamma, and 
afked her whether cows could toſs people over gates 
and hedges? What a ſilly queſtion, Frederick, ſaid 
ſhe ; pray look again, and you will perceive that it is 
impoſſible for ſuch large heavy creatures to do ſo; and 
theſe incloſures are made on purpoſe to confine them 
within proper bounds. But did not you boaſt juſt now 


That I ſhall not require you to do, for it would very 
likely make the creature angry, becauſe cows are not 


would I allow you to run after therh with a Rick, or 


proach as a friend, I make no doubt you will be re- 
ceived as ſuch ; ſo ſummon your courage and attend us, 
the cows will not hurt yqu, I can aſſure you. 

Neddy Wilſon then began laughing, from the idea 
that a boy ſhould be afraid of a cow; which made 
Frederick aſhamed of himſelf; * quitting his 


would! operate ſo powerfully on the hearts of the moſt. 
ferpeinen of N as to en their een _ 


and yield, not only fingly but in — to fee vpe 


a great weakneſs for a . being to be afraid of 


peeping over the gate; on which, with a countenance 


that you could ride on the horns of one of them? 


accuſtomed to carry any load upon their heads; neither 


to make any attempt to frighten them ; but, if you ap- 


mamma's 
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mamma's gown, by which he had held faſt white ſhe | 


was ſpeaking,” he laid hold of Neddy's hand, and de- 


dclared his reſolution to go as near the cow as he would. 
I will not take upon me to ſay that his little heart was 


perfectly free from palpitation ; but that lay in his own 
boſom, where none could diſcover its feelings but him- 
ſelf; ſo let us give him credit for as much courage as 
we can, and acknowledge him to have been a noble 


_ - little fellow, in thus truſting himſelf amongſt a num- 


ber of horned cattle. 


c H A p. XXII. | 

| Tur . 8 now entered the farm-yard, where 
they ſaw eight fine, cows, fat, ſleek, and beautifully 
clean, who yielded ſeveral pails of rich milk; the 
ſteam of which; added to the breath of the cows, caſt a 
delightful. fragrance around. Mrs. Wilſon then en- 
treated her company to return to the houſe, where tea 
was provided and a delicious ſyllabub. 

The farmer now came back and refreſhed himleif 


with a cup of ale, which was very comfortable. after the . 


ehen of the day. 

I have had, ſaid Mrs. Benſon, great l in 
viewing your farm, Mr. Wilſon, ,which appears to me 
to afford all the deſirable comforts aad conveniences of 
life, and I moſt ſincerely wiſh a continuance of your 
proſperity.—If it is not an impertinent queſtion, pray 


. tell me, did you inherit it from your father, or was it 


'' purchaſed with the fruits of your own induſtty? _ 
Neither my wife nor I have led an idle life, I aſſure 


* e, replied the farmer; but, next to the 
| | | - blefling 
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bleſſing of heaven, 1 think myſelf in a great degree in⸗ 
dbted to my cattle for my good ſucceſs. My father 


left me maſter of a little farm, with a few acres of land 


well cropped, three horſes, two cows, ten ſheep, a ſow 


and pigs, a jack-aſs, and a few poultry ; theſe haye 


gradually multiplied to what you now ſee me poſleſs, 


deſides numbers that I have ſold; and I have fiad fine 


crops of hay and corn; ſo that every year I laid by a 
little money, till I was able to purchaſe this farm, which 


has proved a very good one to me, 


There is ſomething ſo uncommon in hearing a far- 


mer attribute a part of his ſucceſs in life to his cattle, 
that I ſhould be obliged to you, Mr. Wilſon, ſaid the 
lady, if you would account to me for this circumſtance. 
Moſt readily, madam, faid he. 

When I was a very young man I heard a fine ſermon 
fom the pulpit, preached by my dear wife's father, on 
the ſubject of ſhewing mercy to brutes, which, made a 


great impreſſion on my mind; and I have ever 'fince 


ated towards all dumb creatures as I would to man- 


kind, upon the principle of doing as 1 would be 


done by. Conner b oc 

I always conſidered every beaſt that works for me 
s my ſervant, and entitled to wages; but as they can- 
not uſe money, I pay them in things of more value to 
them ; and make it a rule, unleſs in eaſe of great ne- 
cellity, to let them enjoy reſt on the ſabbath-day. 

I am very cautious of not letting any beaſt work be- 
jond its ſtrength, and always give them their food in 
due ſeaſon 3 nor do I ever ſuffer them. to be beat or 
cruelly uſed, Beſides giving them what I call their 


daily wages, I indulge them with all the comforts 1 


tan afford them. 
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In fummer, when the buſineſs of the day is over, 


5 my horſes enjoy themſelves in a good paſture, and in 


winter they are ſheltered from the inclemencies of the 


weather in a warm ſtable. If they get old I contrive 
+ ſome eaſy taſk for them; and when they can work no 
Jongeft let them live on the common without it, till 
age and infirmities make their lives burthenſome to 
themfelves, when I have them por to as Aa a death as 
_ poſſible. © ney; 
Though my cows and ſheep do not work for me, 1 
think them entitled to a recompeuſe for the profit | re- 
ceive from their milk and wool, and endeavour to re- 
pay them with the kindeſt uſage? and even my jack- 
aſs finds mercy from me, for I could not bear to ſee fo 
/ uſeful a creature ill- treated; and as for my dogs, I ſet 
* ſtore by them on account of their fidelity. 
Theſe are very excellent rules indeed, Mr. Wilſon, 
and I wiſh they were generally followed, ſaid Mrs, 
Benſon; for I believe many poor beaſts ſuffer greatly 
from the ill-treatment inflicted on them; the horſes in 
| poſt-chaiſes and hackney-coaches in London particu» 
larly. —Yes, madam, ſaid the farmer, I have-heard 
ſo, and could tell you ſuch ſtories of cruelties exerciſed 
on brutes in the country, as would quite ſhock you; and 

have ſeen im my own family ſuch an inſtance of the il 
effects of neglecting them, as has confirmed me in the 
' notions I learnt from the good ſermon I told you of. 

I have a brother, whom I at preſent maintain; my 
father gave him an equal portion with myſelf, but nei- 
ther he nor his wife were induſtrious, .nor had they an. 
feeling for dumb creatures. He truſted his horſes to 


careleſs carters, who uſed to let them go without waters 


and ets e — both to feed and clean . 
an 


of pr 
ſelyes 
liſten 

His 


world 


tozett 


poultr 
till he 
Th 


dyn f 
teſſi ve 
can 
mend 
o rep: 
firm, 

wot to 
Want © 
Incapa 
of an 
and in; 


Lam 


lon, ſai 
broet 
neney 
ſrictiy 
to the 
rely - 
hr us, 


r 159 1 
and ineed he himſelf grudged them 
grew leaner and leaner, and at la 
with hard work and hard living. 


victuals; ſo they 


His cows were kept ſo badly in the winter that dy 
they had, for want 


on loſt their milk; and the calves 
of proper management, died; as did the cows them- 
ſelyes in a ſhort time afterwards. | 
lſtemper which ſoon put an end to them. 

His pigs being kept in the moſt dirty way in the 
world, and ſometimes left without food for two days 


wgether, got hide-bound and full of vermin; and his 
poultry dropped off, with the Fog and omen opp, 


ill ne had none left. 

The jack-aſs uſed to be put to hard ae in his 
own ſervice, or let out to draw a ſand- cart: this ex- 
tel ve labour, with ſcarcely time allowed him to ſeek 
ſcanty living among the thiſtles and hedges, ſoon put 
mend to him. Theſe loſſes my brother had no means 


p repair; for without cattle he could not cultivate his 


firm, ſo he was ſoon reduced to poverty; and were 1 


dot to maintain him, he muſt be a beggar ; for, thr ough 
want of air and exerciſe, he loſt his health, and is now 
capable of working. His wife died ſome years before 


of an illneſt, which was the conſequence of Indoleues 
nd inactivity. 22 

I am much obliged to you for your ſtory, Mr.Wil- 
bn, aid Mrs. Benſon, and hope my children will never 
breet it; for it certainly is a duty to extend our cle- 
neney to beaſts and other animals. Nay, we are 


fritly commanded in the ſcriptures to ſhew compaſſion 


o the beaſts of others, even to thoſe of our enemies; 


ſurely then thoſe which are our own property, and work 


for us, have a peculiar claim to it. There is one 
cuſtom 


were really killed 5 


The ſheep 8er a 
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cuſtom. which ſhocks, me very much, and that is dat 
pounding. of cattle —1 fanchs, Mr. Wilſon, you do. nat princ 
practiſe that much. usw 

Madam, replied he, I ſhould much rather pound 1 mals 
owners of them, through whoſe neglect or diſhoneſty W That 
it generally happens that horſes treſpaſs on other peo- I per r 
ple's land. If any beaſt accidentally gets into my for tl 
grounds I ſend it home to its owner, for it certainly is been 
no wilful fault in the creature to ſeek, the beſt paſture jou © 
it can find: but if I have reaſon to ſuppoſe his owner need 
turned him in, I then think myſelf obliged to do what is th: 
the law direcis i in that reſpect: but though it is a ſecret occaſi 
Ti am obliged to keep from my neighbours, 1 may ſafely ind tc 
confefs to you, madam, that I have not the heart to let tows 


a poor beaſt farve in a pound. As there are no court In 
of juſtice in which they can ſeek redreſs, I ſet up one yhoſ< 
for them in my own. breaſt, where nnen pleads cou 
their cauſe. 3 Frede 
| 5 wiſh. they had. ſuch. an e in every breaf, ſo mu 
Ir. ' Wilſon, faid the lady; but my watch reminds mel 
we muſt | now take our leave, which. I do with many 
thanks to you and Mrs, Wilſon, for your kind Entet- 
tainment and good cheer, and ſhall be happy to return 8 
your civilities at my own houſe; and. pray. Aff * 1 
whole family with you. nd R 
She then deſired her ſan and daughter to prepare forte we 
their departure. Frederick was grown ſo intimate withWhoyey 
little N eddy that he could ſcarcely be prevailed on to uffere 
leave him, till he recollected Robin, and the linnet. rich a 
As they returned in, the coach, Mrs. Benſon reite ore 
marked, that farmer Wilſon” s ſtory was enough t vith : 
make every one who heard it careful of their live ſtocł lat th 
for their own ſakes: but, mY ſhe, the pleaſure ano Wh 


advantage 


1 141 1 

$ vantage wilt be greatly increa d if i it is done from 2 5 
t brinciple of humanity as well as intereſt. Miss Benſon 
inſwered that ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould neither treat ani- 
mals ill, nor place her affections on them too ſtrongly. | 
That, my dear, replied her good mamma, is the pro- 

per medium to be obſerved.— The ſpeech you. made 
or the ant, mamma, ſaid Harriet, has ſcarcely ever 
$M been out N my head ſince: . ſhould, like to hear what 
eM jou could ſay for every liye creature we ſee.—I had 
ri iced have ſtrong lungs, my dear, to perform ſuch a taſk 
1 a5 that, replied Mrs. Benſon. I ſhall, on all proper 
et cccaſions, be ready to lend my tongue to the dumb, 
vil 2nd to ſpeak for thoſe who cannot utter their own ſor- 
rows and injuries. 

In a ſhort time they arrived at | MH The maid, to 
whoſe care the birds had been entruſted, gave a good 
xcount of her charge; and Miſs Harriet and Mafter 
Frederick went to bed in peace, after a day ſpent with 
b much pleaſure and Improvement, 


CY ay. EMT 


Tu next morning the Redbreaſts attended as uſual, 
ind Robin was ſtill better, but his father began to fear 

he would never perfectly recoyer from his accident; 
lowever, he kept his apprehenſions to himſelf, and 
ufered the little ones to entertain their lame brother 
with a relation of what they had ſeen the day before in 
the orchard. F rederick and Harriet were ſo diverted 
vith the chattering and chirping of the little things, 
kat they did not miſs the parent's ſong. 

When the young ones had ſtayed as long as ſhe 
I c | thought 
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bis cheerfulneſs, and, giving a ſprightly twitter, hoppe: 
into Maſter Frederick's hand, which was ſpread. ope 


vered for ſeeing the world, provided it was kept withit 
due bounds, he would readily gratify it: then aſking 
if they were ſufficiently refreſhed, he took wing, an 


court-yard, and were preparing to return to the 


to be always confined to the orchard; and Dicky ſe 
conded her requeſt. Peckſy replied, that however he 
_ curioſity might be excited, ſhe had known ſo muc 


the paternal ſpot, and could gladly paſs her life there 


111 LSE a. WM 
thought, right, the, hen, Redbreaſt ſummoned then pp" 
away, and all took leave, of Robin, who longed to gif ef. 
with them, but was not able, The father gemindes 
bim that be had great reaſon to rejoice in his preſent 
ſituation, conſidering all things; on which he reſumed 


to receive. him. The, reſt chen flew away, and Mi 
Harriet and her brother prepared for their morning 
_ oO BE 

The Redbreaſts alighted as uſual to drink in the 


yanta 
taking 
with t 
bappy 
ball e 

Pec 
with t 
nuſic, 
but F. 
the fat 
rcuit 
yorth 
o fly ; 


he lea 


orchard, when Flapſy expreſſed a deſire to look F little 
about the world; for ſhe ſaid it would be very mopiſl 


happineſs in the neſt, that ſhe was ſtrongly attached tc 
The parents both commended her contented diſpoſ 


tion; bur her father ſaid, that as there was nothing 
blameable in the inclination Dicky and Flapſy diſco 


led the way to a neighbouring grove, where he place 


his little tribe amongſt the branches of a venerablf bread } 
| > 30-13-15 420: inen N 
oak. 5 | 


amily 
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_ . Here, their ears were charmed with a moſt enchant Obſe 
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ing concert of muſic. , On one tree a blackbird and p: ft 
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thruſh poured forth their ſtrong melodious notes; ot beſe li 
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exalte ]! in the air a ſky-lark modulated his delight! 


another a number of linnets joined their ſweet voicesM*#cd, 1 


4 


pipe 


. i 
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refreſhing turf, made the grove re-echo. with his me- 
Jody; to theſe the nightingale joined his enchanting lay. 
Is ſhort, not a note was wanting to complete the 
harmony. _ : 
s The little Redbreafts were fo exceedingly charmed, 
that for a while they continued liſtening with ſilent rap- 
ture; at length Dicky exclaimed, How happy ſhould I 


charming place ! 

nM 1t is, replied bis mother, a very pleaſant [Flt Re to 
# |: ſure ; but could you be ſenſible of the ſuperior ad- 
antages, which, as a Redbreaſt, you may enjoy by 
ling up your abode in the orchard, you would never 
with to change it; for my own part, I find myſelt fo 
happy in that calm retreat, that npthing but neceſſity 
hall ever drive me from it. 

peckſy declared, that though ſhe was much delighted 
with the novelty of the ſcene, and charmed with the 
nuſic, ſhe now felt an ardent defire to return home; 
but Flapſy wiſhed to ſee a little more firſt, Well, ſaid 


1 he leaſt i improvement from their travels. On this he 

bi bread his wings as the ſignal of departure, which his 
amily obeyed, 

nt Obſerving a parcel + boys creeping filently along, 

id top, ſaid he, let us perch on this tree and fee what 


pi, when one of the boys mounted an adjacent tree, 


> 


pipe! PE whilſt a- brother of the wood, ſeated ona cool 4 


be to join the cheerful band, and live for ever in this 


he father, your deſires ſhall be gratified; let us take a 
rcuit in thi- grove, for I with you to ſee every thing 
yorth obſervation in every place you go to; and not 


b fly about the world, as many giddy birds do, withoi t 


heſe little monſters afg about. Scarcely were they 


Sl EA and 


* 1 744 | 
| and took a neſt of half-fledged linnets, hich he brought 00 
7. in triumph to his companions. 


At this inſtant a family of Gres unfortunately all 
chirped, which directed another boy to the place of {m 
their habitation; on which he climbed, and eagerly 10 
ſeized the unfortunate little creatures. Having met the 

with ſo much ſucceſs, they left the grove to exult, at * 
their own homes, over their wretched captives, for of 


ever feparated from their tender parents; who ſoon Ml lee 
came back laden with the gain of their labour, which chen 


they had kindly deſtined for the ſuſtenance of their in- end 
fant broods. lach 

Tphbe little Redbreaſts were now ſpeQators of thoſe frier 

parental agonies which had been formerly deſeribed to 45 
uc 


them; and Peckſy cried out, Who would deſire to live 
in this grove, after having experienced ths comforts 
of the orchard? Dicky and Flapſy were deſirous to 
depart, being alarmed for their own ſafety. No, (aid 


from 
nor 
offer 


the father, let us ſtay a little longer now we > will their 
go of, In 

They iccardingty took another flight, and ſaw a man xc 
ſcattering ſeed upon the ground. See there, ſaid Dicky; long 
what fine food that man throws down; I dare ſay he is Gears 
fome good creature who is a friend to the feathered ber m 
race; ſhall we alight and partake of his bounty ? ow | 

Do not form too haſty an opinion, Dicky, ſaid th ©? 
father ; ; watch here with me a little while, and then da quain 
as you think, proper. All the little ones ſtretehed theiq 8 5 


Si] necks and kept a curious eve fixed on the man. 
a few minutes a number. of ſparrows, chaffinches way! 


Ovel 


and linnets, deſcended, and be egan to regale themſelves Fray d | 
Put, in we midſt of their feaſt, a net was ey call —_ 
| thich 
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over them, and they were all taken captive. The 
man, who was a bird- catcher by profeſſion, called to his 


aſſiſtant, who brought a cage divided into a number of 


ſmall partitions, in which the linnets and chaffinches 


were ſeparately depoſited. In this diſmal priſon, where 


they had ſcarcely room to flutter, were -thoſe. little 


creatures confined, who lately poured forth their ſongs 
of joy, fearleſs of danger. As for the ſparrows, their 
necks were wrung, and they were put in a bag toge- 
ther. The little Redbreaſts trembled for. themſelves, 
and were in great haſte to take wing. Stay, ſaid the 
father, Dicky has not yet made acquaintance wich this 
friend of the feathered race. No, ſaid Dicky, nor do 
I deſire it; defend me and all who are dear to me from 
ſuch friends as theſe! Well, ſaid the father, learn 
from this inſtance never to form an haſty judgment; 


nor to put yourſelf into the power of ſtrangers, who 


offer you favours you have no right to . from 


their hands. 
Indeed, my love, ſaid the mother bird, I am wag 


anxious to get home; I have not lately been uſed to be 
long abſent from it, and every excurſion I make en- 
dears it to me. O, the day is not half ſpent, replied 
ter mate; and I hope that, for the gratification of the 
little ones, you will conſent to complete the ramble. 
Come, let us viſit another part of the grove; I am ac- 
quainted with its inmoſt receſſes. His mate acquieſced, 
and they proceeded: on their journey. | 

At length the father haſtily called out, Tom this 
way | turn this way! The whole party obeyed the 


word of command, and found the good effects of their 
obedience z for, in an inſtant, they ſaw a flaſh of fire; 
a tick ſmoke followed it, and immediately they heard 


a dreadfu! 
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4 Ireadful Wand, and ſaw a young redſtart fal Vieeding 
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t6 the ground, on which he ſtruggled juſt long en 


to ery, Oh! my dear father, why did I not liſten to 
your kind admonitions, which I now find, too late, 


were the dictates of tenderneſs! and then expired. 


Due little Redbreaſts were ſtruck with conſternation 
at this dreadful accident; and Peckſy, who recovered 


the ſooneſt; begged” her father would inform her by 


What means the redſtart was killed. He was ſhot to 
death, faid he; and had you not followed my direc- 
_ ions, it might have been the fate of every one of you: 


therefore let it be a leſſon to you to follow every in- 


Junction of your parents with the hae readineſs for the 
future. J 
© You may depend on it, our experience teaches us to 


foreſee many dangers which ſuch young creatures as 
you have no notion of; and when we deſire you to do, 
or to forbear any thing, it is for the ſake of your ſaſety 


or advantage: therefore, Dicky, never more ſtand, as 


you ſometimes have done, aſking why we tell you to do 
fo and ſo? for had that been the caſe now, you, who 


were in a direct line with the . 011 have been 


1 y ſhot. 


They all ſaid they would obſerve implick obedience, 

| Do fo. faid he; but in order to this, you muſt alſo 
remember to practiſe, in our abſence, what we enjoin 

= you when prefent. For iuſtance, ſome kinds of food 
: aære very prejudicial to your health, which we would 


not, on any account, let you taſte when we are by; 
| theſe you muſt not indulge in when away from us, 


whatever any other bird may ſay in, recommendation ol 
them. Neither muſt you engage in any dangerous en- 


N 9 which others, who have natural ftrength « 


fathe 
with 
diſch: 
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mit agility, go through with. TR ; nor ſhould you 
go to any places which we have pointed out as danger- 


" 


ous, nor join any Companions WOE we have forbid you „ | N 


to make acquaintance with. _ | 
This poor redſtart might have rede bis fate; for EX 

1 heard bis father, when I was laſt in the grove, adviſe . 
him not to fly about by himſelf till he had n 1 
the dangers of the world, _ 

peckſy anſwered that ſhe bee the value of 3 
inſtruction ſo well that ſhe ſhould certainly treaſure up 

in her heart every maxim of it; and the others pro- 
miſed to do the ſame: but, faid Flapſy, I cannot un- 
derſtand the nature of the accident which occaſioned the 
death of the redſtart. 

Neither can I explain it to you, my dear, replied the | 
ther; 1 only know that it is a very common practice - 
with ſome men to carry inſtruments, from which they 
diſcharge what proves fatal to many a bird; but I have, 
by attentive obſervation, learnt how to evade the miſ- 
chief. — Whenever I go from the orchard I always get 
ypon a high tree, and look all around me: if I fee any 
zunners I take a different courſe (the thickneſs of the 
underwood prevented my diſcovering him who ſhot the 
reditart). I alſo carefully avoid aſſociating with thoſe 
birds which do miſchief to the property of mankind ; 
for thoſe that join with thieves and ravagers deſerve, 
od ind muſt juſtly expect, to ſhare their, fate: let me 
uld BN therefore adviſe you to be particularly careful to keep 
proper company, and gain an honeſt character, as it 
"ll enſure you the good opinion of others. | 

But come, let us deſcend and refreſh ourſelves a 
little, as we may do it with ſafety ; and then we will 
1 ah we cannot find a place where you can have amuſe- 
1 2 Os ment, 


| 1 48 1 
| OW without being expoſed to Gick dangers a as atem 
the inhabitants of woods and groves. 


Are you ſufficiently- reſted to take a pretty Fr ſh 
fight? O- -yes, cried Dicky, who was quite eager to k 
leave the ſpot, in which, a ſhort time before, he hag MI ©* 
longed. to pals his life: the reſt joined in the ſame wiſh, * 
and every wing was inſtantly nn. | af 

ple 

to 

„ | tio 

CH AR; KATY 8 wil 

3 K Tron 7*; my 
Tur father led the way, and in a very mort "0 of ""M 
you 

time he and his family arrived at the eſtate of a gen- al 


| tleman, who, having a plentiful fortune, endeavoured reſt 
to collect all that was curious in art and nature, for | 
OF . 5 8 wha 
the amuſement of his own mind and the gratification T 
of others. He had a houſe like a palace, furniſhed | 
with every expenſive rarity; his gardens, to which 
the Redbreaſts took their flight, were laid out in ſuch 


à manner as to afford the moſt delightful variety to 
the eye. | RS. 1275 

Amongſt other aries" of taſte were an aviary and 0; 
a menagery. The former was built like a temple, livide 
encloſed-with braſs wire; the frame-work was painted oy: 
green, and ornamented with carving gilt: in the mid. if. fs, 
dle a fountain continually threw up freſh water, which f 1 


fell into a baſon whoſe brink was enamelled wit toil an 


flowers; at one end were partitions for birds“ neſts 
if {har 
and troughs containing various kinds of feed and ma Wit 
_ terials for building neſts : this part was carefully ſhe! reliſh 
tered from every inclemency of the weather, anc 3 
numbers of perches were placed in different parts o Ki 


19 | C149 J 
the aviary, and it was ſurrounded by a moſt beautiful 
ſhrubbery. | 
A habitation like this, in which all the. convenien- 
cies of life ſeemed to be collected, where abundance 
was ſupplied without toil, where each gay ſongſter 
might ſing himſelf to repoſe in the midſt of eaſe and 
plenty, ſafe from the dangers of the woods, appeared 
to our young travellers deſirable beyond all the ſitua- 
tions in the world; and Dicky expreſſed an earneſt 
wiſh to be admitted into it, Well, ſaid the father, let 
us not determine haſtily; it will be adviſable firſt to 
inquire whether its inhabitants are really happy, before 


hos ww Www 


df you make intereſt to become 0. of the number; 
of place yourſelves by me on this ſhrub, and whilſt we 

K reſt ourſelves, we ſhall have an > opportniy of ſeeing. 
"Wl what paſſes. 

4 The firſt bird that attracted 588 notice was a dove, 

F who ſat cooing by himfelf in a corner, in accents ſo 


gentle and ſweet, that a ſtranger to his language Would 
have liſtened to them with delight; but the Redbreaſts, 
who underſtood their import heard them with ſympa- 
thetic concern. | 
Oh, my dear, my beloved mate, ſaid he, a am I then 
divided from you for ever? What avails it that I am 
furniſhed here with all the elegancies and luxuries of | 
Wi! Deprived of your company I have no enjoyment 
e tem; the humbleſt morſe}, though gained with 
toil and danger, would be infinitely preferable to me 
it ſhared with you. Here am I ſhut up for the re- 
mainder of my days, in ſociety for which I have no 
reliſh, whilſt ſhe, who has hitherto. been the beloved 
partner of all my Joys, is for ever ſeparated from me}, 
la vain will you, with painful wing, purſue your 
„ $3 anxious 


, ny) 


* 
. 


. anxious ſearch in queſt of me; never, never more, ſhall 
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I bring you the welcome refreſhment ; never ſhall I 
hear your ſoothing voice, and delight in the ſoft mur- 
-murs of the infant pair, which you hatched with fuch WM 
care, and nurfed with ſuch tenderneſs! No, my be- b 
loved neſtlings, never will your wretched father be at 5 
liberty to guide your flight, and inſtruct you in your 


duty. Here his voice faultered, and, overcome with ch 
bitter reflections, he XA pee paper wing a prey to Went No 

_ forrow. c th 
This dove is not happy, nn ſaid the bool Red- art 

| breaſt to her mate, and no wonder: but let us attend bre 

to the notes of that lark. His eyes were turned up of 
towards the ſky, he fluttered his wings, he trained M the 
his throat, and would, to a human eye, have appeared . f 

ur 


* 


in raptures of joy; but the Redbreaſts perceived that 


upward flight to be impeded by bars and wires? Muſt 


he was inflamed with rage. And am I to be con- * * 
ſtantly confined in this horrid place? ſang he. Is my 


- I no longer ſoar towards that bright luminary, and 
make the arch of heaven reſound with my ſinging! 
Shall I ceaſe to be the herald of the morn, or So 1 
be ſo in this contracted ſphere? No, ye partners of 


my captivity, henceforth ſleep on and take ignobleW _ * 
reſt; and may you loſe in flumber the remembrance 0 dit o 
paſt pleaſures! O cruel and unjuſt man! was it not} in ſe 
enough that I proclaimed the approach of day, that I *2 ou 
ſoothed your ſultry hours, that IJ heightened the delight which 
of evening, but muſt I, to gratify your unfeeling wan- Choir 
tonneſs, be ſecluded from every joy my heart hold, .) < 
dear, and condemned to a fituation I deteſt? Take Ty | 
your delicious dainties, referve your fl ing ſtream 7* aſtea 


_ who can reliſh them, but give me uric & , 
| v 


3 | 
why do I addreſs myſelf to you who are heedlefs X my 
_ miſery? Here, * an indignant look around, he 
ſtopt his ſong. 4 
What thiak you. now, Dicky, ſaid the Redbreaſt, | 

| have you as high an idea of the happineſs of this 
place as you conceived at the firſt view of it? I can- 
not help thinking ſtill, replied Dicky, that it is a 
charming retreat, and that it muſt be very comfortable 
to have every thing provided for one's uſe. Well, faid 
the father, let us move, and obſerve thoſe linnets who. 
are building their neſt. Accordingly they flew to a2 
tree, the/branches of which formed a part-of the ſhelter 


of the aviary, where they eaſily heard, without being 


themſelves obſerved, all that paſſed in it. 

Come, ſaid one of the linnets, let us go on with 
our work and finiſh the neſt, though it will be rather 
a melancholy taſk to hatch a ſet of little priſoners. 
| How different was the caſe when we coulll anticipate 
the pleaſure of rearing a family to all the joys of li- 
berty! Men, it is true, now, with officious care, ſup» 
ply us with the neceſſary materials, and we may make a 
very good neſt; but I proteſt I had mug! h rather be at 
the trouble of ſeeking them. 

What pleaſure have we experienckd in . a 
bit of wool from a ſheep's back, in ſearching for moſs, 
in ſelecting the beſt feather where numbers were leſt 
to our choice; in ſtopping to reſt on the top of a tree 


which commanded ag extenſive proſpect ; in joining a | 


choir of ſongſters whom we accidentally met l But 
now our days paſs with repeated ſameneſs; variety, ſo 
neceſſary to give a reliſh to all enjoyment, is wanting. 
Inſtead of the ſongs of joy we formerly heard from 
very ſpray, our ears are conſtantly anuoyed with the 
) ĩð ͤ Oo io ſound 
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| found of mournful lamentations, ranſports of rage, or 
murmurs of diſcontent, Could We reconcile ourſelves 
do the loſs of liberty, it is impoflible to be happy here, 

unleſs we could harden our hearts to every ſympathetic 


15 feeling. 


and hope, as your young ones will never know what 


| kiberey is, they will not pine as we do for it. Saying 


this ſhe picked up a ſtraw, her mate fellowed the ex- 


ample, and they purſued their work. 
At this inſtant a hen goldfinch brought forth her 


brood, who were full fledged. Come, ſaid ſhe, my 


1285 neſtlings, uſe your wings; I have taught you to fly in 
all directions. So ſaying, the little ones divided: one 


fle w upwards ; but, emulous to outdo a little ſparrow 
which was flying in the air above the aviary, he hit 
himſelf againſt the wires of the dome, and would 
have fallen to the bottom but that he was ſtopped by 0 
of the perches. 

As ſoon as he recovered, Why cannot I for as J 
ſee other birds do? ſaid he. Alas! cried the mother, 
we are in a place of confinement ; we are ſhut up, and' 
can never get out; but here is food in abundance, and 
every other neceſſary, —Never get out! exclaimed the 


whole brood ; then adieu to happineſs ! She . Fe 


to ſooth them, but in vain. ; 


The little Redbreaſts Gece in their libetty; ; and 


— Dicky gave up the deſire of living in the aviary, and 
withed to be gone. Stop, ſaid the father, let us firſt 
hear what thoſe Canaries are ſaying. 

The Canaries had almoſt completed their neſt, How 


fortunate 1 is our lot, ſaid the hen bird, in being placed 
in 


5 True, faid his mate; yet F; am reſolved to try what 
IS P tience, reſignation, 2hd employment, will effect; 


: f 2153. 1 
in this aviary! How preferable i is it to the ſmall cage | 
we built in laſt year ? Yes, replied her mate: yet 
how comfortable was that in compariſon with the ſtill 
ſmaller ones. in. which we were once ſeparately con- 
fined. For my part, I have no wiſh to fly abroad, for 
I ſhould neither know what to do, nor where to go; 


and it ſhall ' be my endeavour to inſpire my young ones 


with the ſame ſentiments I feel> Indeed we owe the 

higheſt gratitude to,thoſe who make ſuch kind provi- 
ſion. for a ſet of foreigners, who have no reſources but 
their bounty; and my beſt lays ſhall be-devoted to 
them. Nothing is wanted to complete the happiness 
of this plach but to have other kinds of birds excluded. 
Poor creatures] it muſt be very mortifying ta them to 
be ſhut up here, and ſee others of their kind enjoying 
full freedom. No wonder they are perpetually quar- 

relling ; for my part I ſincerely pity them, and am ready 

to ſubmit, from a principle of compaſſion, to the occa- = 
| ſional inſults and affronts I meet with. P 

. You. now perceive, Dicky, ſaid the cock Redbreaſf, 
that this place is not, as you ſuppoſed, the region of 
perfect happineſs ; you may alſo obſerve that it is not 
the abode of uni: erſal wretchedneſs. 

It is by no means deſirable to be ſhut up. for life, let 
che place of confinement be ever ſo ſplendid; but 
ſhould it at any time be your lot to be caught and im- 
priſoned, which may poſſibly be the caſe, adopt the 
ſentiments of the linnet and the Canary bird: employ- 

ment will paſs away many an hour that will be an 
heavy load if ſpent in grief and anxiety: and reflec- 
tions on the bleſſings and comforts that are ſtill in your 
power, will leſſen your regret for thoſe which are loſt. _ 
But « come, pick up fome of the ſeeds which are ſcattered _ 
i G5 — Ml 
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pect, and beg 


to examine the beauties of theſe fowls. 


own, aſtoniſhed them all; 
amiable Peckfy was quite intereſted with their modeſt 


t 154 5 
on the outſide of the aviary, for that is no robbery; and 
* I will ſhew you another ſcene. 


As ſoon as they had regaled themſelves with the W. 
perfluities of the feathered captives, they took their 

flight to a different part of, the garden, in which Was a 
menagerx. | 
>" "ME menagery ni of a ate of pens, hu 
|. round a graſs plat; in each was a pan of water, a ſort 


of box containing a bed or neſt, a trough for food, and 
a perch. In every pen was confined a pair of birds, 


and every pair was either of a different ſpecies, or diſ- 
- tinguiſhed for ſome beautiful variety either of form or 

_ plumage. The wooden bars which were put in the 

front were painted partly green and partly white, which 


_ dazzled the fight at the firſt glance, and fo attracted the 
eyes that there was no ſeeing what was cou without 


going cloſe up to the pens. 
The little Redbreaſts knew not what ſight to ex- 


ed their parent to gratify their curioſity. 
Well, follow 
muſt alight om the croſs bars, or you will not be able 


and in the firſt pen was a pair of partridges. 
The ſize of theſe birds, fo greatly exceeding their 
but notwithſtanding this, the 


gentle appearance, and ſaid, ſhe thought no one _ 


ever wiſh to injure them. 


True, Peckſy, replied the father, they have, 8 


the harmleſſneſs of their diſpoſition, a natural claim to 


tenderneſs and compaſſion; and yet I believe there are 


- few birds who meet with leſs: for I have obſerved, that 


= numbers ſhare the ſame fate as the redftart which you 
| ; | ay 


me, faid the father; but I believe you 


They did ſo, 


— 


aw die in the goes”! It have oer ſee many put * | 


death in that manner. 1 
For a long time I was exceſſively — to account is 
for this fatality, and reſolved, if poſlible, to gratify my 
curioſity. At length I ſaw a man kill two, and take 
them away. This very man had ſhewn me great kind- 
neſs, in feeding me when I firſt left my father's neſt; 0 


} 
ſo I had no apprehenſion of his doing me an en | 


reſolved to follow him. 

When he arrived at his own houſe I on bim u 
the victims of his cruelty to another perſon, who hung 
them up together by the legs, in a place which had a 
variety of other dead things in it, the ſight of which 


ſhocked me exceedingly, and I could ſtay no OE 1 


1 therefore flew back to the field in which I had ſeen 


— — —— 6. 
* 
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the murder committed; and, in ſearching about, found |} 
the neſt belonging to the poor creatures, in which - I 
were ſeveral young ones, [juſt hatched, that in a ſhort _ It 
time were ſtarved to death! How dreadful is the fate 10 


of young animals that loſe their parents before they are 


able to ſhift for themſelves ! and how dutiful ought i 


thoſe to be to whom the bleſſings of parental inſtruction 
and aſſiſtance is continued | D 
When the next morning arrived I went again to ſee 
after the dead partridges, and found them hanging as 
before; and this was the caſe the day after; but this 
following morning I ſaw a boy ſtripping all their fea- 


thers off. As ſoon as he had completed this horrid 9 1 
operation, a woman took them, whom I ventured to Wl 


follow, as the window of the place ſhe entered | ood 
open; where, to my aſtoniſhment, I beheld her twiſt 
their wings about, and faſten them to their ſides, then 
croſs their legs up on their breaſts, and run ſomething 
106 6 8 quite 
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others; all of whom eyed them with as much delight- 


"2 = 156 1 | | 
Gute through their be After this ſnhe put them 
before a place which glowed with a brightneſs ſome- 
thing reſembling the ſetting ſun, which, on the wo- 1 
man's retiring, I ioriroaghed and found intolerably 4); 
hot; 1 therefore made a haſty retreat; but, reſolving ( 
to know the end of the partridges, I kept hovering 
about the houſe; and at laſt, looking in at a window, = 
I faw them, ſmbking hot, ſet before the man who 14 
murdered them, who was accompanied by ſeveral ' | 


as I have ſeen any of you diſcover at the ſight of the ] 
fineſt worm or inſect that could be procured, - In an f 
inſtant after this the poor partridges were divided limb 8 
from limb, and each one of the party preſent had his * 
ſhare, till every bone was picked. e eee \ 

There were ſome other things devoured in the ſame t 
manner; frem which I learnt, that men feed on birds 
and-other animals, as we do on thoſe little creatures 


which are deſtined for our ſuſtenance, only they do not Y 
eat them alive. Pray, father, ſaid Dicky, do they eat E 

| Redbreaſts? I believe not, ſaid he; but I have reaſon I: 
to ſuppoſe they make many a meal on ſparrows, for I tl 
| have beheld vaſt numbers of them killed, fi 
At this inſtant their attention was attracted by one p 
of the partridges in the — which thus addreſſed his W #4 
mate: fe 
Well, my love, as were | is no chance for our being u 

ſet at liberty, I think we may as well prepare our neſt, Fi 
that you may depoſit your eggs in it. The employ- 9 
ment of hatching and raiſing your little ones will, at tk 
leaſt, mitigate the weariſomene' of confinement, and lil 
I promiſe myſelf many happy days yet: for, as we I 1 
are ſo well fed and attended, 1 think we may form be 


3 | | hopes 


_ ries of life. 
| vided for the purpoſe on which ſhe was now intent, and 
her mate followed, in order to lend her all the afliftance = 
; in his power. | 5 


| 0 157 1 
| pas that our 8 will alſo be provided for; and, 


though they will- not be at liberty to range about as ve 
formerly did, they will avoid many of thoſe terrors and 


anxieties to which our race are frequently expoſed at 


one ſeaſon of the year in particular. 
I am very ready to follow your advice, aid the hen 


partridge, and the buſineſs will ſoon be completed, for 
the neſt is in a manner made for us, it only wants a 
little adjuſting: I will therefore jet about it immedi- 
| ately, and will no longer waſte my hours in fruitleſs 
lamentations, fince I am convinced that content will 
render every ſituation eaſy in which we can enjoy the 


company of our deareſt friends, and obtain the neceſſa- 
So ſaying, ſhe retired into the place pro- 


I am very glad, (aid 5 ke Redbreaſt, that my 
young ones have had the opportunity of feeing ſuch an 
example as this. You now underſtand what benefit it 
is of to have a temper of reſignation; more than ha'f 
the evils, of life, I am well convinced, ariſe from-fret- 
fulneſs and diſcontent : and would every one, like theſe 


| partridges, try to make the beſt of their condition, we 
| ſhould ſeldom hear complaints; ; for there are much 
But rome let 
us fake a peep into the next pen. 1 
Here they beheld a pair of ſine pheaſants, who were | 
quietly picking up ſome grain that was ſcattered for 


fewer real than imaginary misfortunes. | 


them; from which might be inferred, that they had, 
like the partridges, reconciled themſelves to their lot. 
The little Redbreaſts were much pleaſed with the 


venue of the cock bird; but as there was no converſa- 
| tion 
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i tion to bb mean here, their parents deſired them to Ay 
| on ; as pleaſures, by which the eye only was amuſed, 
| were not deſerving of long attention. _ 
They accordingly bopped to the next partition, 1 in 
which were confined” a pair of penciled pheaſants, 
| _ Flapſy was quite delighted with the elegance of their 
form and the beauty of their plumage, and could have 
| Raid the whole day looking at them; but, as theſe 
birds were alſo tame and contented, nothing more could 
de learnt here than a confirmation of what the par- 
tridges had taught. Our travellers therefore proceeded 
ſtill farther, and found a pair of gold pheaſants. Their 
ſplendid appearance ſtruck the young Redbreaſts wich 
aſtoniſhment; and raiſed ſuch ſentiments of reſpect, 
. that they were even fearful of approaching birds which 
7 eſteemed as ſo much ſuperior to themſelves : but 
di father deſiring they would never form a judgment 
of birds from a glittering outſide, placed his family 
where they had an opportunity of obſerving that this 
ſplendid pair had but little intrinſic merit, 5 
"They were proud of their fine plumage, and their 
chief employment was walking backwards and forwards - 
to diſplay it; and ſometimes they endeavoured. to puſh 
through the bars of their priſon, that they might get 
abroad to ſhow their rich plumage to the world, and 


exult over thoſe who were, in this reſpect, inferior to 


them. How hard, ſaid one of them, it is to be ſhut 


= up here, where there are no other birds to admire us, 
and where we have no little ugly creatures to ri- 


dieule. 


If ſuch are your defires; faid the bon Redbreaft, Wy 
am ſure you are happier here than at liberty; for you 


would, by your proud affected airs, excite the contempt 
| | of 


3 E 230 3 
of every bird which has right ſentiments, 4 „ 
quently meet with continual mortification, to Howe. 


even the uglieſt might contribute. | 
Peckſy deſired to know if all fine birds were N 


and affected? By no means replied her mother; you . 4 
obſerved the other two pair of pheaſants, who were, in 


my opinion, nearly equal to theſe for beauty and ele- 


gance. How eaſy and unaſſuming were they, and how 


much were their charms improved by the graces of hu- 
mility! J often wonder that any bird ſhould indulge 
3 in pride. What have ſuch little creatures as 


we to boaſt of? The largeſt ſpecies amongſt us is very 


inferior to many animals we fee in the world; and 
man is lord over the greateſt and ſtrongeſt even _ 
theſe. Nay, man himſelf has no cauſe to be proud; for 

he is ſubject to death as well as the meaneſt of crea- 
| tures, as 1 have had opportunities of obſerving. But 
come, the day wears away, 1 us view the 1 _ 
of this encloſure. 

On this, the father . his family to a W 
of pens, in which were different ſorts of foreign birds, 
of whom he could give but little account; and would 
not ſuffer his young ones to ſtand gazing at them long, 
leſt they ſhould imbide injurious notions of them: * 
cially when he heard Dicky cry out, as he left the pen, 
I dare fay that bird is a very cruel, voracious creature 
I make no doubt but he- ien us 10 one Aer the 
other if he could get at us. a 

Take care, Dicky, faid the 0 bo you an 
an ill opinion of any one on flight grounds. You can- 
not poffibly tell what the character of this Stork is 
merely from his appearance; ; you are a ſtranger to his 
language, and cannot ſee the diſpoſition of his heart t. 
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" you gi way to a He Drip zempet, your own little 
breaſt be in a ſtate of conſtant perturbation; you 
will abſolutely exclude yourſelf from the bleſlings of 
3 ſociety, and will be ſhunned and deſpiſed by every bird 
= 2 of every kind. This Stork, which you thus cenſure, 5 L 
is far from deſerving your ill opinion. He would do 
+ Tha you no harm, and is remarkable for his filial affetion.: T 
Ia him taken priſoner. He was carrying his aged 
c father on his back, whom he had for a long time fed fi 
and comforted: the weight of this precious burden im- he 
| peded his flight; and, being at length weary with it, fa; 
he deſcended to the ground to reft himſelf, when a Is 
cruel man, who was out on the buſineſs of bird-catch- V 
ing, threw a net over them, and then ſeized him by 


] | . - the neck. His poor father, who was before worn out 7 : 
with age and infirmities, unable to bear this calamity, * 

i. fell from his back, and inſtantly expired. This Stork, 
= - | after caſting a look of anguiſh on his dear parent, which 1 
| I ſhall never forget, turned with fury on his perſecutor, his 
whom he beat with his wings with all the ſtrength he . 

had ; but it was in vain to contend with a being ſo much fre 


= more powerful than himſelf; and in ſpite of all His ex- ol 
ertions, he was conveyed to this place. | 
But come, let us pick up a little cefreſhmens; and 
tha return to the orchard. Saying this, he alighted on 
1 the ground, as did his mate and her family, where they ind 
met with a plentiful repaſt in the proviſions which had 


been accidentally ſcattered by the perſon whofe employ- is 
ment it was to bring food for the inhabitants of the 0 a 
menagery. When they had ſufficiently regaled them- ſhe 
ſelves, all parties gladly returned to the neſt, and every MW bf 
heart 15-6 450k in the enn of liberty and peace. 17 
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CHAP, XXV. 


V 


Pon three foccetiive die PR renne 1% 
1 either at Mr. Benſon's, or the Redbreaſt's neſt. 
The little family came to the breakfaſt table, and Robin 


recovered from his accident, though not ſufficiently to 


fly well; but Dicky, Flapſy, and Peckſy, continued ſo 
healthy, and improved ſo faſt, that they required no 


farther care; and the third morning after their tour to 


the grove, &c. they did not commit the leaſt error. 
When they retired from the parlour into the court- 


yard, to which Robin accompanied them, the father 


expreſſed great delight that they were at og able to 


ſhift for themſelves. - | 
And now a wonderful change thak place i in hive own 


| heart, That ardent affection for his young, which | 


had hitherto: made him, for their ſakes, patient of toil, 
and fearleſs of danger, was on a ſudden quenched; but, 
from the goodneſs of his diſpoſition, he {till felt a kind 
ſolicitude for their future welfare ; and, . them: 
around him, he thus addreſſed them: 12221 

You muſt be ſenfible, my dear young ones, Gi 
from the time you left rf egg-ſhell till the preſent 


inſtant, both your mother and I have nouriſhed-you' 


with the tendereſt love. e have taught you all the: 
arts of life which are neceſſary to procure your ſub- 
ſiſtence, and preſerve you from danger. We have 
ſhewn you a variety of characters in the different claſſes 


of birds, and pointed out thoſe which are to be ſnunned. 
Vou muſt now ſhift for yourſelves: but, before we 


part, let me repeat my admonition, to uſe induſtry, 
| avoid 
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5 162 
avoid contention, eultivate peace, and be contented 
with. your condition. Let none of your own ſpecies 


excel you in any amiable quality, for want of your en- 
deavours to equal the beſt; and do your duty in every 


relation of liſe, as we have done ours by you. To the 
= | gay'ſcenies of levity and diſſipation prefer a calm retire- 

ment, for there is the greateſt degree of happineſs to be 
found. You, Robin, 1 would advife, on account of 


% 


your infirmity, to attach yourſelf to the family where 
you have been ſo kindly cheriſhed, 


Whilſt he thus ſpake, his mate ſtood by; -who, find- 
ing the ſame change beginning to take place in her 


own breaſt, the viewed her young ones with tender 
regret : and, when he ceaſed, cried out, Adieu, ye 


dear objects of my late cares and folicitude | may ye 


never more ſtand in need of a mother's affiftance ! 


5 Though nature now diſmiſſes me from the arduous taſk 


which I have long daily performed, I rejoice not, but 
would gladly continue my toil, for the ſake of its at- 


tendant pleaſures, O!] -delightful ſentiments of ma- 


ternal love, how can I part with you? Let me, my 
neſtlings, give you a laſt embrace. Then, ſpreading 
her wings, ſhe folded them ſucceſſively to her boſom, 
and inſtantly recovered her tranquillity. —— 

Each young one expreſſed his grateful thanks to both 
father and mother, and with theſe acknowledgments . 
filial affection expired in their breaſts; inſtead of 


which, a reſpectful friendſhip ſucceeded. Thus was 


that tender tie diſſolved which had hitherto bound this 


hitle family together; for the parents had performed 
their duty, and the young ones had no need of further 


aſſiſtance. 
Ide old Redbreaſts, ww now only themſelves to 
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their benefactors; and, after pouring forth their grati- 


| tude in the moſt lively ſtrains, they took their flight 
together, reſolving never to ſeparate. ' Every care now” 
vaniſhed, and their little hearts felt no ſentiments but - 

| thoſe of cheerfulneſs and joy. They ranged the 

fields and gardens, fipped at the cooleft ſprings, and 
1 themſelves in the pleaſures of ſociety, join- 
their cheerful notes with thoſe of other gay cho- | 


rifters which animate and heighten the delightful ſcenes 


|| of wrall iſe; 


The firſt morning that the old Redbreaſts were 


miffing from Mrs. Benſon's breakfaſt- table, Frederick 
and his ſiſter were greatly alarmed for their ſaſety; but 
| their mamma faid ſhe. was of opinion that they had 


left their neſtlings ; as it was the nature of animals in 


general to diſmiſs their young as ſoon as they were 
able to provide for themſelves. That is very ſtrange, 
replied Miſs Harriet: I wonder what would become of 


: my brother and me, were you and papa to teres * 45 


ſo! 
And is a boy of fix, or a girl of * years de, 
capable of ſhifting for themſelves!? ſaid her mamma, 


No, my dear child, you have need of a much longer 
continuance of your parents? care than birds and other 
animals; and therefore Gop has ordained that parental 
affection, when once awakened, ſhould always remain 
in the human breaſt, unleſs extinguififed by the _—_ | 


tiful behaviour of a child. 


id ſhall we ſee che old Redbreafts no i K 


ies Frederick. I do not know that you will, re- 


plied Mrs. Benſon, though it is not unlikely that they 


may viſit us again in che winter; but let not their 
abſence 
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provide for, rebadves! to be no longer burthenſote to 


„ . 1 
abſence grieve you, my love, FA I dare ſay they : are ſafe 
and happy. 1 f 
| At that inſtant the young 5 a ann + ith 
very joyful reception. The, amuſement they af- 
forded to Maſter Benſon reconciled him to the loſs of 
1 their parents; but Harriet declared ſhe could not help 
oo being ſorry that they were gone; 1 ſhall, for the fu- 
dure, mamma, ſaid ſhe, take great notice of animals; 
for I have had much entertainment in obſerving the 
ways of theſe Robins. I bighly. approve your reſolu- 
tion, my dear, ſaid Mrs. Benſon, and hope the. occa- 
ſional inftruRtion J have at different times given you has 
furniſhed you with general ideas reſpeing the- proper 
1 treatment of animals. I will now inform you upon 
W . whatprinciples the rules of conduct I ner to . 
| felf on this ſubject are founded. 

I. conſider: that the ſame. almighty and god 8 
who created mankind, made all other living creatures, 
likewiſe; and appointed them their different /ranks in 
the creation, that they might form together a commu- 
. receiving and conferring reciprocal benefits. 

There is no doubt that the Almighty deſigned all 
| beings. for happineſs, proportionable to the faculties 
he Has endued them with; and whoever wantonly 
deſtroys that vines acts vac to the will of at 
. The hs we. live in FR to hen ben. orinci- 

' pally. deſigned for the uſe and comfort of mankind, 
who, by the divine appointment, have dominion over 
the inferior creatures; in the exerciſe of which, it is 
certainly their duty to imitate the ſupreme Lord of the 
Univerſe, by (being, merciful, to the . utmoſt of their 


che bag They are ended with reaſon, which enables. 
them 
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them to diſcover! the different natures of brutes, the fa- 
culties they poſſeſs; and how the; may be made ſer- 
viceable in the world; and as beaſts cannot apply 
theſe faculties to their own uſe in ſo extenſive a way, 
and numbers of them, being unable to provide for their 
own ſuſtenance, are indebted to men for many of the 
neceſſaries of life, men en an une right to their 
n in retuun. e ; 

Several other kinds of i what are ſuſtained 41 
at the expence of mankind, gannot labour for them; I! 
from ſuch they have a natural claim to whatever they | 
can ſupply towards the food and raiment of their bene- ! 
factors; and therefore, when we take the wool -and * \ 
milk of the flocks and herds, we take no more than our f 
due, and what they can very well ſpare: as they ſeem 
to have an over-abundance given them, that they n - 
be able to return their obligations to us. 3 
Some ereatures have nothing to give us but their {i 
own bodies: theſe have been expreſsly deſtined, by the 
ſupreme Governor, as food for mankind, and he has ap- 
pointed an extraordinary increaſe of them for this very 
purpoſe z' ſuch an increaſe as would be very injurious 
do us if all were fuffered to live. Theſe we have an 
undoubted right to kill; but ſhould make their ſhort 

| lives as comfortable as poſſible. i mal 
Other creatures. ſeem to be. of no Suede uſe to 14 
mankind, but as they ſerve to furniſh our minds witn 
contemplations on the wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of 
 Gop, and to exhilarate our fpirits by their cheerful- 
neſs. They ſhould not be wantonly killed, nor treated 
with the leaſt degree of cruelty, but ſhould be at full | 

| liberty to enjoy the bleſſings aſſigned them; unleſs they 4 

abound to ſuch a degree as to become nn b 

devouring | 


— —̃ — 


a ; 6] | 
deveuring che food which is 1 A ,or. for h 
F4 animals more immediately beneficial 8 wh it 1 
is his duty to protece. N | 1 
* 
h 


Some animals, ſuch as wild Los, RAN div. a are 

| in their natures. ferocious, noxious, or venomous, and || h 
capable of injuring the health, or even of deſtroying the ci 
© lives of men, and other creatures of a higher rank than g 
| themſelves: theſe, if they leave the ſecret abedes which 

are allatted them, and become offenſive, . may 
with juſtice be killed. | 

In a word, my dear, we ſhould endeavour to regu- 
bw our regards according to the utility and neceſſities 
of every living Creature with which we are any ways 
connected; and conſequently ſhould prefer the bappi- 
neſs of mankind to that of any animal whatever. Next 
to theſe (who, being partakers of the ſame nature with 
_ ourſelves, are more properly our fellow-creatures) we 
ſhould conſider our cattle and domeſtic animals, and ern 
take care to fupply every creature that is dependent on kt 


us with proper food, and keep it in its proper place: fo 
after their wants are ſupplied, we ſhould extend our 
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benevolence and compaſſion as far as poſſible to the in- ex 
ferior ranks of beings; and, if nothing farther is in our pe 
power, ſhould at leaſt refrain from exercifing cruelties | ©0 


on them. For my own part, I never willingly put to | 
death, or cauſe to be put to death, any creature, but ne 
when there is a real neceſſity for it; and have my food wi 


dreſſed in a plain manner, that no more lives may be me 

facrificed for me than nature requires for my ſubſiſtence I tai 

in that way which Gop has allotted me. But I fear 1 . 

have tired you with BY _ . ſo will now. diſ- Be 

miſs you. - T2 bre 

While Mrs. Besten was giving theſe inftrudtions @ F 
her 
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her e Frederick diverted himſelf with thay young Tm 
Robins, who, having no kind parents now to admoniſh 
| them, made. a longer viſit than uſual; ſo that Mrs, 
Benſon would have been obliged to drive them away, 
had not Peckſy, on ſeeing her move from her: ſeat, re- 
collected that ſhe and her brother and ſiſter had been 
guilty of an impropriety; ſhe therefore reminded them 


that they ſhould no longer intrude, and led the way out 


at the window; the others followed her, and Mrs. Ben- 
fon gave permiſſion to her children to take their mern- 
ing's walk before they began their leſſons. | 


CHAP. XXVI. 


As the old Robins, who were the hero and heroine 
of my tale, are made happy, it is time for me to put an 
end to it: but my young readers will doubtleſs wiſh to 
know the ſequel of the hiſtory; I ſhall therefore in- 

form them of it in as few words as poly... 


Miſs Harriet followed her mamma's precepts ; By 


examples, and grew up an univerſal bengfacrreſi to all 


people, and all creatures, with whom ſhe was * ways 


connected, | 
Frederick was educated upon the ſame ak. acid es 
never known to be cruel to animals, or to treat them 


with an improper degree of fondneſs: he was alſo re- 
markable for bis benevolence, ſo as to deſerve ang ob- 


tain the character of a GOOD MAN. 


Mifs Lucy Jenkins was quite reformed by Mrs. 


Benſon's lecture, and her friend's example; but her 


brother continued his practice of exerciſing barbarities 


on a variety of unfortunate animals, til} he went p | 
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abet; where, wa no opportunity. oF. doing fo, 1 he 
\ gratified his malignant diſpoſition on his ſchool-fellows, - 
and made it his diverſion to pull their hair, and pinch 
and teaſe the younger boys; and, by the time he be- 
came a man, had ſo hardened his heart, that no kind of 
diſtreſs affected him, nor did he care for any perſon but 
himſelf; conſequently he was deſpiſed by all with whom 
he bad any intercourſe. In this manner he lived for ſome 
years: at length, as he was inhumanly beating and ſpur- 
ring a fine horſe, merely becauſe it did not go a faſter 
pace than it was able to do, the poor creature, in its 
efforts to evade his blows, threw bis barbarous rider, 
who was killed on the ſpot. 

Farmer Wilſon's proſperity incresſ:d with every 
ſutceeding year; and he acquired a plentiful fortune, 
with which he gave portions to each of his children, as. 
opportunities offered for ſettling them in the world: and 
he and his wife lived to a good old age, beloved ad ; 

reſpected by all who knew them. 
Mrs. Addis loſt her parrot by the diſorder with 


which it was attacked while Mrs. Benſon was viſiting er 
at the houſe; and before ſhe had recovered the ſhock he 
of this misfortune, as ſhe called it, her grief was re- to 
newed by the death of an old lap-dog. About a year . 
after wards her monkey eſcaped to the top of. the houſe, CO 
from whence he fell and broke his neck. The favour- | 
ite cat went mad, and was obliged to be killed. In M 
mort, by a ſeries of. calamities, all her dear darling. thi 
were ſucceſſively deſtroyed: She ſupplied their places ve 
„with new favourites, Which gave her a great deal of the 
5 and trouble. e ot! 


In the mean while her children grew: up; and, bav- 


ing experienc d no tenderneſs from her, they ſcarcely 1 
| f knew fe: 


— 


„„ 
knew they had a mamma; nor did thofe who had the 
care of their education inculcate that her want of af- 


fection did not cancel their duty; they therefore trea 


her with the utmoſt negleR, and ſhe had no friend left. 


In her old age, when ſhe was no longer capable of. _ 


amuſing herſelf with cats, dogs, parrots, and monkies, 
ſhe became ſenſible of her errors, and wiſhed for the 


comforts which other parents enjoyed; but it was 


now too late, and the ended. her days-1 in Meeps - ; 


rege ; 

Ar his unfortunate why had | ee exodgh in Vs | 
diſpoſition for all the purpoſes of humanity ; and, bad 
| ſhe placed it on proper objects, agreeably to Mrs. Ben- 


ſon's rule, ſhe might have been, like her, a good! wife, 


mother, friend, and miſtreſs, conſequently. reſpectable 


and happy. But, when a child, Mrs, Addis Wðñg (un- 


der an idea of making her tender-hearted) permitted to 
laviſh immoderate fondneſs on animals, the care of hh 


engroſſed her whole attention, and greatly interrupted: 


ner education; ſo that, inſtead of ſtudying natural hi- 


tory, and other uſeful things, her time was taken up 
with pampering and attending upon animals, which ſhe: - 


conſidered as the moſt important buſineſs in life. © 


Her children fell into faults of a different nature. 


Miſs Addis being, as I obſerved in a former part 


this hiſtory, left to the care of ſervants, grew up with 
very contracted notions. Amongſt other prejudices, 


ſhe imbibed that of being afraid of ſpiders, frogs, and 
other harmleſs things; and, having been bitten by the 


monkey when it eſcaped, as I before related, and ter- 


rified by the cat when it went mad, ſhe extended her 
fears to every . of creature, and could not take a 


„„ Walk 


e 6 * 
walk in . fields, or even in the ſtreet, without a 
thauſand apprehenſions. And at laſt her conſtitution, 


Which, from bad, nurſing, bad become very delicate, 
was ſtill more weakened by her continual apprehen- 


ſions; and a rat happening to run acroſs the path, as 


| the was walking, ſhe fell into fits, which afflicted her, 
r intervals, during the remainder of her lifgs: 
Maſter Addis, as ſoon as he became ſenſible of dis 


mother's foible, conceived an inveterate hatred to 
animals in general, which he regarded as his enemies; || 
and thought he was avenging his own cauſe when he 


weated any with barbarity. Cats and dogs, in parti- 


cular, he ſingled. ou as the objects of his revenge, be- 


cauſe he, conſidered them as his mother's greateſt fa- 
vourites; and many a one fell an innocent victim to 


his miſtaken ideas. 
The parent Redbreaſts viſited thi kind. bene- 


| furs the next winter; but, as they were flying 


along one day, they ſaw ſome crumbs of bread, 


which had been ſcattered by Miſs Lucy Jenkins, 
Who (as 1 obſerved before) had adopted the fenti- 


ments of her friend, in reſpect to compaſſion to ani- 
mals, and reſolved to imitate, her in every excel- 
lence. - The Redbreaſts gratefully picked up the 


crumbs, and, encouraged by the gentle invitation of 


her looks, determined to repeat their viſits; which 


they accordingly did, and found ſuch an ample ſupply, 


that they thought it more adviſable to go to her 
with their next brood, than to be burthenfome to 


their old benefactors, ho had a great number of pen- 
but Maſter and Miſs Benſon had 
* the pleaſure of ſeeing —_ and knew them 


ſioners to ſupport : 


from 


from all their ſpecies by ſeveral particularities, which 


ſo long an ee had * n oppor= | 
| tunity of obſerving. | 


Robin, in purſuance of his father O PA: and 
agreeably to his own inclinations, attached. himfelf - 
to Mr. Benſon's family, where he was an exceeding - 
great favourite. He had before, under the conduct 
of his parents, made frequent excurſions into the 
garden, and was, by their direction, enabled to get 


| up into trees, but his wing never recovered ſuffi- 


ciently to enable him to take long flights; however, 


he found himſelf at liberty to do as he pleaſed; and, 


during the ſummer months, he commonly paſſed moſt 
of his time abroad, and rooſted in trees, but vi- 


ſited the tea-table every morning; and there he 


uſually met his ſiſter Peckſy, who took up her abode 
in the orchard, where ſhe enjoyed the friendſhip of 
her father and mother. Dicky and Flapſy, who 
thought their company too grave, flew giddily about 
together. In“ a ſhort time they were both caught 
in a trap-cage, and put into the aviary, which Dicky 
once longed to inhabit. Here they were at firſt very _ 
miſerable ; but, after a while, recollecting their good 
parent's advice, and the example of the. linnets and 
pheaſants, they at length reconciled themſelves to their 
lot, and each met with a mate with whom they lived + 
tolerably happy. | : 

From the foregaing examples, I hope my young. 
readers will ſele& the beſt for their own imitation, and 


take warning by the reſt, otherwiſe my 5 abulous Hiſ- 45 


tories have been written in vain, 
Happy would it be for the Animal creation, if 
„ . every 
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every h man ing, like good Mrs. Benſon; © con : 
ſulted the welfare of inferior creatures, and” neither”? 


| ; 3 them by indulgence; nor injured them by 
| 2 . tyranny! Happy would mankind: be, if every one, 
| like her, acted in conformity to the will of their 


1 . Maker; by cultivating i in their own. minds, and thoſe 
385 8 their- oor the divine Principle hs UN MIVERSAL. 
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